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-"The policy, rccntly adoptcd, of
giving to tic world before the anniver-
sary the financial, staternezit, robs thc
annual meetiug of 'whftt used at onc
time te be an clemnent of surprise.
Those 'eho have attended Uic meetings
for many ycars will reinerber occa-
sions on which ringing cheers greeted
the announcement that a drcaded deficit
Liad given place to a handsonie balance
in bands. Sometimes the reverse bas
been the case. A solenin, subdued, but
by no means unwholesome sensation
Las passed through mnany hcurts when
it bas sened as if the Lord's 'eork
must languish Lecauso Uhe Lord's peo.
ple Lad failcd te give. or stir up others
to give, 'ehat 'Was necdful to sustain
and extend tue work-. But I for one
cntirely approve Uic present plan. The
Society's friends ought not to bc kcpt
in Uic dark a day longer than necessairy
as 10 its position In a pecuniary point
of view. There have been speeches de-
livered on Uic Church Missionary plat-
for'n which for impassioncd eloquence,
wide intellectual, range, anmd what ls
stili better, profound spiritual power,
could not ho r-urpassed. Hugh Mc-
Neile, Ilugh, Stowell, and Francis Close
ere iront in their day to rouse their

hearers te a fever-hecat ef enthusiasmz
but flot always were such speeches zs]-
culatcd te, inform the mind on thc mnat-
ter in band or te give practical direc-
tion to missionary zeal. It la interest-
in- to, notice how gradunlly there grew
a desire on Uic part of the audience to
liear speeches 'ehicli sbould keep we.11
iniview the special work, of thecChureh

isinrSocicty rathscr tisan those
-wvlicli, able, intercsting. and sometirnes

of great value in their own way, rnigbl
as well have been delivercd at thle au.
niversary of any other society. so iujk
lîad thcy to do directly 'witIi the cauve
of missions. Pcrhaps the first man-..
certainly one of the first men-to reie
tbis feet was Canon Miller, lIector of
Greenwich. I well remember du,
Samuel Haschl tc]ling mne. 'witlc ifltenk
dehight, that Canon Mil1lcr Lad asked 1
Le put in possession of tLe rnosl i.
portant Incidents in the recent bigon
o! the Society, because hc 'wised 'X
in make a great speech, but te impies
on Lis audiente facts which would
stimulate mLsflonary zeal. Pcrli8ps 1.
day the danger is lest mien should j«-
get that éloquence is a 'nighty pownj,
and alsD lest some, at any rate, sho*i
look upon thme platform as a pu!pit. Il
a meeting 'which lasts from clercs go
two there is absolute ned of varieýTr
anid in niy humble opinion tlose »
'wlom God has given tLe gift of bu=,
though they must koep it welI1 itba
bounds, are doing good service tbrt
ligion, when they ashow its pleasssti>
fluence te rehieve tLe tension of MW~
'which is theinevitable resut of speeA
that tax thc mind, thc menlory, andtie
feelings. Of appeals to thc e, nma.
perhaps, was more telling timan thaid
thc three chiefs from 'Uganda. J, k,
one, have aways frIt that 1 know um
o! the physical anid mental charactei
tics of the Waganda, tham 1wou1d ne
have donc 1had I not seen thoSe fi&-,ta
men, Leside whorn most Emglisa
looked stmaU."-Ih-nRy S-rmç, àm
Churde HMsfamary InWUgnor.

-«The triennial returu coînpikfW
tLe Society of FýrIends shows tbsudc
mtmbeship of that body bas aqWe
ciably i.creascd in thse Londonm am
3Micldlesex district, wlhicli isnUMncid
tic largcst denominatioial disUki m
tic country. "-ombZay GuariLu.
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