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Tnr UN1TED Kixepow.

—*The policy, recently adopted, of
giving to the world before the anniver-
sary the financial statement, robs the
annual meeting of what used at one
time to be an clement of surprise.
Those who have attended the meetings
for many years will remember occa-
sions on which ringing cheers greeted
the announcement that a dreaded deficit
had given place to a handsome balance
in hands. Somectimes the reverse has
been thecase. A solemn, subdued, but
by no means unwholesome scnsation
has passed through many hearts when
it has seemed as if the Lord’s work
must languish becausc the Lord’s peo-
ple had failed to give, or stir up others
to give, what was ncedful to sustain
and extend tne work. But I for one
calirely approve the present plan. The
Socicety's friends ought not to be kept
in the dark a day longer than necessary
as to its position ina pecuniary point
of view. There have been speeches de-
livered on the Church Missionary plat-
form which for impassioned elogquence,
wide intellectual raunge, and what is
still better, profound spiritual power,
could not be surpassed. Hugh Mec-
Neile, flugh Stowell, and Francis Close
were wont in their day to rousc their
hearers to & fever-heat of enthusiasm ;
but not always were such speeches cal-

culated to inform the mind oa the mat-
ter in hand or to give practical dirce-
tion to missionary zeal. It isintercst-
ing to notice how gradually there grew
2 desire on the part of the audience to
hear speeches which should keep well
in view the special work of the Church

Missionary Socicty rather than thosc

which, able, intercsting, and sometimes

of great value in their own way, ight
as well have been delivered at the g
niversary of any other society, so liuj
had they to do directly with the cays
of missions. Perhaps the first may-—
certainly one of the first men—1to reslizs
this fact was Canon Miller, Rector of
Greenwich. 1 well remember ey
Samuel Hasell telling me. with intene
delight, that Canon Miller had askedyp
be put in possession of the most jp.
portant incidents in the recent hisigr
of the Society, because he wished na
to make a great speech, but to imprg
on his audience facts which woul
stimulate missionary zeal. Perhapste
day the danger is lest men should j.
get that eloquence is 2 mighty powy,
and also lest some, at any rate, shoull
look upon the platform as a pulpit. |
a meeting which lasts from cleventy
two there is absolute neced of variy,
and in my humble opinion thes j
whom God has given the gift of humy,
though they must keep it well witi
bounds, are doing good service fo .
ligion when they gllow its pleasantiz
fluence to relicve the tension of mind
which is the inevitable result of speeches
that tax the mind, the memory, and the
feelings. Of appeals to the eve, noe:,
perhaps, was more telling than theto?
the three chiefs from Uganda. 1 &
onc, have aways fr1¢ that I know mee
of the physical and mental charagisic
tics of the Waganda, than I would xve
have done had I not seen those fine, 43
men, beside whom most Englishar
looked small.”’—HEXRY Scrroy, &
Churck Missionary Intelligencer,

—** The tricnnial return compiled ie
the Socicty of Friends shows thatte
membership of that body bas apee
ciably increased in the Iondoa ad
Middlesex district, which isnumesisiy
the largest denominational distict =
the country.’"—Bombay Guardian,
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