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the globe in its golden meshes.  Within this ninety-seven years, they
have averaged nearly three translations a year; and for nearly each
year a new language, which had neither alphabet, grammar nor lexicon
before, has been reduced to writing by the missionaries, and a litera-
ture created out of nothing. During this ninety-seven years, o total
force of not less than 20,000 missionaries has gone from Christian
lands, an average of 200 for each year. Where scarce one door was
open o century ago, scarce onc door is shut to-day ; women, who v-ere
then secluded in seraglios, harems, zenanas, are now accessible ; and in
great cities, even in India, one society alone has access to 2,000
homes.

It is estimated that the number of converts gathered within this
time, including those who have died in the faith, forms an aggregate
of from 10,000,000 to 30,000,000. Among the Karensalone we know of
60,000. And every convert represents both a rallying and a radiating
center for all holy and bLenign influences.  During this time whole sys-
tems of polytheism, idolatry, superstition, have been swept away like
chaff from a threshing floor. Jno. Geddie, after eighteen years in
Aneityum, wished to bring away some idols as relics, and none could
be found.

Of the great mass of missionary history we have no written record.
A converted Chinaman on our Pacific Coast sold himself to work asa
coolie in New Guinea, for the sake of working among his own country-
men ; and before he died personally led to Christ two hundred of his
companions. But how many such heroic lives have no written annals,
save in God’s ““Book of Remembrar.ce?”

Were no other results of missions apparent, their reflex influence on
the church at large no gaunge can measure. Ilad not one convert been
gathered or one conquest won in pagan lands, the cffort put forth on
behalf of the heathen by the Christian church would have been more
than repaid by the healthy reaction upon home life. One of the lead-
ing thinkers of our day,* discussing the question, ¢ What have the
home churches gained by foreign missions?” cites in reply, ““The
noteworthy examples of Christian zeal and scli-sacrifice, an answer to
skepticism, an impulse to carnest Christian labor, and the prevailing
spirit of Christian brotherliood.” But this covers not half the ground.
At the beginning of the last century, and dwring its first half, the
church of God was almost dead of apathy and inactivity, like a half-
frozen man amid arctic ice and snow. Irreligion, immorality, and in-
fidelity. togethor, seemed closing in upon the body of nominal dis-
ciples, folding the church in the fatal cmbrace of a merciless winter.
Nothing but the activity of a new missionary era broke the awful charm
of this deadly stagnation and congelation. God's clarion peal, ¢“ Go ye
into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature,™ rang once

* Rev. Dr. Wm. M. Taylor.



