
the globe in its golden meshos. Within this ninety-soven years, they
have averaged nearly three tranjslýationls aý year; andl( for nearly eaceh

ycar~~~ a e agîg, whichi liad noither alphabet, grammar nor 1oxicon
before, lias been redaced to writing by the inissiolnaries, and a litera-
ture created out of nothing. f.llrilng this ilinoty-sevenl years, a total
force of not Ioss thian 120,000 niissionaries bas gonle from Christian
lands, anl average of 200 for each. yoar. *Whorc scarco one dloor %vas
open a century ago, scarce one door is shilt to-da.«y ; wvomen, who ce
thonl sceludod iu seraglios. h,1aremis, zenanas, are now accessible ; ail( in
groat cities, oven in India, one society alone las access to 2,000
homes.

It is estimlated that the inmber of couiverts gathered within this
time, including those ivho hiaye dlied ini the faithi, forms ani aggreg-ate
of froîn 10,000,000 to30,000,000. Amioing thie IÇarncis a1lonle we kn(w of
60,000. And every conivertrepresents ohaalyganarditn
conter for adi hioly andi bonign influieices. l)uriig thiis time wlole sys-
toms of polytheisin, idolatry, superstition, ]lave beeni swvept -away likze
chaif frorn a threslincg floor. J110. Geddie, after eigliteen years in.
Anoîityuinx wishcd. to bring away somo idols as relics, and, none coield
be folilbuZ

0f the gDreat mass of inissionary laistory wo have no writteni record.
A converted Ohinainan on our Pacifie, Coast sold himiself to work as a
coolie in N-\-ow Guinea. for the sake of workingr ainong bis own country-
mcii ; and before hoe died porsonally led to Christ twvo lhundrod of bis
comipauions. But how many suchl b croie livos hlave no written aun-aIs,
savo in God's "'IBook of Ilomembra.ce? "

WoVe no othor results of missi ons apparent. thoir reflex U,7flueC7bee on
the churchi at large îîo gauge caîî ieasuro. IIad îot one convert beenl
grathored or one conquest won ini pagani lands, the effort puit forthi on
behaîf of the hieathen by the Christian churchl Nvould have been more
thi repaid by the healthy reaction uponl hione lifo. One of the lead-
ing thinkers of our day,* discussing the question, "'What have the
homoe chutrchos gainod by foreign missions?-" cites i reply, "The
noteworthy oxamplos of Christian zeal and soif-sacrifice, an answer to
skepticism, anl impulse to ea.rnest Christian labor, and the prevailing
spirit of Christi-an broth)erliood." IBut this covers not hiaif the ground.
At the beginning of the Iast centuiry, and during its first liaift tii.
churcli of God wvas almnost dead of apathy and inactivity, liko a biaif-
frozen nian amid aretie ice and sniow. Irreligioii, imimorality, and in-
ficlelit3'. togethor, çeoedc closing iii uponl the body of nominal dis-
ciples, folding the chiurchi in the fattal emnbrace of a mnerciloss ivinter.
Nothing buit the activitv of a new missionary era brokoe the awful charni
of this de-adly stagnation. and, congelation. Godl's clarion poal, "eGo ye
into all the world and preacli the gospel to every eceature," rang once

*Rev. Dr. \Vm. M. Taylor.

189. jTUE EXPOSITION 0P MISSIONS-1889.1


