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miany prayers. lie spoke of Psahin 37 :3-7 as blis mother's legacy :
" Trust in, delighit i, commnit te, and rcst in the Lord." While stili very
young bis parents died 'within a short time of eaehi other. H1e grew up
and asedueated under the carc of his eider and only brother, a school.
master at Goispie, in Suthierlandshire. William showed himself clever,
active, and energetie. At the age of seventeen he came ont decidedly on
the Lord's side, and at once tlirew himself hecartily into Sunday-sehool
-%ork. Juis class, at first numbering only tlree, grew, tili in a fewv years
there -mas a school of tivo lundred scholars, and God blessed lus efforts to
the conversion of some of themn. Whcn twenty years of age, lie vas able,
in biis brotlier's absence, te take ontire charge of his day sehool, and
provcd a very succssfuI teacher.

After Ieaviîig Goispie lie becamne an cvangelist in the Lowlands, and
tlie spirit in which he proseeutcd this work may bc seen from the remark
of one whio kî4ew Ilin well "The rnlincg passion of Thomson's life vas
to win seuls to Christ."

At the age of twenty-six he begali bis ceflege career, luaving the Chiris.-
tian xninistry and especially the mission field i prospect. fis stîîdiesç
were pursucd under many dilffculties ; but, -vith the energy and deterinina.
tion characteristie cf himi, he succeeded in distingnislîing himself as a stii.
dent. From the first he vas a man of prayer and " f nl c f faiti." Ilis
favorite text vas Matt. 7 -.7 "AsIc and it shial bc griven yen ; seck and
ye shial find ; knoclc and it shahl bc opened unto yen." An urgent need
arose on ene occasion for a certain snin cf rnoney w'bidhlie mu--nst pay in.
mediatciy. Hie spent thc niglit in prayer te God for the needed lip, and
on the followviug merning hie received a letter centaininug the exact sis re.
quired. By whose bland the Lord sent birn the gift lie neyer discovcred.
One of bis oldest and mest intimate friends, a well-known ininister of the
*Word, tbus wrete of him "To Burns Thomnson prayer was a reai deahing
with the Trinnie. Hie e\pertedl answers, sud mnany came te in, sud Dot.
te Iiim a,,lone. 1 arn indebted te him, unider God, in this connection more
than te, any other man, and more te, him iii this respct than i any othier.Y

Wiîile students, these two ivere associated in Christian work aumeng the
priseners in the Calton jail, Edinburglî, sud their labers were accoiupanici
by many tokeus of the Divine blessing. 0f Dr. Thomsou, bis colIe,,î,pi
testified "My dear brotber's clear views of Divine truth, iuteuse earnest-
uess, and practical geod scuse emainently qualified 1dim for this ditlicult
-M'erk." It -%vas wvbule thus engag.«ed tliat le vas ruade the instrument of a
gracions ivork of revival in eue of the bearding-schoels cf the city. Rec
condueted a weekly Bible ciass with. thc Youug ladies there, sud mnauy -vre
awakcned aud converted. This vas a great jey te him ; and lie used, to
say with reference te ]lis Bible class - "Was it net graci ons cf God to give
me a siglit once a wveek of these decarbriglît, girlisli faces, wvit1u their pure,
clear eyes, te hielp nie in iny sad, pauf ni 'werk in th(, prison V"

Hie was a mnost interesting, ai d impressive speaker both to Young and


