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many prayers, He spoke of Psalin 37 :3-7 as his mother’s legacy :
¢ Trust in, delight in, commit to, and rest in the Lord.” While still very
young his parents died within a short time of each other. He grew up
and was educated under the care of his elder and only brother, a school-
master at Golspie, in Sutherlandshire. William showed himself clever,
active, and energetic. At the age of seventeen he came out decidedly on
the Lord’s side, and at once threw himself heartily into Sunday-school
work. His class, at first numbering only three, grew, till in a few years
there was a school of two hundred scholars, and God blessed his efforts to
the conversion of some of them. When twenty years of age, he was able,
in his brother’s absence, to take entire charge of his day school, and
proved a very successful teacher,

After leaving Golspic he became an cvangelist in the Lowlands, and
the spirit in which be prosecented this work may be seen from the remark
of one who kpew him well : *“ The ruling passion of Thomson’s life was
to win souls to Christ.”

At the age of twenty-six he began his college career, having the Chris-
tian ministry and especially the mission field in prospect. His studies
were pursued under many difficulties ; but, with the energy and determina.
tion characteristic of hiin, he succeeded in distinguishing himself as a stu.
dent. From the first he was a man of prayer and *‘ full of faith.”” Ifis
favorite text was Matt. 7 :7 : ¢“ Ask and it shall be given you ; seck and
ye shall find ; knock and it shall be opened unto you.”” An urgent need
arose on one occasion for a certain sum of money which he must pay in-
mediately. He spent the night in prayer to God for the needed help, and
on the following morning he received a letter contzining the exact sum re-
quired. By whose hand the Lord sent him the gift he never discovered,
One of his oldest and most intimate friends, a well-known minister of the
Word, thus wrote of him : *‘ To Burns Thomson prayer was a real dealing
with the Triune. He expected answers, and many came to him, and not
to him alone. I am indebted to him, under God, in this connection more
than to any other man, and more to him in this respect than in any other.”

While students, these two were associated in Christian work among the
prisoners in the Calton jail, Edinburgh, and their labors were accompanied
by many tokens of the Divine blessing. Of Dr. Thomson, his colleamue
testified : ¢¢ My dear brother’s clear views of Divine truth, intense earnest-
ness, and practical good sense eminently qualified him for this difficult
work.” Tt was while thus engaged that he was made the instrument of 2
gracious work of revival in one of the boarding-schools of the city. e
conducted a weekly Bible class with the young ladies there, and many were
awakened and converted. This was a great joy to him ; and he used to
say with reference to his Bible class : ** YWas it not gracious of God to give
me a sight once a week of these dear, bright, girlish faces, with their pure,
clear eyes, to help me in my sad, painful work in the prison

He was a most interesting and impressive speaker both to young and



