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perliapp, in ail its vast extent, had fallen, had become rebelliouzi, had aposta-
tized. In heaven, axnid the very ranks of Spirits whom God had placed
nearest his throne, rebeilion, apostiicy, was found: but of ail those worlds which,
reason teaches us to bel jeve rnay have their inhabitants as wefl as this one,
perhaps not one had de:parted from. it-s allegiance to, God, and this alone was
drawn along withi thiose angek> which kept not their first estate. Man, the
inhiabitant of this NNorld, sinntud and fell. H1e apobtatized from his Maker,
and became obnoxious to punishiment. We enter not into any account of
titis melancholy event. We assume it as truc, that mnan had fallen. H1e
had broken the covenant whichi God had been pleased to miake with
him: he had incurred the sentence of condemnation: the wrath of God
was impending: every successive generation, as it camne into the world, came
into an inheritance of misery an~d deathi: Il bjîdren of wrath, and heirs of
bell." For this state of things a remedy ivas provided. The world was not
left to perish. A marvellous plan was devised for its recovery or redemp-
tion. The hour of whieh Christ hiere speaks was thc hour of the world's re-
demption. Thc destinies of the world hinged upon it. Lt was emphatically
" the hour." Redemption was to, ho achieved: salvation -%as to be accom-
plishied: our fallen and apostate race was to, be restored.

But toy was this the Iwur? Why was the work so long delayed? Why was
ths lese adglorious event so long" protracted ? Why were ages suffcred to

elapse before its accomplishinent? To this there can be but one answer: IlEveri
so Father, for so it seemed good in thy sight.» No doubt, God bad wise and
important ends to serve in fixing upon this hour. Thereby, thc event itself
was miade more conspicuous. Ets virtues or effects reached to, the earliest
period in tume, the earliest moment of man's apostacy. Lt was for the re-
mission of sins that were past, as well as future transgressions. .According
to, the ail wise arrangements of God,-by his promises, by bis prophecies, by
the types which hc appointed, the event was as if already transacted, and it
was an object of faitit frorn the very first. But by hanging it up, as it were,
to a distant day, by appointing it for this particular liour, it became more
conspicuous, and greater regards were drawn towards it. Thus, too, it ho-
camne more manifcst thiat mani could flot save himself, that the world could do
nothing to retricvc its owvn stite; and Christ became emphaticaily "l te de-
sire of ail nations." But iL is enougfl that titis was the hour which God had
appointcd: it was the ltour in the Divine counsels: it was tlic Iour decreed
from etcrnity, to whichi from eternity God Ilad been looking forward. Christ
was partner in the Divine counsels. and knowing that; -1the houe' hiad arriv-
ed, and prepared to acromplishi all tInt was; imiplied in iL addressing bis Fa-
ter, lie says "Father, the hour is corne !"

But let us consider more speciflaiy ail thtt was inipiied ini titis hour, ail
that %vas to be accomiplishied in it.

And fir:,t, iL iras the iauur to which the nroplîecies and types of te olden
dlispensation ail luoked fur%. .Lrd. Lt liad been lonîg foretold and fore-shadow-
cd. IL was predicted iii tlie first promibe of Clirist in tli, garden. No doubt
tite patriarclis before the flood foresaw tiiis vcry Itour. Thiey liad it dimnly,
jet bufficiently foi- thucir %'itli, re ealed ur predictcd to, theni. Lt iras in te
faitit of it tinit Elioci walkcd ivitî God, and. tat 'Noali iras a preaclier of
rigitceousns:ý. It unmcrgud ini st11 nmorc glorious promise frora thc chaos of
the deluge. Wab it flot bcen in tlIat brigit bow which nor :spancd the hea-
Yearts? And did t.oot Nuali sacrifice to God w, soon as lie could build ain ai-
tai' on dry laid ? Wa., i-, îiut bti11 iiire ecarly Icscried in the prorniisî., and
prcedictions to Abralhnu? Tliat liotir n i his îicw wlien te rami was
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