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in for himself. Under the party system of
government, party must engross everything.
For every vacancy in the Senate there is a
claimant, who has done something, or ex-
pended something, for the party, and whose
claims cannot be set aside. The Minister
may feel as strongly as his critics how
much the Senate would be strengthened,
and his own reputation enhanced, by the
introduction of some of the merit, ability,
and experience which do not take the stump.
But party demands its pound of flesh. The
result, however, will probably be that, after
a long course of nominations by the head
of one party, the Senate will, upon a change
of Government, be brought into collision
with the elective assembly, and the end of
the “Peers” will arrive.

The amount of public time expended
during the session in the discussion of the
Proton outrage and similar historic themes,
was not unreasonably large, nor, upon the
whole, did we much miss the moderating
and refining influence of the Speaker’s wig.
Unfortunately, the dark presence of the
Proton outrage once or twice clouded the
scene when it was particularly desirable
that the vision of members should be clear.

There is no lack in the Dominion Parlia-
ment of the oratory which rules the world
in our generation, though future generations
will perhaps regard its ascendancy as a
singular phenomenon of the past. What
may be the amount of those qualities in
which the community has a more real in-
terest, is a question on which a bystander
cannot presume to form an opinion. Rare
in any political assembly are those noble
forms whose very bearing bespeaks integrity,
truth, and single-hearted devotion to the
public good. May the youth of Canada
learn to aim high, and to remain, amidst
parties struggling for place, loyal to honour
and to our common country !

It would be ungrateful to close a paper
on the session of the Dominion Parliament’
without noticing that, with that session, Lord
Lisgar closed not only his rule in Canada,
but a long period of service as the Imperial
representative in Colonies and dependen-
cies, in the course of which his discretion,
urbanity, and experience in public business
have removed difficulties, smoothed asper-
ities, and taught the somewhat heady cur-
rent of colonial politics to run more calmly,
and not to overflow the fields.
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! ’ ‘O-NIGHT my heart is lonely,

And sad as sad can be:
There is not one in the wide world
To look with love on me.
And wearily the wind blows,
And blindly falls the rain,—
It seems to strike upon my heart,—
- Not on the window pane.



