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JT is refreshing, in the heated atmosphere of
rligious discussion we are compelled to in-

hale ini this time of transition, to take a quiet and
unpretending survey of IlThse Ethical Teaching of
Christ." A piper hy the Rev. Vincent 1-I. Stanton
on this subject, wvith wvhich thse Coitceiîtporary Rcviewu
for September opens, is written in thse best of tem-
pers, and deserves commenclation because of the con-
spicuous absence in it of the odiùin t/ieologicuni. The
wvriter's object is to show how far the complaints
against the Saviour's moral teaching as being "im-
practicable, contradictory to Economnic Science, de-
ficient and onesided," have any founidation. He
therefore proceeds to examine the records of that
teaching, as given in the Gospels, "lin the light of
the requiremeats of moral and social science." The
first inquiry is : " Whetser there is aaything in the
Ethical Teaching of Christ corresponding to what,
ini a system reduced to scientific forra, we should cal
a First Principle, a Law to wvhich ail other precepts
are subordinate, from which they may ise seen to
flow ; and if there is, what is its value?" Thiese
questions are answered by citiag the central princi-
pie-" Love thy neighbour as thyself." With the
first rommandmeat of Jesus Mr. Stanton does not

,)se to, deal, because he desires to confine him-
self to the purely ethical question. There seeras to
us, we must confess, a weak point here-a weakness
tihe ivriter shares with the author of " Ecce Homo."
So far as it goes, the examination of Christ's teacli-
ing, frora a merely human stand-point, is capable of
doing good service in an age Nvhen aith in the super-
nutural is dira, and the spiritual lights have buraed
iow; but it is flot fair treatment of a systera -vhich
$0 intimately connects duty to Godi witlh duty to man,
that they cannot be separated except by violence.
Thse motive to right conduct is wvanting ; the sanc-
ions upon which jesus Iays the chief stress are taken
aivay. Mr. Stanton hiraself quotes one of many
texts wvhich would prove this view of the Chiristian
coe of Ethics :-" Love your enemies," &c. Why?
" That ye may be thse children of your Father which
is in Heaven. " The best part of the wvriter's papier
4 thse comparison of thse Greek and Roman moral
Philosophies with the teaching, of Christ. Mr.
Stanton is flot a Utilitarian in Ethics, and lie, of
cousse, airas a blow against the shreds whichi yet te-
ma1inl of the "lgreatest happiaess" principie. His

ITERATI) RH1.

second iaquiry relates to asceticism, and fisaliy the
attitude of Christian miorality to the progress of
human society. In the course of thse latter Mr.
Stanton makes a good point by placing together two
passages-one front thse weli-knowa wvork of Mr. Fitz-
jamses Stephiea, iii vhichi lie asserts that if mea took
tise raorality of tise Gospels as their guide of life,
they would, in sober earnest, "tat the worid up-
side down," aad tise other frora Mr. J. S. Mili, "lOn
Liberty," wvhere lie compiains that Christianity is
" «esseatially a doctrine of passive obedience ; it
inculcates subraission to ail authorities found estais-
lished," &c.

Dr. Bastian, thse author of " The Beginnings of
Life," returns to his speciai subject in a paper on
" Heat and Living Matter." A very full accouat 15
given of tise experiments of tise Abbé Spalnzani in
tise last century, on tise effects of heat on organic
life, animai and vegetabie. I-le remained a Pan-
spermatist, as Pasteur and H-uxley are noiv. That
is, he beiieved that no life can have any existence ex-
cept by means of antecedent life. Dr. Bastian, on
the contrary, is a believer ila "spoatancous genera-
tion, " and goes so far as to express a conviction that
orgassisms may le produccd frora inorgaaic matter.
Having hermetically seaied a glass tube which lsad
contained organic life, and lad been subraitted to
heat sufficient, as lie believes, to ciestroy ail vitality,
lie found that infusoria were still alive after an in-
terval of several weeks. Professor Huxley says tisat
sooner tisan admit sponacous generation, hie wvould
incline to tise belief that thiere wverc gerins wvhich
heat couid not destroy.

Mr. I-lewlett's rather Iengthy essay on "lThe
Poems of Mattliei Arnold'« is a very able one in
many respects. It is perhaps, too invariably eulo-
gistic, but tise svriter's thorougli sympathy with his
author wvill le of service to tise reader. The paper
is intended to serve as a guide to tise connectex! and
natural study of Mr. Arnoid's wvorks. Mr. Hewlett
traces wvith great care the progress of thse poet's mmnd,
frora tise early jsoems in wvhicls lie .vas isnbued wifl
tise Helieaic or IlNeo-pagan spirit," througis tise
period of dossbt to tise more spiritual raid IlHebrais-
tic " phase into wvhich lie passed in spite of lîimscif.
The coutinuity of purpose ia his prose and pocticai
Nvorkzs is traced, and tise apparent conflict betwea
jtsera, ia tone and object, reconciled by a careful ex-


