THL CLAIMS AND PROCREDINGS OF THE PRESBYTERIANS SINDICATED,

The wording of the report of the committee 1s
_deserving of perticular attention. It was com-
posed of the mast distingvished statesmen and
. lawyers of the country, yet these eminent persons,
-with amodesty characteristic of superior ability.
winch 1t were to be wished had more imitators in
Canada,dechne expressing any opinion of theirown
on the precise legaltorce of the statute, but adhere
to that given by thosc constitutionally called on
-to determine 1t—the law officers of the crown.

Angcther question however was broached which,
asithas been thrown into the discussions of the
day by the Archdeacon of Toronto, in a way
tending to darken what is otherwize sufliciently
clear, | may as well allude to here.  Doubts had
arnisen, whether or no the framers of the act under-
stood the real torce of that wlich they enacted—
or, ifthe power of constituticnal principles, had
not shaped their act into an instrument operating
otherwise than they proposed, whether, in fact,
they intended its provisions to comprehend only
the Protestant clergy recogmsed by the laws of
the land, orthat they should extend to all Protes-
tant sects.

On this point too the committee gave their
opmion, and came to the conclusion, that the per-
sous who bronght forward the measure i Parha-
ment had designed that the proceeds of the resery-
¢d lands, should be applicable generally to any
Protestant clergy. It isclear that this consututes
nu opposition ot opinion. The crown lawvers had
given their opinion on one pomt, the constitutional
and legal meaning of the term Protestant cleray
as apphed to Canada.  The committee gaie theirs
miwo : Ist, whatin Canada is the legal and con-
stitutional meaning of this term, and what conse-
quently the force of theact ; 23y, what were the
clergy intended by the framers.

Tamtherefore surprised that one who has studied
the subject solong s Dr. Strachan, should repre-
sent these opinions as ¢ conflicting.”  On the sub-
Ject of our nights we have never found any con-
theting opinions out of Canada.  Whenever fair-
Iy brought before the Home Government and au-
thonties they have been fuily admitted.

But, besides our constitut:onal and legal claims,
there are others demed to us from the duties im-
posed on the British Government, as duties are jm-
poscd on all Goverors, of providing for the wel-
furc of us its Canadian colomsts, The sigplest
principles of Govermment give us ir this way
rights, which it were well we had alt aleng fully
crjoyed.

I presuine it is not necessary for ime to set about
proving that to the well being of a state noiling
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so much contributes as the correctness of the
morals of those composing 1t.  Nether { suppose,
am Leatled on to make out, from a collavion of
fucts, that the prevalence of rebgious principles
15 the concomntant, and way generally be taken as
the criteriun, of morahty. Speaking pohiticully,
experience proves that christ:amty, preached and
practised, 15 a necessity to the sound svcial condi-
ton of every modern state.

The vast regions of Canada were laid opento
Brituns, Under the protection of the Bnitish Go-
verument, they were invited to colomze them.
[n tlus enterprise our countrymen were amongst
the furemast.  Their scattered bands appeared at
every point the poneers of civilization in these
then unknown regions, It is much owing to the
unergies of Bcotsmen that Canada 1s now a ferule
and flourishing dependency of the Empire,

Tlas undertaking, tins conversion of forest into
ficld, has not been efiected by any who entered on
it without endunng severe privations.  Our coun-
trymen have shared in them all ; '.aut, of them all,
1 beheve there 12 one which they felt more keenly
than all the rest—I meun the deprivation of relin-
vus ardinances. The retutning Sabbath no longer
marked by « the sound of the church gong bell,”
congregauny them, as in their native Jand, to hear
the word of life frum the lips of one they revered,
their stated pastor, whosesupenizntendence restraua
ed from evily chieered in well domg 3 whose lebors
kept glowing in their breasts the holiest desires
and most cnvbling hopes. I'he want of this, as it
were rallymyg poust,for those sublimer thoughts and
asprrations of humanity umting heaven and earth,
wlich sustain amid wretchedness and nnsfortune,
and clevate above even the terrors of death, bas to
thent been a heart snking deprivation. As the
senze of ity and of ats operation in their families,
hax come over them, in their seasons of reflection,
Canzda has indeed seemed to them a foreign land.
At these seasons the bordering forest has hung
over them more ploumily ; the surrounding wilder~
ness has in ther apprehensions becumne more
savagely wild.

Truetaany of our countrymen have allowed list-
lessness as to these things to creep over thew
mauy have sunknto apathy, But this,alas ! only
proves the extent of the evil that has been sns-
tained. I feel confident that Scotch Canadians
—and happily their respectability as a  cluss
enables me thus to speak without offence—1 am
sure, that they would have been far beiter amd
therefore happier men, that their character woutd
nave stood higher had 1t been universally in therr
power to enjoy even a measure of the relizious ad-
vantages of their native land—had its chureh been



