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The series of wlaich, titis is the tirst
volume is o110 of the inost alîuhitious eii-

te hi'sJitherto undertaken by a Cana-
diaîî editor orplublialier. Extendiîîg uvc
twenity-fiv'i volumies, sînd iaîi'olving(i til
initial outlkty uf several hutndred thotisand
lollairs, it aiis at setting before the

Eti<gl4lh-speakitg world a record o>f the
progre-is of the cenitury at once replete
iwitlî popular interest, and yet so, coin-
prelicusive, so trustworthy and1( 8o coni-
venietît as to, forin a ermîanîent auîd
valuable work of reference. The volume
before us, as well as the reputation of the
writers of tho-se to cone, ("ive p)romlise
of amîple f ulfiliinent o>f titis design.

Dr. Witlirow deals both generally and
sp)ecitically witli the religiotus progress of
the century. Beginning with a general
jiccount of the moral and religious con-
dition of Europe, England, aîid Anierica
at the close of the last century, including
a chapter on the great revival under
WVhitefield and the Wesleys, beforepaasing
to religious progrcs in the strict sense,
lie touches two great mioral aspects of the
world's mnovemient, Sabbath. Observance
and Slavery, giving suggestive notes on
the advance iade and on the dangers
SUil existing.

As ruiglit be expected, the discus.sion
of ]Religions Progress begins with the
grears iiissionary inovement. This oc-
eu pies about, one-fourth of the volume,

ndis in itself a compact history of the
missionary work of the century. Carey
and India, the South Seas and John
Williams, Af rica and Li'7,iigstotie, China
and Morrison, Turkey and Cyrus Bain-
lin, Persia and Henry Martyn, Burniah
and Judson, WVolff and the Jews, Eliot
and l3rainard and the North, Ainerican
Indians, are starting-points leading to
Coke and Duif, Hunt and Calvert, Selwyn
and Patteson, Burns, Hudson Taylor
and Mackay, McKenzie and Hannington.
The picture is an inspiring one, but it
covers such a vast exteîît that one cannot
help missing a nmltitude of details not
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inferior iii interest and importance tc the
facts presentedl.

Front missions otir author- procceds to
thie liistory of the itidividital Clitirches, to
Wliicl a I second foinrth of the volumle is
<lev<te<l. The Clitircli of Englauîd, the
Pr'lesltyteriani Ch urch, the Methodlist
Chutrchi iii its treat branches, the Conge-
gational Chur-ches, the Baptists, the
iLutherns, n uas, , udUniversalists,
Frieaîds, M~lormions, and Spiritunlists, auid
f aally tlie Ronmaun Catholic Chiurcli, are
ait. briefly î>awsed iii review. Indeed. so
condensed is titis paîrt of the work tinît
one cannot but tliuk that it iiighit better
liave been onîiittcd, aîid the space given
to the great religious novenents wlîich.
have touched ai the Churclies. Tliese,
înicludingý- the progress of religitius tliouglit
auid scholarshiap, thie greAt Suaîday-scaool
movemnent, the great inovenients f(,r- the
distribution of the Seriptures and re-
ligious literature, the great niovemients
for the salvation of our city heathenisin,
inclnding the Salvation Arrny, and the
imiportant Young People's Movemnents
and Societies, fill out the reinainînc, sec-
tions of the bocok and find altogethe'r.too
scanty space in the handred and sixty
piges at the close, while the great evan-
gelistie movenent of the centui-y, which
created so anany of these special activîties
or inspired themn with dieir fulaiess of
religious life and p)ower, does flot receive
separate treaitinent.

Oaîe rises froin the perusal of the book
feeling that he lias touched but the out-
Uine of a vast field whichi lie would fain
exp)lore in ail its breaidtlh of exterit and
wealth of interest by the aid of mnany
such v'olunmes instead of the one. It
leaves the conviction that the religious
life of humanity with which it deals is
not inferior either in importance or in
fulness of tuatter to that secular life to
each, individual aspect of wlxich a full
volume is devoted.

But while the volume is of necessity
litnited'to a bird's.eye view, it mnust prove
of interest and profit to every Christian
worker, and especially to the large nuni-
bers of -our young people wlîo are now
taking an earnest and intelligent iiiterest
ini religious life and wozk.
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