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Later Billical Researches in Palestine and the  Adju-
cent Regions : a Juurnal of Travclsin 1852, By L.
Runixson, E. Smim, aud Otbers.  Muriay.
fn the Holy Land Dr. Robinson's routes have been

for the most part new ones; runnjug cbiclly on the

outs:de ot the country, cempated with those ho tra-
versed before, though not, ¢xcopt on omne occasion,
crowng the Jardan. e travelled lmsurely from

Bevroat 108 rualem in twenty-four days, through the

mddie of Gahleg and the western lnlls overbanging

the preat maritime plan, visitmg the desolate site of

Josapaty, and finding uew arguments for pla ag Ea-

aue ata much greater dstanco than we ae aceuss

towmed 1o cansider . The principal impression which
bis account icaves is of tho greut richness of tho coun.
try 1 —

\Wu had explored with some minutencss tho mid-
dle portions of Galilee, nad parts of Samatia, which as
ret are latle known,  We were grealy struck with
the rchuess and productiveness of theso splendul
plains, ecpecially of Lower Gables . meluding that of
Esdiavion. In these respecets that rogon surpasses all
tho rest of Palestne,  In the vivigion of the country
amony the teibes, Judah wag the larget, amd took tte
largest ternitory. But broad teacts of ita land wore
rocky and sterite, and others desert; while even its
great plam along ths coast was and 15 Loy tertile than
tnose fur-her north, 7 %vlun and Lsachar, apparent-
ly the smallest tribes, hod the eream of Palestine
while Asker, Napthah, forther North, posesscd the
rich uplands sud wooded Intly of Galidee, stili nizh and
abundant w tllage and pastmaze.”

o has drawn attention to certain remaing, uniform
in character, and seatrered abont Galilee, which were
new to huu g and in these ho sees the rums of Juwish
synagagues, provably of the cather centunes alter
Chrust :—

# The chuef objects of intercst at Kelv Bir'im are
tho remaing of twvo structures, whieh ot first were to
us inexphcable.  One is in the north eastern part ol
the viliage, consisting of the front of a building wlich
faced towarids the south, with two rows of Inuestune
eolumns befure it, belunging to a postico.  The front
wall 13 of s1ones hewn stmoutb, some Q@ them of con.
swderably size. In toe mnddle is a porial of good sizu
end proportions, with sculptured sidesposts and lintel,
the latter baving *n its middle a wieaib. Over tins
13 a cotinee, and then a well-tormed round arch,
ornawented with a sort of wreath around 1it,  On
each side of this portal is a smaller swde-door, each
with a cornice of d.flerent sculpture.  Above vach of
theso side-doors is asmaller window, capped with an
ornamented stone.  Tha columns of the outer or tiont
ro are wmostly standing., The capitats look at first
iko Doric, but are formed of rings, that is, are taper-
cd down to the sbalt wmerely by ruccesstve amaller
riugs,  Some still bear their atchitraves. The whole
portico 13 sunk i robbish. . . . . . . L L.
The other ruin is a quarter of a mele distaut in the
fields north-east. "Lhe edifice was obvivusy simlar
fo that above described, but all s fallen amd gone,
except tho middlo portal, with its omumentud side-
posta and lintel.  This last is sculptured, has the
wireath in the middle, and 1 a lag and narrow space
at the bottom bears an inscription in the common
Hebrew letters, or square character.  But the letters
ury so wuch defaced Ly the weather, and the wind
was 60 :tiong and geld, that we could not undertake
to copyil. The first word *peace,” and that only
was quite distinct. . ..
As thete remains were the first of the kind that we
bad yot ceen, and were of a style of architesture ut-
terly unkunown to us, we were at a 63 for some
time what to make of then, They were cvidently
neither Geeek nor Roman.  The inscription, if au-
thentic, obviously marks both structures as of Jewish
origin, and, as such, thoy could only have been syna-
gogues. Wa wviere, bowever, uot saiunfied on this pomt
until wo found at Meirdn the same species of archi-
tecture, in the sckaowledged remains of an ancient
Jewish synagogue. We afterwards found the ruins of
like structures at Irbid, Tell Ilum, Kedes, and perhaps
other places in Galilee, all marked with tko same ar-
ebitectaral peculiaritics.  LThe wize the ciaborate seulp.
tured ornament, and the splendour of these cdifices,
4o not belors ta a scattercd and dewn-trodiden peo-
ple; such as the Jews have bren in theso regions ever
since tho fourth century. These coslly symagogues,
therefore, can boicierred only to the earlicr centurics
of the Christian cr2, when (GGalilee was the chief reat
of the Jews, 2nd Jewizh [earning and echools flourisbed
at Tiberias Al thess circumstazces would scem to
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wark o condition of prosperity and wealth acd infle
enve among the Jews of Galileo in that ago of which
noither their own Listorians, nor any othor, kave given
ns any account,’

1u the neighbort. xd of Jerusalem bo rotraced some

in the nerghborliood of lebron, and retwined to the
sources of the Jordan, ekitting the heights which ew
closu its deep valley on ths weet, and srossing the river
for a day towontfy thesite of Pella,in which he seemy
1o havo succeednd ; and proceeding to lasbeyah by
tho plain of Genncearet and tho marshy luvel through
which the Jordan flows into the lake. 1le gives an ie.
teresting account of the thrae great sources of the Jor-
dan—thuse of ilasbeyah, of Dan, aud of Cicearea
Phibppi—tisng in the lunectony ehffs or voleanie ter.
races at the base of' Ilermon, and joming ther thico
streams of dilferent colors before they pour into the
Luke Merom  and o ascortaming this junction De.
Robaneon kas thy crcdit of solving a problem hatkerto
unsethode® e had not visted Daascus or Baalbee
in lus totmor juurney ; und ths deficiency 1s now made
up.  Ils intormation has been partly antivipated by
the waik ot Mr. Lorter, to whom ho tnakes tfrequont
teterence 5 but Dr. Robingon’s observations have a
business hike completeness aud matbod which give thew
a dustinet chatacter aml importanee, whether on uew
or old ground, e inserts a fuller deseription of the
great Sanctuary of the Sun at Baalbee shan travellers
b fors hum have thgught of giving, who bave left their
1ca:durs to consnt Wood and Dawkins, Aund befinishes
with waking the encuit of the range of Lebanon, aud
descriting carefully the porges and glens which make
ns western side 20 tull of Leauty. The two general
pumts to which tus observations on ali this country
about Lebanon and Hermon dicact atiention are, the
abundance and buaauty of the water sourcos and
streams § and the numerous traces, in the shape of
rwned temples among mountain solitudes, or glades in
the Inlty, or promontories over rivers—* pitding about”
Hermen, and surptising the traveller, among the ter-
races and cascades of Lebanon—of the od Synan
wolatzy.  And  this supgests a remark which has ce-
curred 10 us continually ir: the porusal of Dr Robinvon,
who lays great stress on certan arelutectural peculs-
srities, without. ns far as wo can  see, having any spe-
cial acquaintance with kg -ubject. Palustine bas been
examined vecy closely ard sowpetently—itis strange,
comsidering the Lm  J area of the country, that it
must be added, novertheless, in~ompletely,t—~1n a geo
araphieal point of view. It has not yet been travelled
architecturally.  An oxananation of its various remams,
by a person thoroughly and practically conversant witk
the true features aud many fallacies of architectural
evidenes, is yet wanting, and is very much needed, for
the trustwortluness of our knowledge.—L. Guardian.
AANANANANANAAN WAL A AL
BERMUDA, BY A FIELD OFFICER.®
Tor the goographical space they cecupy, or the bise
torical events with wiuch they have been conncuted,
i the rallovex'd Bermootbes” have had their full sbace
of attention. It Shakspcare did rot, asthe @ Field-
Oflicee” snamtains he did not, laythe scene of ¢ L%he
Temypest there, he certainly bad the group in Iis
mnd’s ese ; Waller and Andrew Marvell have cale-
brated the Somers L.l:3 m verse; Bishop Berkeley
expatiated u;  ther beaaties in prose; and Moore
has made them memorable Ly his poetry and lus resi-
dence. Yot of the three hundred and sxty-five 1sles
or aslets of which the group consists, only some balt a
dozen are sufliciently large to be habitable ; they form
3 chaiu of about,twenty-fonr wiles in lengib, and are
conuected togecher by bridgss o ferries ; their breadth
varies from three hundred yasdsto a nule and a balt.
‘The chmate is favourable to production if there were
but the soil.  Wheat can be grown § the crops of bar-
ley and tobacco are good ; sugar and caffec can be
raised, and arc as curiosities 5 but the staple produc-
tion for export is or was arrowrost. The populanon
ranzes at about 8000 ; the imports in 1855 wore
£162,000, and the exports £41,000—a discrepancy
explained by tho fact that the Dockyard, canviet
establishment, &e., cost this country annually upwaris
of £200,000. The imporiance of the islands as a
military and:ni\;n!i!a!uon 15 undoubted ; Je«, probda.

* Dr. Thomson and Mr. Stauley were unaware of this
junction of the three atreams.

1 1t is atvunge, for indtance, that with inicligent and in.
quisidive Amuricans at Insbeyah and Damascus, not to
speak of other travellers, it should bave bheen left for Robin.
503l to make out the junction of the Jordan streams abovo
t! ¢ Jake of Merom.

¥ Leomuda, a Coony, @ Furtress, and a Prison; or Eigh
teea Mowths tn the Suners Idands,  (With Map aud Hjus-
té-.uious.) By a Ficld Ofiicer.  Published by Longman &

0.

ground which he  .d not tharoughly exawmined beforo, *
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bly, for their actual use tban for the wisshief thoy
would be i thy handa of Ametica, which haa always
sinco tho flest cutbresk of the Ruvolutionary war had
hier eye upon thewn.  What roturn this country gains
for the oullay, is not sv clear, and tra speak with
referenco to thy dofence of the ivlands, The position
of the group is within a fuw degeees of the ‘Lropics—
in tho samo ftitudo as Madeirs, The climate is
courss hot in most sumners, though bearable ; hut
from December to Junu it is ony of tho finest in tbe
world.  Wuru it but ns closo to Fugland asit s to
Awerica, the Field Officer thinka it would bo o fa-
vorite resort for invalide, Great clnges, howovers
muet ficst bo wads in the accommedation and mode
of living, which ara those of the West Indies in a
culder chimate.  Bendes thy want ol hotibs and other
appliancea to comfort, there atg very tew houses with
chunneys except in the kitchens. Yot fires must bo
desitable (n the wintar @ on the 1t of June last yenr,
the ofli ers of the mees at Leeland Liand had a fire
hghted for dinner,—an exception, probably, but ex
coptinnal weather avertakes wvaluls,  Jo tho Bermu-
das, there are no burricanes proper, but 1hey aro yot
“ihe sull vexed Bormosthes”: pales swaep over
them, and feom the narrow widsh of the land, and
the absence of elovation, wust blow with terrible vio.
lenee—cnough to bluw you into the rea.

' The Field Officer who aves a pleasant though
somewhat gencral account ol this grovp, as “ a Colony,
Fortreas and a Prison,” passed dizhicon months there
on duty m $855-"56 3 but ho appoars to have visited
the islauds befure,and to have romie knowledge of the
West Indwes. e gives a good deseription of the
group, both land and water—for the wamland is so
surrounded by islets and rocks that itis fenced off' from
the Atlantic; together with an account of the soil,
clunate sud nawnral productions.  These are a rapid
resume of thy history ¢f the Colony, some tketches of
its present sactal state, & criticisiv on 1hy condition of
its defunces, and an aceount of the convicts, with soma
obtervations on the syslelws past and to come; for it
scewns the dissatisfaction at home has cansed now ig-
structions to be usued with the Jast asrivals, giving less
di<cretion ond enlorcing sreater stringency. Al these
things are toucked 10 the easy stylo of 3 man of the
world, Lut eomewhat superficially, and occasionally
with the pr judices of a ¢ practicsl” Juan

The chwt utility of the Benmudas would be in case of
a war with America, when as a station it would come
mand the entire range of the Atlantic eeaboard from
Boas:on to ths mouths of the Missisnppi and furnish a
rendczvousfor 1ctitting crubsers.  To America its valus
would be greater.  Not only would the plave bo a de-
fence instead of a meang of attack, but it would com-
mand the track of all the West India trade, and be-
sides a naval station would become a porfect lornet’s
nest of privateess.  That the importance of the place
is not overlooked by our authoritics, ig shewn by ths
fact, tkat during the late dsfference with America the
Bermudas were on two distinct occasions the rgndez-
vous of a fleet.  This, luwever, could not be "perma.
nently done without losing the advantage of tho shipy
as oruisers,  The land fortifications are eithor of old
date or neglected.

4 St Georue's is well fortified. It is defended by
about ninety gans ; but they are of a calibre unsuited
to the times e live in.

4 Castlo Harbor should no longer be sufered to re-
main in its present state. From Bermuda inwavds it
cannot be entered by satling boats drawing more than
five feet of water ; but ships of large burden can enter
it from the soutt-cast, with a httle care and 2 good
pitat.  And asihere are no forts to guard the ontran.
cus, that tide of the Bermudas may bo considered quite
defenceless, Some supgest the filling up of Castle
Harbor j but that measure would bs both difficult and
expensive. 1t would be, morcover, crucel, for in tem-
prstuous weathier vegesls sometitnes take 1efuge there.
Tle slternative is to fortity the entrance. A couplo
of Lutteries of cighty-four, or even of sixty-cight
pounders, on somo of the littlo islands near tho mouth
of the barbor would be suflicient to render impaseablo
a chaanel already duiiculs of access.

“Then to revert to 1be defences of the islands, Wo
bave 200 gaus of wsuflicient calibre, defending a place
which almost any mulitary nation would devm worthy
of 160 picces of artillery  Bven 200 more would go
far torender it impragnable while provisionsJastud; or
two or thrce more martello towers weuld do niuch, It
is a mstalie, however, 10 suppose, as somo dy, that a
few gun-boats would eupply every deficiency. They
could no: provent a surpsise ; for it would bz by vo
meaus easyyeven in moderate weather, to carry these
boats rM round to the weak points which wigbt ba



