cetnitre.  This year many well-known
Winunipeggers are spending thelr holi-
days here, camping on the lake shoro
or boarding. The present store of
Geo. Manson at this point Is practically
a new butlding and is a handsome and
commodious one. Mr. Manson is one
of the oldest residents in these parts,
having first locaged In '79.  He ays
isiness never was bettoer with him
aml as an evidence of his prosperity
he Is crecting a fine new residence.
Robt. Scott, of Shoal Lake, has matlo
himself very widely known by his oper-
atious in the manuvfacture of butter.
Hig creamery at Shoal Lake has been
descrivea and tllustrated before in The
Conrmerclal 0 that we nead not o In-
to detalis now. Improvements are
alway+ being made though to keep 't
up with the times; the latest of theso
i{ a pasteurizing apparatus. This
creamery {s conceded by ail who have
scen it to be one of the very finest
to be found anywhere and Mr. Scott
is Justly proud of it. The general

THE COMMERCIAL

abie stopping place for traveliers and
others bulit, The creamery at  this
polnt Is now operated by Mr. Laycock,
who is also & prominent storekeepor
and cattle dealer. The output of this
creamery is telng inereased sten:dily.
Ridington, the contractor, who Illves
Lere, reparts a number of fine bulldipgs
teing crected by the farmers in tlﬁs
neighborhood.

Binscarth and Russe i, are two well-
kniown polnts on this line  The latter
has had several new bulldings added
recently, and one important one is now
nearing completion, that is the new
store of Smellio Bros. & (o.  When
apmpleted this will give this firm
very large and complete businesg prem-
ltes. They have also n store at Bins-
carth. Binscarth is looklng forward
to the erection of & new and suitable
hotel building.

Betwe e these points and Yorkton,
the terniins of the line, a number of
small tat thriving settlements are
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FLOUR MILL, ELEVATOR AND \WATER POWER AT MILIWOOD.

This industry is near the crossing of the Assiniboine River by the M.&EN.W. Ry.

Winter scene

Ice does not interfere with the operation of water powers in the wintersin Manitoba,
as a clear shect of water runs below the ice.

store of this gentleman is a fine es-
tablishiment and is equipped with all
modern improvemeuts. The stock is
not excelled in quality or appearance

outside of innipeg in the
proviuce. The Hudson’s Bay
company are also large general

traders at Shoal Lake and have fine
premises. A new hotel has been opened
this-year at Shoal Lake which largely
increases its capacity to accommec-
date travellers and pleasure-seekers.

Botiween Shoal Lake and Birtle, the
next important point west, you come
to the villages of Kelloe and Sols-
zirth, the latter belng an especially
lively place this year and several addi-
tions are contemplatad to its business
community.

Birtle 1is enjoying a fair share of
prosperity this year, and its stores and
places of business are adding much to
the volume of business done.

Noxwarren has one additian to its
business community—Henry Leckies
general store—and it is having a suit-

situated, which each add their quota
to the volume of business transactal
in’ this country yearly. Saltcoats is
the largest of these and the town
which tears this name is now assum-
ing constderable size and is widely
known on accounts of its settlements
of Scotch Croftars.

Yorkton Is a thriving cdatre and is
o supply point and shipping staticu for
2 large areg of ranching and farming
land. Business is done here with
points as mucli as one hwndred wmiles
west and north.  Some very produc-
tive and well-to-do settlements on the
line of the proposad extension of this
route to Prince Albert find Yorkton
their most convenient market town.
Several general stores are already
finding a lucrative trade here and
others are gradually being added. The
Hudson's Bay company are putting up
a new building now which i to he oc-
cup’el this fall with a general stock.
L. Beck, general merchant, is also
erecting o new store building. The
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Churelr of Eugland congregasion (s
bullding & noew church and a number
of citizens are putting up private resl-
dences. The Arnold Ifouse is a new
hotel which was opened not many
months ago.

Such are some of the changes and
improvenients to be noticed along the
M. & N. W this year. No doubt future
Years will show an equal amount of
prowth and as settiement takes place
aml popuiation Increases, new indus-
tries will spring up and present ones
ke dewqiopesd In this rich and fertile
region that will place it among tho
first of the industrial  and agricnl-
turat regzions of western Canadn.

A Good Class of Scttlers.

As an evidentes of the extent to
which Manitoba is attracting atten-
tlon as a field for agrlcultural and
kindre.l enterprises the fact may be
noted that during & recant visit of a
representative of The Commercial to
the northrwestern part of  Manltoba
sxd among other towns to Yorkton,
it was found that it Is Lecoming quite
aommon for celegations compesed of
three or fuur tarmers {rom some one
or othe: of the grain and cattio .rals-
ing states of the American union to
make a tour of the different districts
in that part of the province and alter
quietly siztng up the situntion rewrn
for their fawmilies and to advise their
neighbors and friemds to move to Can-

“ada, One of these reconnoitering part-

fes was visiting Yorkton white The
Comuerciny representative was there.
It was compo-el of two ex-Canandians
who  have teen living for the past
eighteen years in lowa and have done
well there, one of the men being the
pwner of no iess thign three valuable
furms, but having heard so much abous
the capabllities of Western Canada
they have decided to investigate and
if reports are found to Le trae and the
they country to their iiking wey in~
tend to buy ranching land and move
here with their familiess  Not only
this, ‘but eacht of them have o hall a
dozen nelghbors who will also move to
Canada If these do. Thus quietly, bat
none the less surely, are these western
prairies meeting with the attention
they deserve as fields for settlement
and homemaking,.

Tea Standards,

The committee composed of Messrs.
Dyy.e, Moatreal; Ince, Toronto; Mac~
plierson, Hamilton; and Bate, Ot-
tawy ; who have been collecting sam-
ples of tea at the different centres for
transisstun to Ottawa, have complet-
ed their iabors. Tho government an-
alyist Is nuw engaged tn testing these
teas, and such as do not stand the
test will ve prohibited from entry into
Canada. From the remainder, which
pass the test, all of which will ve en-
titlel to admission, the commistes com-
posed of the gentliemen above named
will draw up a stantard by infusion,
amd when they have dond so, teas for
admission into Capada will bave to
scale up to the standard. The com-
mittee expect to got through their
work by the middie of November, and
after that time teas will be inspectad
by standard, and not by the .present
method. It Is understood that the
nraposed standard will keep out all
teas that sell wholesale for less than
15¢, as values now run. All members
of the trade are in favor of the stand-
ard method of inspection, and also of
shutting out the cheap imerior grades
of tea which wholesale aroung 11c¢ to
12¢.



