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INSURANOE RATES IN WINNIPRE.
|Continued from Page 230 {

as class 1), which is a very low rating. Some
persons who have given considerable attention
to the question of fire insurance, claim that
Winnipog should be rated in claas B,, which
would give us much lower rates than have
been chargod here in the past.  Be that as it
may, the fact that the city has been rated so
low in the past, would indicate that the in-
aurance people have expected disastrous fives
here and rated the city accordingly. Instead
of that, the oity has been singularly exempt
from fire«; but the first severe fire that has
occurred in years, up gu the rate:, notwith-
atanding the low rating we have had in the
past, in anticipation it would seem of heavy
losses here. [t isstated that one of the mana-
gers of a liading Eastern company. who
visited Winnipeg a <hort time ago, admitted
that this place was their best paying city in
the country  Surely in viewof allthe money
the companies have mado here in the past.
and in view of the h'gh rates already charged,
they could have afforded o have said nothing
about the little losses they have recently met
with, instead of increasing the rates on an
already unjustly burdened community.

Various proposals have been made to re-
lieve the city of the burden of high insur-
ance rates, There has been some talk of a
municipnl system of insurance, While such
a system would have paid the city well up to
the present time, it is doubtful if it would be
wisdom to advocate such a system. Ina
businexs like fire insurance, a municipal
system has the effect of condeusing the risks,
while safety demands that the risks should be
scattered. A provincial government systom
of insurance has also becn brought up, which
would enable the spreading of risks all over
the proviuce, instead of confining them to the
city, and to tuis extent wounld be preferable to
a municipal system. If the companies cannot
be prevailed upon to give the city fair treat-
ment in this mattor, an effurt to secure some
other means of protection may be found
necessary. It is to be hoped, however, that
the companies will at once announce a sub-
atantial reduction in the ratex. and thus stop
the agitation for relief from <ome other
quarter.

An agitation for municipal reform has been
going on in the United States for some time,
and it seems to have taken a deep hold upon
the people, especially the more respectable
element in the population of the country.
The movement has found force in the holding
of conventions in the interest of better civic
government. The second annual meeting of
the National Municipal League, an organiza-
tion formed in the interest of municipal re-
form, will he held in Minncapolis, opening
on December 8. Adsociated with the Nation®
al Leaguc aro a number of branch or state
organizations, all working with the \ame ob-
jeet in view. There is certainly much need
for such & movement in the United States,
National politics has been the stumbling-
block in Jhe way of good municipal govern-

ment in the republic. The elective aystom

of the country, which has associated
national and municipal olections  to-
gether,  has made national  poli-

tics the predominating influence 1n municipal
elections, with results quite ax unsatisfactory
as might be expezted from such n wretched
avatem. The nreople are now opening their
eyes to the absurdity of the situation. Very
wisely, it has been decided that national poli-
tics must be divorced from municipal affair
before effective work can be accomplished in
the direction of municipal reform. A con-
stizutional movement is now in order. separ-
ating municipal from national election«. The
movement has advanced so rapidly and taken
such practical shape. that guod result« are
sure to be accomplished. I the republic of
recent years there has apparently been a great
loosening of party lines, which augurs well
for better national and state guvernment, as
well as muaicipal reform.  When the people
can step out of the party traces and vote in-
telligently upon public questions, free from
party bia®, the way will be clear for better
government all nlong the line from municipal
up to national affairs.

EDITORIAL FOTES. - .

A, G, THomvrsoN, a grain dealer of Mon-
treal, writes a letter to the Winnipeg Free
Press in answer to an item which appeared in
The Commercial recently, in which his name
was mentioned, in connection with the discus-
sion regarding the mixing of Manitoba wheat.
The Free Press rather amusingly gives this
letter the heading ““An Unsolicited Corrobora-
tion,” though we fail to see in 1t anything
very convincing in confirmation of the stand
taken by the Free Press in the matter of mix-
ing and grading Manitoba wheat. Mr.
Thompaon gives New York prices to show
that Duluth wheat is quoted higher in that
market than Manitoba No. 1 hard,  No one
ever disputed that this was not the case. On
the contrary The Comnercial has shown
clearly in recent articles why this is the case.
We have also given reliable quotations show-
ing the relative value of Manitoba and Duluth
wheats in British markets. As the agitation
regarding the grading and mixing of Mani-
toba wheat has practically flattened out, no
guod can be accomplished in again discussing
the matter at length.

News comes from two or three Manitoba
points of movements being on foot toes-
tablish batter or cheese factories in the
spring. Itisnot to soon to be movingin
matters of this kind.  During the winter the
advisibility of establishing dairying indus-
tries can be talked up at leisure. and where
it i3 decided to establish factories, the plant
can be secured and evervthing got ready to
start in the spring. ‘The manufacture of
butter and cheese can be carried on to advan-
tage on the co-operative principal among the
farmers. It usually tales considerable time
to work up preliminaries in starting fac-
tories, and after it i+ fully decided to go ahead
there is sure to be considcrable delay in

procuring plant, engaging a practical man to
take charge. ow. 'The winter =wasomn ix the
best time to complete all arangements for
starting new factories, If left until late in
the winter, the busy spring season will be on
before arrangementa are in shape, with the
result that the matter will probably be drop-
ped until another year. In districts where
the establishment of a factory is contemplated,
it will therefore be advisable to begin almnst
at once to get matters in shape for starting in
the spring.

T'HE (reight rates commizsion met in Win-
nipeg on Monday.  An adjournment was
asked fur two weeks tu give the Vinnipeg
board of trade an opportunity to prepare a
comprehensive statenent. coveriug the entire
country. As nu previous notice was given
when the commission would meet, it was of
course .ecessary to allow an adjournment, as
8 comuplete statement could not be presented
off hand. While the Winnipeg board is at
work preparing its case, the commission will
meet at a number of country points to take
ovidence.  The following puints have so far
been decided upon: Morris, Nov. 28; Mor-
den, Nov. 29; Pilot Mound, Nov. 30 ; Boisse-
vain probably December 8, and then Melita.
Glenboro, Brandon, Carberry and Portage la
Prairie in succession.  Other points will be
named later. Thecommissivnersalso propose
holding sessions at the following points to
afford all parties desirous of submitting evi-
dence an opportunity of so doing: Birtle,
Calgary, Edmonton, Grenfell, Hamiota.
Indian Head, Lethbridge, Macleod, Melita,
Moosomin, Moose Jaw, Neepawa, Prince Al-
bert, Red Deer, Regina, Virden, Wetaskiwin,
etc. The work of presenting evidence to the
commission will devolve upon the businexs
men, and they should be prepared with facts
to place before the commission. This oppor-
tunity of submitting any evidence in the
knowledge of business men throughout the
country, should not he allowed to pass un-
heeded. s

~"'l‘m-: Winnipeg Free Press scems bound to
misrepresent whonever it undertakes tosay
anything about the Maunitoba grain trade.
Now that the agitation regarding the grad-
ing and mixing of wheat has flattened out.
the Free Press bas made a new discovery.
The other day it came out with a ridiculous
yarn to the effect that the Manitoba dealer~
had decided to boycott the grain dealers of
Eastern Canada. Thestory was tooridiculoux
to cause more than passingamusement, but
it was nevertheless promptly telegraphed ta
Montreal and Toronto, where it was no doubt
received as a joke by the grain trade of thos:
cities. In fact it appars that the Free Press
article really did originate from a remark
made in a jocular way, by a Winnipeg ship-
per. What truth could be placed in a report
that the grocers of Winnipeg had decided t..
boycott the employes of the Free Press? Yt
such a statement would be just about a-
truthful as the story about the grain trade
boycott. Bu.asinessis notamatter of sentiment.
Grain men are very much like other busines-
men, and Manitoba shippers will continue




