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DIRECT IMPORTERS

TEAS, SUGARS, W 'NES, LIQUORS and GENERAL GROCERIES
CORNER PRINCESS AND BANNATYNE STREETS, WINNIPEG, MANITOBA,

X012

We have just received one car load of the Best
American Clocks which will be Sold at
*  helow Montreal Prices,

Calland got quotations or send for Samplea.

W. F. DOLL,

Wholesale Jeweler,
525 Main Street, WINNI(PEG

AFTER the end of the month, quotations from
the Chicago board of trade will be no longer
obtainable. The board has resolved to discon-
tinue the department of market regorts, and
quotations eutirely. The effect of this move
upon speculation in the commodities figuring-in
the board reports, will be watched with interest.
At present there seems to be a diversity of
opinions upon the point. Some predict that
the board will soon go back to ths old system
of official reporting.

* -

Tue movement to shorten credit business is
surely spreading. The cotton manufacturers
arc the last to take up the matter. At the
recent meeting of the Dominion Grey Cotton
Association at Montreal, a discussion took
place on the advisability of reducing the terms
of credit to sixty days. Action was deferred
uptil next meeting, when the matter will be
taken up again. Straws show which way the
wind blows, and a good many straws are doat-
ing io the direction of shorter credits. It will
be strange if the next year or two does not
bring a great change in the way business is done
in this country. .

MANITOBA appears to have a worthy re-
presentative at Ottawa in the person of our new
Senator, Major Boulton. Senator Boulton has
shown himself active and energetic in promot-
ing the interests of the west. His exccllent
speech in favor of the opening of the Hudson’s
Bay route, shows that he has given that impor-
tant question very great study. His lengthy
uddress ccatained a mass of information, which
must have been a revelation to the eastern
Members of Parliament and Senators who bad
not given the matter previous study. By the
way Major Boulton has struck out during his
short carcer at Ottawa, it is evident that ho
means to be something moro than anornamental
appendage of the upper chamber. The now

- Senator for the Territories, Hon. J. A. Loug-
heed, has also made his mark at Ottawa. He
hes brought forward a resolution bearing upoa
the most important question affccting tho west
at the present time, namely; immigration.

What tho West wants is people, and Scuator

Lougheed, recognizing this fact, has proposed
that theGovernmentshonldundertako a vigorons

" Domiaion.

immigration policy, with a view to peopling the
vast expanse of uninhabited or sparsely scttled
praivies of Manitoba and the Territories.

» -

Ix connection with the scarcity of feed this
winter THE CoMMERCIAL recently referred to
the great destruction of valuable feed every
year by the custom followed by Manitoba
farmers of burning their straw after threshing
in order to get it out of the way. Some
farmers have used straw for feed for their cattle
this wiater, and although the winter has been
a very severe one, stock fed on straw have come
through all right. Tar CosyenrciaL ventured
the remark, that in this dry climate straw two
years old would answer very well for feed,
in casc of a pinch. We have been since in-
formed that straw four years old has been
used for feed this winter, with success, Hero-
after if Munitoba farmers suffer from a short.
age of feed, it will be their own fault. They
have had a lesson this jear and if they will
¢ oply it, they will hercafter keep a supply of
straw ahead, say to the amount of about two
crops. Then if there is a shortage of hay the
straw will come in very well. It may not be
quite as good feed as hay, bat it would bea
good deal better than nothing. A leading
southern Manitoba farmer stated the other day
to the writer that he would not bother putting
up hay again, so long as he had plenty of straw.
He had used some straw this winter, and his
stock did so well on it, that in future he would
not be at all alarmed about a scarcity of hay, if
he had plenty of straw.

TuEe Manitoba Goverament has resolved to
re-open tho question with the Dominion, regard-
ing compensation for our public lands. Mani-
toba has been deprived of her lands by the
Dominion claim of ownership, under the pur-.
chase from the Hudson’s Bay Company. The
province is allowed a sum amounting to $100,-
000 annually, in licu of these lands. This
amount is altogether inadequate. Little Prince
Edward Island is allowed §800,900 because that
province had no public lands on entering the
Manbitoba should own her public
lauds, or should be compensated therefore to a
reasonable oxtent. The area of the province is

plaged at 74,000,000 acres, whilo tho area of

Prince Edward Island is about 1,365,000 acres.
The absurdity of the grant of $100,000 to Mani-
toba for the robbery of our public lands may
bo shown in the following way: Supposing
that we reduce the areca to 25,000,000 acres,
and value this quantity of land at 8] per acre,
the annual interest on this amount at 5 per
cont. would give the province a revenue of
$1,250,000 Ouotario and Quebec derive large
revenues from their public lands, the revenue
in Ontario amounting to nearly a million and »
half of dollars in 1888. Manitoba has nced of
her lands in order to assist in works necessary
for the development of the country, If wehad
the ownership of our public lands we would be
in a position to carry out such enterprises as the
Hudson’s Bay railway, and pay for them from
the revenue coming in from the lands. Mani.
tobans should assert their rights strongly in
this matter, until some just compensation is
granted for the filching of our lands,
- »

Tne Manitoba Legislature will petition the
Dominion Government in favor of unrestricted
reciprocity with tho United States. The pre.
amble to the resolution bearing upon the sub.
ject, recites the disadvantages under which the
people of Manitoba labor, owing to the high
duties upon agricultural implements, lumber, .
fruits and other goods, <which we are
obliged to import, and which arc an ak
solute wvecessity to the sottlers. **Qwiog
to the geographical position of Manitobs,”
the preamble states, “it would be of very
great benefit to the people of this province
to have closer trade relationship with the
United States.” As to the contention that
the protective tariff bears heavily vpm
Manitoba, there is no ground for argumest
It is almost universally conceded hero chat suck
is the caso, and Manitoba can never receirs
justice in the matter o” :axation while tbe
present policy holds on  \Vhatever maybe
understood from the term ‘‘vnrescricted reci:
procity,” there is no doubt but that greater
freedom in trade intercourse with the United
States would be a takiog policy in Manitobs,
ospecially in view of the burden imposed npo
tho West by the National Policy. :Asa relidd
from this policy almost aay change would bt
popular with the people, .



