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WINNIPEG, NOVEMBER 1, 1002,

MANUFACTURERS AND THE
TARIFF,

An absurd story has been publishs1
b certain government papers to the
effect that the Canadian Manufactu -
ers' Assoclation is or has raised u
fund to buy up and establish papers,
in the interest of protection. The
Commercial has no hesitation in char-
acterizing the report as ridiculous.
This journal is not in lhe secrets of

THE

and our manufacturers are be-
ginning to command a considerable
foreign trade, In addition to supplying
the home demand. There are many
people In Canada, however, who still
keep up the prejudice against home
goods.  The movement to eradicate
what remains of this unpatriotic fee}
ing will be helpea forward by all good
citizens,

The Commercial takes some credit
to itself in the matter «{ assisting to
inaugurate this patriotic movement
Besides advocating this policy in the
columns of this journal, we undertook
by private correspondence with lead-
ing members of the Canadian Manu-
facturers’ Association to urge such a
policy upon them. The result was
that the question was shortly after-
wards discussed by the assoclation
and steps were taken to put some
plan of action on these lines into ef-
fect.

We belleve the press of Canada as
a whole will assist the Manufacturers’
Association in every way possible by
furthering its efforts in this direction.
If the people of Canada could be edu-
cated to give a reasonable preference
for home manufactures, it would be a
great help in building up our national
industries and would materlally lessen
the cry from manufacturers for more
protection in the direction of cus-
toms duties. Inded, it would be bet-
ter for many industries than a large
Increase in the tariff.

COMMERCIAL

to such &n extent to make it
reasonable to belleve that the saving
in the cost of fuel for one year would
approximately equal the cust of the
work neccssary to open navigation to
the lake. It would seem to be the
clear duty of a paternal government
to carry out works of this nature as
early .s possible. This Is practically
the only work of importance that the
Dominion government has been asked
to undertake toward improving west-
ern waterways in a!l the vast region
hetween Lake Superior and the Pa-
cific, and this work has been played
with for the past fifteen years, while
vastly greater have been
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TRADE WITH THE UNITED
STATES,

A very strong Influence Is growing
up in the northwestern states In favo,
of freer trade relationship with Can-
ad. The cities of St. Paul, Minne-
apoiis and Duluth have given frequent
demonatrations of their desires in this
direction. In fact, the question of
trade with Canada is apparently s
much more lively subject thire than
that of trade with the United States
Is on this side of the line. The ques-
tlons of commercial union, reciprocity,
or the various other headings under
which trade relationship with our

golng on all the time on less import-
ant works in the old provinces. It is
to be hoped the_reorganization of the
public works department under a new
minister will lead to some attention
being given to western waterways in
general and the Red river Improve-
ments in particular.

TRANSMISSION OF TUBERCU-
LOSIS.

At the International
congress In  Berlin,
week, Dr,
which he maintained his thcu v that
animal, or at least bovine, tuber-
culosis is not transmissable to man.
The famous professor it will be re-
membered, first advanced this they
at the last conference in Eng'and.
His views, however, were stionzly

Tuberculosis
Germany,

RED RIVER IMPROVEMENTS.

In the present state of the fuel ques-
tion in Winnipeg, the delay character-
izing the Improvement of Red River

the fon, if
that assoclation has any secrets. it
i not necessary that we should be 10
discredit such a report, which Is alto-
gether too absurd to be worthy of
serious  attention. The Canadian
Manufacturers’ Association is compos-
ed of business men, and business men
would not be likely to serlously con-
#ider such a proposition. It is on'v
politiclans who undertake to control
the press for private purposes. It fs
not a business enterprise,

This story about the Manufacturers'
Assoclation has probably grown out
0i the efforts of the assoclation to cre-
ate a feeling among purchasers of giv-
ing a preference to home manufac-
tures. The assoclation has under-
taken what is termed an “educational
campaign,” the object of which is to
encourage consumers to buy home
manufactured wares. A fund for this
purpose is being raised. There is noth-
ing secret nor underhand about this.
It is a policy which will commend it-
self to all classes of the peopls,
regardless of political leanings. It is
@ well known fact that a prejudi >
has existed against home manufac-
tures which has operated very
serlously agalnst some Canadian in-
dustries. A section of the Canadian
veople hud become Imbued with the
Idea that It Is “the correct thing" ‘o
buy and wear or use imported goods,
Articles Inferfor even to the home
makes would be purchased at an in-
Crensed cost to satisfy this foolish
notion. In some lines Canadian
manufacturers have resorted to the
questionable expedient of making
their wares appear like forelgn-made
gcods, In order to get around this
prejudice.  Thus consumers at  home
have worn or used home manufac-
tures often under the Impression that
they had secured an imported article.
Fortunal this foolish and unpatriot-
fe policy seems to be on the wane.
Canada has made very great progress
Industrially during recent years,

is very It has
been affirmed, and not without reason,
that the saving to the citizens of Win-
nipeg in the price of fuel for one year
alone, would pay the cost of the Im-
provements necessary to open navi-
gation between this city and Lake
Winnipeg. For many long years the
people of Winnipeg, through the board
of trade, city council, and in other
ways, have been urging this matter
cpon the attention of the government,
and still very little has been done in
the direction of carrying out the work,
The treatment which the people ha
recelved in this matter from the gov-
ernment is very shabby to say the
least. Only about forty miles from
Winnipeg lles the large lake known as
Lake Winnipeg, nearly 300 miles
length. A considerable fleet of boats
are operating on the lake, and Im-
portant Interests In lumbering, fish-
ing, trading, etc., are tributary to the
lake region. An Insignificant expen-
diture in proportion to the value of
the Interests at stake, s only required
to open navigation between Winnipeg
and the lake. The only difficulty In
the way is the St. Andrew's rapids,
a short distance below Winnipeg, on
the Red river. After many promises
the government did finally undertak:
to carry out the improvements, but
the way the work has been allowed to
lag would give the lmpression that it
Is the desire and Intention to keep it
dragging along for some years yet.
Some sharp action should be taken by
the people In this matter to try and
impress the department with the im-
portance of this work.

Winnipeg is largely a wood-burning
community, and owing to the scarcity
of anthracite coal and the high cost
of fuel generally, the question of in-
creased supply Is of special import-
ance at present. The supply of wood
fuel tributary to Lake Winnipeg Is
very great. With navigation open to
the lake the cost of bringing In this
fuel would be greatly decreased, even

by medical and sclentific
men and he does not seem to have
made many converts to his way of
thinking upon this important sub-
Ject. He maintained that If tuber-
culosis were transmissable from u
ing infected meat, butter, milketc,,
widespread infection would follow,
as consumption of infected foods ia
very great, while Internal tubercul-
osls is very rare. Bolling milk, the
professor sald, does not exterminate
the germs. He declared that only
two cases of alleged infection were
known to him, and these two cases
were not proved. While he would not
affirm, he sald, that transmission
was impossible, such cases were ex-
tremely rare if they did occur.

While the medical profession gen-
erally maintain that the use of tub-
erculous meats, milk, ete., is a source
of great danger to mankind, the out-
spoken stand to the contrary taken
by Dr. Koch, will cause much
doubt to he thrown upon the situa-
tlon. It does seem strange that the
results from eating infected foods are
not more marked, if the danger ir as
great as many medical men assert it
It Notwithstanding the restrictions
and systems of food inspection which
have been adopted, the consumption
of tuberculous food is very great. No
one can hope to enjoy Immunity from
such food, who uses animal food at
all. It is quite possible, however, that
there are forces at work within the
human system to combat the tuber-
culous germs, and which in most cases
overcome and destroy them, thus mak-
ing the cases of Infection much less
frequent than might be expected from
the large consumption of tuberculous
fcod. The question Is sti'l one in which
there appears to be ro»m for contro-
versy, though the weltht of skilled
opinion holds to the belief that animal
tuberculosis is a source of great dan-
ger to man, and that it {s necessary
to enforce restrictions regarding the
inspection and sale of meats, milk,
animals, etc., in order to protect the
human family.

is reported from New York that
l:nndl-nn have been m rge
money In stock tpcnll“on

thm this year.

ighbors to the south have been dis-
cussed, have not been prominent sub-
Jects In the Canadian press of late. In
fact there is less said and written
here on these topics than there was _
years ago. On the other hand, in lhe
cities of the northwestern states at
least, the question of trade with Can-
ada has become a very present fea-
ture for discussion,

One phase of this is the
grain trade. The rapld expansion of
the production of grain in Western
Canada has drawn much attention
from our southern neighbors. Their
millers and grain shippers are anxlous
to share In this grain trade, but they
are prevented from doing so by the
tarift on grain going into the United
Btates. A strong agitation has grown
up within the past year in favor of a
repeal of the duty on grain, so that
Canadian grain could pass freely into
the United States. Anticipating oppo-
sition to this policy from United
States farmers, some Ingenious argu-
ments have been advanced to prove
that the farmers would get better
prices for their grain, if Canadian
grain were allowed to come in. A
sample argument of this nature s to
the effect that Canadian grain is forc-
ed by the shippers here upon the Brit-
ish market at cut prices, in conse-
quence of which the price for graln
from the United States is reduced. If
the grain were allowed to come into
the United States, to be exported
along with the crop of the latter
country, or used for milling, it Is
claimed better prices would be obtain-
ed all around for the grain of both
countries, In the British markets,

Another strong Influence existing in
the cities of the northwestern states
In favor of trade with Canada Is
found among the jobbers of the citles
mentioned above. The jobbers have
heard of the rapid development and
growth in population of Western Can-
ada, and they are casting longing
glances in this direction., They seem
to belleve that Western Canada is
their natural field for exploitation.
Following is the blunt way in which
the Minneapolis Commerclal Bulletin
puts the case in discussing this ques-
tion:

“In a few years at most Mlnnenwnu
and St. Paul jobbing houses will
looking for new flelds to conquer, Thz
tariff wall should be pulled down and
Western Canada opened to them.
Four hundred miles north the Cana-
dian tariff wall marks the dead line
across which Minneapolis nnd 8t,
Paul merchandise cannot be shipped
at a living profit. Reduce it partially;
glve our dry goods, clothing, shoe:

and other

ﬂ.hllnl ﬂlln(.e and Minneapolis

it. Paul will win from Montreal
Tol‘onto a falr share of Western
ada trade. The merchandise Intore-u
of the northwest are now ready and
able to Invade Western Canada the
moment the Canadian tariff will al-
low it."

question

m addition to the copper wire to
be strung from Calgary to Edmonton,
Pacific rallway has ar-

the (‘llu.d

to string another copper wire
from Winnipeg to Fort Will and
Port Arthur.




