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vilhere he's been keeping himleif 1" had been John'ls laBi etatenient anid
question, just as we pae8ed out of the last car before the ont in which wc
wvere ico have supper.

"II know nothing of hinu ; how is one to lccep track o! a fellow svho
vibratca between amateur art ani practicàl p(litics 1" That %vas ry answer
so John, given ns vre followeid a able nman and brother to a seat

Aud then, when ivc were comnfortable ilcat(td, si-Je by side, lte man
oppolite us looiked Ill. t %vas Rcecoe Valentine hiimusel!. This is a world
of coïncidence&.

Il %Vliere have yGu been keeping yourself ail sunimer 1" deniandcd Jihn,
a gentleman whol was alwnïiys famiîhar wilh ail lis acquaintar.ccB,, and une tû0
whonî conversation, the sweep of which circled iveIl toward slang, acemed
te bc easiest and Most naturai.

"I vent down irilo the country," replied VaIentine, «I and-"ý
"There wvai a womnan ?«'
CIVy-ee-., adrnilied Valtntine %vitb a smile.

II knew it. There always is. You broke ber heart."
c<i -hope not," raid Valenlino, sûriously and slowly. CI should bc

unwilling to have cccli n mc totY as an event of that sort would Icave
bebizid."1

44I do't know, I don't know," said John, an 1.e shîok bis head;
etyou've no idea how rensitive some of theec country girls are. You %ect
as a poor man, and-"ý

,, 1 mode no attempt at cor.ccaling my identity or rny circummiances.
Every one knew me to bc rich.Ja

tI Hin The wcrnan lias only herseif te blame, then, wbatever mnay
have happercd. Sho niight have known >'ou meant nothirg by any atten-
:icns you ofieredl her. Serious'y, Valentine, 1 don't blarc you ; 1 don't
blanue Yeu in the leas!. A man mu!t be attentive to smr one; it cornes as
ruatural Io Lim ns it decs Io bre,ýthe ; and the loveliest lovcly laes ini the
Most secluded -,iliagt, or in tht mors ipir.ety settled coinniunizy in our
land ought to knowr that tully-in thin age ot wvritaug and printing. So I deuil
blame yen. And yel," iTith a tigh, ta wvomen are io zeniimental. I zup-
pome You went as au artisi, and-"

Valentine laughed.
I hadrs't a bit cA attib.tc mattiial wilh me. I dn't think 1 used an

artist'e cy-"2
ilSî%ve in the case of the woman,» interruptcd John.
CFor 1 svent int the country to study-to prepare sonie sir.king cxtem-

poraneous speeches for use in tht carnpai3n, and-
<''W at campaignV qu-ziied John.
"Why, 1-1 ran for Congress Ibis fli, and-'

John laugbed.
Did you i You rr.ust have been very quiet about il. Though I con-

fcss I !kip political news in thze pape.rs, and give ail my limne toi thc coni-
merciai coluruns. I-1 amn ilther glad you diii, thougb, for the sake of tht
woman. It will temper bcr sense cf desolation and 4isappointment; when
a womnan can have au opportuniby of being sorry for tht man she loves, she
ir far toward that mental statc in which it is imupossible for ber Io feel
sorzy for herself. 1 cou!d wiflh, though, for your salie, il as ii wormSD
could have bten left out. of ibis caie ; it would be interestinig to have known
how mucb you would have reduced the mijotity againilt you if you had
given thte time at your di!posai to your political productions, iubtead ol
ivastiog il ina the flowcry fields of flittatiun. Thougb, vrhen all is raid and
dont, you must bave had a plcasarut timei; ard we've only one lite to live,
and, 1 say, life, of coure, as ilbey aiways do in i onanhic surrouridings in tht
counitry, and-"!

tShe .ýa:ed iie! Cômne int the smocking apartment, gentlemen, and
try corne of rny favorite cigits, and l'il tell you the rtory."

1 bowed my acceptacce of the invita!.ion. John w3s flot zo hurried in
bis.

..I suppot batas ciily fair," bc chuckied, Ilthjough you sec," Wi4th a
vigc.rons dig iih his c]bDw nt which my ribs silently protestcd, CI that l've
laid Yeu tht cub,tince of it alteady."

C11APTER il.
Ci The fiact of my living over the jine, in anotberS*.ale," begau Vaientine,

Cmight bz excuse euough for yùu not lîcaring of nuy candid2cy for Congrss,
even if 1 had been lionurp-d wvîlh the regular nomination of ont of tht two
great p:irtics. Your ignorance of the fact of rny political aspirations
bccornes nasural and quite Io be expecied ina view of the fac'. tha'. I was
never norninated.

CA conple of dcz.- nMent with dccided views on political matters, and
with rnoncy and infiluence, found thexuselIves dissatisfied with thizigs as
they werc, dissatied with the outlook for the future. They met ont
eveniop, inlornaslly, in the law office of ont of theni, aud discusQed ilht
situation. Somctbing must bc done; acmc nman maust run for offic2, whicb
ont abould hae bcei

IlMy wide acqu3intance, gained in xny business as a travelling man, and
my popularity wbcrever 1 was knowo, %verc rnentioned ici ny favor by
-.evcral of those who epolzc. So il was arranged, b.-fore the meeting broke
up, that I should malke the Conigressional role.

" ' oth parties can bc trusted to miske poor nominations,' urgeci the
mon whosc words finally wont xy consent-long fîer cvicry one but myself
was certain thaI I was tht very man for-"

CI or Ille sacrifice," raid ]obn, Cmpbiatically.
<Whyî, yes ; if you chooset b put it in that way," aditted Valentine.

<To le.~ cninuciid.)
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