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where he's been keeping himeelf1” had been John's last statement and
question, just as we paesed out of the last car before the one in which we
were to have supper.

] know nothing of him ; bow is one to keep track of a fellow who
vibrates between amuteur art and practical polincs 1" That was my answer
to John, given os we followed a sable man and brother to a seat,

Aud then, when we were comfortable scatd, side by side, the man
oppoiite us looked up. 1t was Reecoe Valentine himself.  This is a world
of coincidences.

« Where bave you been keepiog yourself all summer 1" demanded John,

a gentieman who was always famuliar with sil lus acquaintances, and one to.

whom conversation, the sweep of which citcled well toward slang, scemed
to be easiest and most natural.

“ 1 went down into the country,” replied Valentine, * and—"

““‘There was o woman?"'

« Why—ye-e-c-s,” admitied Valentine with a smile,

« ] kpew it. ‘Tbere slways is.  You broke her heart.”

« J—hope not," said Valentine, seriously and slowly. "1 should be
unwilling to have scch s memory as an event of that sort would leave
bebiond.”

«] don’t know, 1 don't know,” said Jobp, as ke shock his head;
t you've no idea how censitive some of theee country girls are.  You wert
as a poor man, and—"

« ] made no attempt at concealing my ideotity or my circumstacces.
Every one knew 1n2 to be rich.”

«Hm! The wcman hss only berself to blame, then, wbatever may
bave happeced. Sho might have known you meant nothicg by any atten-
ticns you oftered her.  Sericusly, Valentine,1 don't blame you; I doa’t
blsme you in the leas. A man must be attentive to some one ; it comes as
patural to Lim as it dees 10 bresthe ; and the loveliest lovely lass in the
most secluded sillage, or in the most spirsely scitled community in our
land ought to know that fully—in this age of writing and printicg. So I den't
blame you. And yet,” with a tigh, * women are o scntimenta). I sup-
pose you wenl as ao artist, and—"

Vzlentine laughed.

« I hado’t a bit of artistic waterial with me.
artist’s eye—"

« Save in the case of the woman,” ioterruptcd John,

# For I went into the country to study—to prepare some str.king extem-
porancous speeches for use in the campaign, and—"

“\What campaign{” queiied Jobn.

“ Why, I-—1 ran for Congress tbis fal}, and—"

Joha lavghed.

#Did you? You must have been very quist about it. Though I con-
fess I <kip political news in the papers, and give all my time to the com-
mercial columns. I—X am rather glad you did, though, for the sake of the
woeman. It will temper ber seose of desolation and disappointment ; when
a woman can bhave an opportunity of being sorry for the mao she loves, she
is far toward that mental state in which it is impossible for her to feel
sonry for herself. 1 could with, though, for your seke, tlar ths woman
could have been left out of 1his case ; it would be icteresting to have known
how much you would have reduced the mojority against you if you had
given the time at your disposal to your political productions, instead of
wasliog it in the flewery ficlds of flittatiosn. Though, whenall is said and
done, you must have had a pleasant time ; and we've only one life to live,
and, I say, life, of course, as they always do in 1omantic surroundingsin the

couatry, aud—"

“ She sured mine! Come into the smcking apartment, gentlemen, and
try eome of my favarite cigars, aad 1'll tell you the story.”

. 1 bowed my acceptacce of the invitation. Joho was rot so hurried in
nis,

“ I suppose that’s enly fair,” he chuckled, “though you see,” witha
vigerous dig with his ¢lbow at which my ribssileatly protested, * that 1've
told you the substince of it aiready.”

1 d.p't think I used an

CHAPTER II.

“The fact of my living over the line, in anoiher Siate,” began Valentire,
“ might bs excuse euough for you not hicaring of my candidacy for Congress,
even if I had been hongred with the regular nomioation of one of the two
great partics. Your ignoracce of the fact of my political aspirations
becomes natural and quile to be expected in view of the fact that I was
uever nominated.

* A couple of dez:n men, with decided views on political matters, and
with mouncy and icflucnce, found themsslves dissatisfied with things as
they were, dissaticfied with the outlook for the future. They mect one
eveniog, informally, in the law office of obe of them, aud discussed the
situation. Sometbing must be done ; scme man must run for office, which
onc should be be?

“ My wide scquaintance, gained in my business as a travclliog man,and
my popularity wherever I was koowo, were mentioned in my favor by
several of those who spoke.  So it was arranged, before the meeting broke
up, that I should make the Coogressional role.

¢ Both parties can be trusted to mzke poor nomlnations,’ urged the
men whose words finally won my cousent—1long after cvery ono but myself
was cestain that I was the very man for—"

“ For the sacrifice," said John, empbatically.

“ Why, yes ; if you choose to put it in that way,” admitled Valentine.

(To be continued.)
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