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saving but a remnant of the family wealth, takiog his son's child with bim,
had fled to Austria, where he had found protection and frisndship.

As soon as he could do so Michael gained his way to General Lascy and
prosented hia-leltors—six of them—which ho had brought with him from
noblemen and prolates of Naples The lotter given to him by the way-
faver in tho little inn ho had mislaid, and for the time it had slipped hia
mind. The old General carefully read tho letlers, and then greeted tho
young man very kindly. ; )

“You ask for a sub lisutonsncy,” he said, glancing a second time at oune
of the papors.

Yes, that was the most the youth had dared to seck.

‘The mianister was sorcy that he had nothing then to give, and s'ill moro
sorry that he conld not promiso anythiug As tho buntsmau at the inn
had said beforo, there were so many noblamen of Austria idle,that good offices
wanting incumbents were scarce. IHowever, the young mau could el
sgain. Tho Goneral would not forget him.

Michael did call again—and again—and yet sgain—and still the same
answer,

¢ Katrins, what shall I do? Thisis hard. They told me I should be
suro of a sub-lisutenancy when they give me the letters in Naples. I can-
not enlist as a common soldier. I have risen from that position honoratly,
and I conld. not sink back to the level in a strange land.”

“ Have you found that letter from your strange friend of the Judcn-
burg inn '*? asked the anxious girl.

“No. I had hardly thought of it.

“But we know not who this man msy be.
once,” .

So they searched and the letter was found in the pocket of a jacket he
bad chanced to wear on that morning at breakfast at the inn, and had not
worD since.

On the-very next day Michael Arizzo waited upon General Lazcy once
more. The old mau shook his head ssdly when he caw him. But he took
the letter, and a wonderous light awoke in his decp-set ayes when he saw the
superscription. He broke the seal and read the brief contents.

 Young mau, did you know the person who give you that letter 1’

¢ No, General. He did not give e his name.”

% Well, T declare! Youare fortunate. It was the emperor himself !
Ha ! ha ! that is the way Joseph II. likes to give his benefits. Bul he must
bave cooversed with you 1"

“ He did ; yes,” answered Michael, hardly knowing what to think or
what to believe,

« And be got all your secrets, I'll warrant 1"

u \\”hy, sir—I must say—he was rather inquisitive, and I wascommuni-
cative.'

. ** Well, well, you bave asked for a sub.lieutenancy. The emperor is
yteased to appoint you captain of his favorite light cavalry, It is a splen.
did arm of the service, and you hsd better report for duty at once. I will
see that your commission is ready for you on the morrow. Also, you will
be entitled t{o an advance for an outfit.”

The youth could never quite remember how he bore himself on that
occasion, nor how he got away. His noxt clear recollection was of holding
Katrins to bis bosom, while the old count eat close by, and then and there
telling the story of his geod fortune.

We will only add that Joseph II. nover had occasion to regret hiskind.
ness to the young Neapolitan, Michasl Arizzo became ons of his best and
most trusty officers.

If the letters of such men ag——"
Lot us find his letter at
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