THE C

Commerce, Manufacturing,

RITIC:

A Maritime Provincial Journal.
DEVOTED TO

Mining and Agriculture.

=

1.30 PEI ANNUM. }
NINGLE COPY S 1S,

HALTFAX, N. S., SEPTEMBEE 6, 1589,

VOL ¢
No. i

——

=

CONTENTS OF CURRENT NUMBER.

EpiToRiaL NoTES

CONTRIRUTED,
Latter to Cousin Caryl

MISCRLLANKOUB
Chit-Chat and Chuckles
News of the Week ......
Poetry—A Receipt for a Kixs
Universal Luxury in America ......
A Cruel Silence ", ....
Industrial Notes
Qur Cos
City Chimes
Commercial ...
Mu-ketQuot&tions
My Wife's Loases......

THE CRITIC,
" sivei overy Friday, at 161 Hollis Street, Halifax, Nuva Scotia

BY
CHMITIC PUBLISHING COMPANY.

Edited by C. F. FRASER.

Sabsoription $1.50 per annum in advance. Single copies 5 cents,
> SAMPLE COPIES SENT FREE. %
Remittances should be made to A. M. FRASER, Btsiness MaNacE«R.

Theeditor of THE CriTIC s ren‘mnsiblo for the views expressed in Fditorial Notesand
Articles, and for such only ; but the editor {s nut tu be understuod as endorsing the sentis
ments expressed in the articles contributed to this journal. Qur readers are capable of
appraving or disapproving of any part of an article or contentsof the paper: and aftor
exerclsing due care as to what is to appearin cur columns, we shallleavo the rest totheir
utelligent judgment.

EDITORTAL NOTES.

After carefully cxamining, says a late authority, all the data we have, 1
am convinced that in estimating the population of ancient Rome at 4.000,-
o000 1 am tather understating than vverstating it. The Circus Maxinus was
constructed to hold at least 250,000, which would on this basis be one m
sixteen of the inhabitants. But strking out the slaves, who formed half
the population of the women, old, sick, and impotent persons, and children,
there would have been neaily room for the whole available population.

-

We learn with much regret that a sedous outrage—not, 1t would appear,
the first--has been committed at Guelph, Ont. The omimous name of
thtc Caps appears in connection with it The vicum was dragged from
his bed by four men, his face kicked o a Jelly and s body black and blue
allover. 'We bad hoped that White-Caps, Regulators, and all such lawless
organizations were confined to the United States, but, as evil communica-
tions corrupt good manners, it is to be feared that the evil examples set by
that country have at Jast contaminated our own. The injured man is said
to be in 2 position to identify three of his assailants, and it is carnestly to be
hoped that no pains will be spared to bring these criminals to justice, and
that the law will be enforced with the utmost tigor. If existing laws are
oot sufficient for the adequate punishment of this most atrocious kind of
outrage, it will be the duty of the Clovernment to initiate special legislation
calculated to stamp it out.

. The following notice in a recent issue of the Quebsc Murniny Chronicle
s evidence of the growing interest taken in the Maritime Provinces by the
upper ones. This is by no means a singular instance, a number of Ontario
papers having, since the recent visit of the Ontario Prossmen, devoted con-
siderable space to the Provinces by the sca. This fortunate event, indeed,
seems to have produced as good results as cven the Carnival. A buom
scems to have struck our Maritime Province friends, and unusnal activity
in commercial and shipping circles appears to prevail.  From St. John, N.
B., and from Halifax, we have most cncouraging reports, and times were
never better  Roth cities have had their summer carnivals, and though
small deficits occurred in cach, the general beaefit will be wvery ygreat.
Many thousands of people were attracted to St. John and Halifax who had
never scen those enterprising cities before, and the foundation of future

places in the United States was laid down.”

Notwithstanding the far from creditable action—or inaction—of the
T'nited States Government in the matter of the Behring Sea outrages, we
have litte doubt but that it will be ultimately settled in a sufficiently satis-
factory manner.  Mr. Frye has apparently initiated a new departure in the
contention which, though there is about it a fine flavor of the cool assurance
which “ distinguishes American diplomucy,” is yet to a certain degree pre-
ferable to the claim of a closed sea, which Mr. Frye seems to have quietly
dropped. The Senator has now, however, discovered that the part of the
sea in which the seals are caught “is and always has bLeen so regarded.”
As Mr. Frye is in some sort a licutenant of Mr. Blaino, it is additionally
satisfactory to learn that he further predicts thoe settlement of the whole
affair by practical common sense diplomacy.

There can be no doubt that an uneasy fecling is gaining ground in
Canada at the supineness of the British Governinent in taking steps to put
a stop to the Behring Sea outrages. ‘I'he Toronto Weal is somewhat out-
spoken in the matter, and its outspokenness has the more weight in that its
utterances are alway calm and judicial. “ A spzcial cablegram from Eng-
land to New York,” says the Weel, ¢ which bears internal marks of inspi-
ration frum protty higl suurces, declares with emphasis that the British
Government will not follow Canadian counsels in the Behring Sea matter.
¢ They do not mean to provoke a collision iu the waters of tho North Pacific.’
¢ They do not, as matters stand, propose to send a British flcet or any single
British vessel to protect British sealers.’ ‘It is known that in Downing
Street there is the strongest possible wish to escape the necessity of resent-
ing any American act’ And so on almost ud nawsedn.  The burden
throughout is that the ‘angry tone of the Canadian press’ finds no echo in
England.” Isit significant that the Week has lately hinted at the comparative
advantages of Independence as against Imperial Federation or Annexation?

The New York Ll e, has the Gllowing itew .— * Neri, whose book
on glass was published at Florence 1n 1612, says . In the time of Tiberius
was invented a way of making glass mall.ble, + thing afterwards lost and
to this day wholly unknown.! But though unknown to the old Italian, the
art was practiced in Persia, if we may believe Bailey, who says that in 1610
Sophi, Emperor of Persia, sent t» King Philip IIT of Spain, six glasses that
were malleable, and would not break by being hammered ; and Blacourt
tells that an inventor having present+d a bust of malleable glass to Richelieu
in 1629, was rewarded for his ing:nuity by perpetual imprisonment, lest the
vested interests of French glass workers should be injured by the new
invention.” ** There is nothing new ander the sun,” and many apparently
quite new « xpericnces are but repetitions of those of bygone ages  The last
sentence of the above quotation has a direct beariug on a quite recent inci-
dent in the glass trade.  Every one will remember the invention of almost
unbreakable glass by La Bastie.  We have ourselves seen a lamp glass of
it thrown vigorously across a store, and 1all to the floor without lracture.
It was sume time ago generally understood, and we believe it is a fact, that
this invention was deliberstely burked by the glass trade, by means of a
large sum paid to La Bastie, in order that the sale of common breakable
glass should not bLe interfered with.

We learn a great deal from time to time of the sins of the British House
of Lords, and the clicteness of the Canadian Scnate.  Yet the former fre-
quently does guud work, and the latter not long ago made, no matter uander
what influence;, an clleciive stand against the C. P. R. monopoly.  The
Senate of the Umited States being the outcome of a republican system is
regarded by many witls different feelings, yet we shall find some difficulty in
discovering amunyg s recotds any great number of broadly bencficial votes
or lincs of action  Its deliberations have .f late, indeed, been characterized
by crudeness, violence, prejudice .nd unreason to a remarkable extent.
But the most cunons fzacare about 1t is the fact tht it not vnly possesses a
far more substantial— 1:d oficatimes a far nore anschievous power thaa the
House of Lords, b.t that ut is rapidly becoming * the most aristocratic
social club in Ameiica.”  Tais is owing to the mouupuly of its seats by men
of enormuus weaith, it haviag become practicaliy very difficult for 2 maa of
moderate m:ans o ::iain the somewhat questionable hosor of membership.
Should such an unc cffoct an entry, he and his colleague, coatrolling the
patronage of their Siai, it is pretty well uaderstood that if they made their
entry into the sacied budy comparatively poor, it is not long before riches
accruc to them. 1In cflect the American Senate is a house of millionaires,
and it is casy to ase the tendency of such a body oa questions of capital and
labor, trusts, cumbiues, monopolies, protectiou, ctc. On the whole it is
somewhat of an anumaly as a republican institation, while its entire control

business relations between those towns and Quebee, Oatario and several | of foreiga affaics is often seriously mischievous as well as embatassing to the

Head of the State and his executive.



