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pevier nautieal skill, enabled the Romnansol.
dior to.fight on tho decks of the enemy with
a8 muah contfidonce as on the land  Zhese and
thess-alone, prevented the ftwo columns of the
wedge from being forced together,and saved the
Rom-n van ard centre. A caroful study of this
grent gen fightin all its dotails cannot fail
1o provo instructivo to tho naval oflicer of
tho presont day, whon steamers have taken
the placo of the ancient war galleys, and,
with proper turning:power, without whick, a
man of-war, 1whafever her speed, armament, or
armor,is unworthy of a place in the line of bat:
tle, may and should be manwuvred on pre
cisely similar principles.
Foxuaun A. PARKER.

BARUN STOFFEL'S REPORTS ON THE
PRUSSIAN ARMY.

Amongst the numerious documents which
have been given to the publio connected
with the lste war between Fennce and Ger
many, there is none thatcan be considered
of greater historical importance than tho re-
ports sent from timo to time by Baron Stof
fe], the French military atfacke at Berlin.
A translation of these sppeared in Fraser's
ANagazine for November and December, 1871,
and the translutor, Licutenant Vincent, of
the 23rd Welsh Fuiliers, has republished
them in the shape of a convenient little
book. The first of these reports is dated
23rd April, 1868, and points out in what lies
the superiority of the Prussian Army over
that of France. Tho first point on which
Baron Stoffel lays stress is thut of tho rela:
tive superiority i1 mo.-ale of the twwo armies
Uunder this head, he declares thera are two
things which contribute to givo the Prussian
Army an incontestable advantage over ev-
ery other European army :—Firat, the prin
ciple, that military servica is obligatory on
overy one; secondly, the instruction that
pervades every class of the nation. In
Prussia, not t» have served either in the ar
my or in the Militia is looked upon
ssa disgrace, and the -unfortuuste individ-
ual who from any cause hus escaped under-
ging the descipline of the drill sergeant
is looked upon with contempt, and has to
subtit to the gihes of his fellow-countrymen.
With regard to the second point, enough has
been suid about the advantuges which an ar
my, every member of which can read aand
write, many of whon, also, have received n
scperior education, has over in which & large
proportion ure siwply men who hardly know
their right hunds from their left. Baron
Stoffel comments with astonishment on the
apathy which characterises the uppor classes
iu France, as to the want of somo regular
systom of education in France siwilar to
that in Germuany. iHesays:—

“But is it not somewbat strango thatin
Frauce, men who have a reputation for an-
lity and clearness of mind refuse to belivo
in the advantages which an extsnsion of edu
cition must afford in the composttion of an
urmy ? Is it not tantamouat 10 denyg that
Instruction and education devolope tne fac-
ulties of mon, and elovato hisdeas by giving
him = sensc of his own digaity 2 Those sav-
ans innocently uffirm that an army of rough,
uncaivilised soldices, bud accustomed to war-
fare, will defeat anarmy composed of well-
educated men, who, however, have no war-
like experiences.”

Biron StoQel says that this was the more
fmpressed upon his mind as, after the war
of 1866, the Prumian officers snd sergants
told him=- “When alter-ths first battles,

cury 1-found themsolvesin ths pressuce
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of Austrian prisoners ; when they questioned
and examined them, and found that the
maj rity hardly knew theie right hand from
tho left,thero was not a Prussian who did not
eanceive himself a god compnared to such
miserable wrotches; and this conviction in

crensed our strongth tonfold. Another
canso to which tho unprecedontod success
of tho Prossinn armies may bo ascribed
their wounderful sense of duty. Nothing can
exceod the manner in which the bumblest
individual performs his allotted work. *Paid
with & parsimony quite astonishung, and
frequently burdened with a fanuly, tho men
who constituts the personnel of the various
Government burequz labour all day with an
indefutigablo zeal, without complaining, and
without appearing to aspire to an casier
position.”

In the second place, Baron Stoffel considers
what material elements of superiority the
Prussian Array possesses. The first of these
is the fucility which the Pru.sian military
organisation possesses for the organisation
of oertxin special branches, as. for instance,
the companies of wounded bearers, those for
therepair &o., of railways, and for the laying
down and working of the telegraph lines.
These noncombatants are not in any way
recruited from the effective personnel of the
army, and are moreover, keptup dunog
poace. Auother element is tho great im-
portunce attached by the Prusians to
musketry and artillery instuction, They
consider and rightly so, that it is ot no use
furnisking a m n with a beautiful weapon
unless yon teach him how to use it to the
best advantage. Although the Chassepot
rifle is undoubtedly a very superior weapon
to the Prussian needle-gun, still in the late
war the French soldiers'did not turn that
superiority to any account, except to comy
mence firing at enormous ranges snd with
great rapidity, but without taking aim:
conzequently they fired away imoiense
quaatities of ammunition without any
commensurato result, Baron Stoffel ro-
marks :—~

s 1tis impossiblo to attach too greatan
importance to musketry instruction. In
Prussia the greatest care i3 paid to it. Every
aan of 3 battalion receives 120 souads yearly
no matter what length of servico he has.
Besides which the artillery gives to those
battulions, who, after their practice, return
them more than a third
weight of the bullete used; a certain quanui.
ty of cartridges proportional to this oxcess.
These Iatterare fired uway, by the worst shats,
trom whence theroresults that cach soldier
actually fires more than 130 rounds a-year.
All tho rogimental officers tuke part in this
practical instrucilon, and sve borne on the
register of musketry.”

With regard ta the question of artillery
superiority, Baron Stoffel. unhesituingly

give it to Prussiz, and warns the Minisrer

for Wur that he must not think that be-
e.tuse the Prussian Artillery conld not hold
its own ng4inst that of the: Austrains:in the
war of 1866, it was 0 inférior us tho Austrian
wishied to mako out. He gives many good
and cogent reasons, which we .hawe. not
space Lo enter upon, {0 show that although
tho Austrian Arullery did moredamage than
the Prussian-in 186§, it was a great mjstake
10 cry down tho latter, and that.at thetime
he wrote, viz.,, Apnl, 1868 the matérial of
tho Prussian Artillery had ‘ufdergono a
great change for the betters - Bs-then pro-
ceeds to speak of tho. grd - efficisssy of tha
Prussian Stafand of thevotresponding id¥e-
riority of that of his ownrgountry=ts -~ =
1t is rseloss to concexl'it; imust one
day come opoa un_s'g‘y,app‘ahlh‘g ttath, The

Prussian Staff'is tho firat in Europo; ours
cannot be compared to it."

This wasstronglanguago,and coming from
‘the snurce it did. it is impossibl to under-
stand why moro attention was not paid to it.
When ihe principlo was recognised, that of
all tho officors ofthe army, those of tho
staff must bo tho most capable, whit steps
weoro taken to bring it into practical effect?
It was docided {o recruit oflicors for tho
staff among thoso uf every branch of the
Sarvice, and to givo these who offered them-
selves every inducement and stimulus by
rapid promotion, &c, to exert thomselves,
the power, howover, belog reserved
af immediately dismissing from the
staff at any moment of thoir careor, those
oflicers who friled to show sufflicient ability
or zeal in tho discharge of their duties. In
cansequcnco of these measures, and candi.
dates for the staffave all young officers am.
bitious ; intelligent,and hardworking. Ambi-
tious. beciuse they seekk rapid promotion;
sntelligent, because thoy knew that if they
do not come up to tho required intellec:
tual atandard they will be sent back to their
regiments,

¢ The more I seo of it and ile moro op
portuaity I have of comparing it wmih our
owa, the more foraithly «m I sjruck with our
owa inferiority. I donot fora minute mean to
deny that Franco possesses staif officers
whose abilittes are equal to those of the
most capable officer in the Prussian staff
corps. But the latter does not conuiin any

‘Fa,rt. of the nctual;

efficers of mediocre ability ; and how many

| bave we, on the other hand, whos educition

has been moro thanitsufficient 2 How muany
zdo we not find who can hardly read a mili
tary map who have uno knowledgo of ‘the
‘muxmuvrcs of tho different arms, wno have
never studied modern campaigns, and ivho
yindeed— for we suw that 1t 448 thé caso in
: the Italian campaign of 1859—are unable to
| choose the campatng groand fit for a brigdado
of infantry or a regiment of cavalry. Here
we find hothing of that kind. Such officess
would not be admitted into the staffcirps,
| or.at any rate, they would bo expelled there-
from as soon as their inefliciency shoived it.
1 solf. With usthe recruiting of the staffcorps is
+ left entirely to tho issue of a single ex-imin-
,-Ation passed at the ags of twenty oue, as we
tako the greatest 1anrjority from those cidets
who pass tirst out of tho:mulitary school- of
St. Cyr. Honeastly, have we-.in the success.
ful pussing of this_one exuwination, the
smulest guaranteoe ol tho cléar judgment, of
tno bard working, digposition, of the zeal,
ability, and military qualiticauons which, ac
cording to the Prussian system, aro
necessary for tho servico which ad
L mits of ‘no mediocrity? ? Nevertheless, these
youug men aro appoiated staff officors, and
remaio 8o till the day of their retirement.
IE after their oxit from school, they do not
show the smallest.tasto for & military. life,aad
if they give themselves up 10.idleness and
live in ignorance, what does it mttet ? We
entrust daring war those fuactions which
demand the utmast activity, the groatest
Judgment, and the most exteasive kuow-
ledgo, to theso officors .aliko incapable and
disgustod with the Service. .
# I ropeat bt in Prossia'idlexiess and
mediocerity aro ‘eonsidered totxlly iudxca-
sable amongst the oticers of the steff.-Speak-
ing alooe of ghysiéadx capabilities, does one
expect to find thereas in Franos oticers un.
able ta ride thres miles atfull gallop? I am
well aguwinted: wvith everything :conncoted
with:the Prussisn Staff, and L declarethat
anenil vou Moltks would immedintely dis-
miss aby officer of that branch who (was not




