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AN OLD DRINKING BONG,

{Thero are fow guabitcr blic of 0ld Foglish than
the follenwing drinking song, loug out of print,
and only found in some occtstonnt blank letter
solutne. 1tacoms to tune been the 4~s|n-vlic'l pro-
perty of a clubof topes I ¢ Little Rritain, Lon-
don,” Its orlaii tates back at leust three cen.
turiex, ‘The carcful reader witl scee o atrong tine
dertone of temperance lecttre Iying veneath the
rollleking  arfuce-fan.}

1 cmnot eat but Iytle meate,
A stomacke is not g,
But'sure T thicke that 1 can driade
With hilm that woears n hood,
Though 1 zo bare tuke y ¢ no care,
1 nothing amn a coltle,
I studl my sky s so fult within,
OF a1y goodale and olde,

CcHones,

HBack and syde go bare, 2o hare,

s foule ssnd hawd go colde,

Bt belly, God setd (e good ale yuonlh
Whether it be new or olde.

[ love no rast, but a nut hrown toste,
And a crb lald in the {y1e,

Alytle shiall 2o me steade,
Aluch bread 1 do not dexyros

No front stor snowe, nor wind I trone,
Can bartmee (05 welde,

1t soawmpt atd threwiy lagt
UrJolly ool ale and olde.

Baek and sidego bate, K¢

Anl Tab my wife, tiut as her lyae,
Loveth well o xlale to seeRe,

£ ull oftdnnked stice, (VI YE nay e
The tears mn down hier theeke.

Then doth she troule o e the bowle,
Even as nmauit worme xholde,

And saythe sweele iarte 1 took mny jarie
Of tats jolly guod atleand oide.

2ack antl stde go bare, Lo,

Now et themdrinke, tillthes sslandwank,
Fven as goade feflaws shioutd ofo,

They shall not mysse to base the hiyess
Good ale doth Uring ta men.

Audall poorsoutestiint havescow rd howles
Or have thenlustlly troltle,

Oixisave the lyves of them aod ther waes,
Whethier they be yonge or olde.

Dack and side go bare, &c.
- ————— e n
CAPT. STRANGE ON PRACTICAL ARTIL-
LERY.

(coxcrLrprn.)

Lhve mds the amountof apaunition
approxmn sie 3« much as possible 1o that al-
ready allowe.l. and have assimilated the
system of ~ering to that laid down by the
National Arts'l v Association, at Shoebury
ness which wuis without trouble in the
Volunteer Antillery competitive practice.

1 wish to s attention {0 what T take to
be a Llot in our system of artillery—viz,
that thouy's the instractors very justly re-
ceive oxtra p ¥ for extra work, the pupils
have no rewar-lorinducement. Intheranks
are mingled thosewho cannot read the fig
ures on a fu~e or tangent scale, and others
of excellent adneation, great natural powers
and quickness ¢ sight. It must be most

repretiensible to have no system of selec
tion for marksmen and range-finders, and
to 31;p]y the same dull routine of lminingi
10 all.

Womnll know that non commi«inun~l offi
cers are sclected for many exe Hent qual
ties with which gunnery proficieney his ro '
thing todo. Thero isan utter disheliefin
all gunnery notnocessary forstmight shoat- |
ing among a few artillery officers. whose
prefessional cducation censed before the in
troduction of modern weapons.  The sooner
this opinion is honestly expressed and ot
sucd outin black and white, the better for
the English people; for the gnestion, theugh
it takes its rise from 2 smull portion of the
service, has nstiopal issues. Tam glad to
say that a ear wittee Ims heen appointed o
decide uprm o details of a system of selec
tion and prizes. l

Tho carrison artillerym-n is vudvubledls
the soldier of most varird acenmiplishments; {
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from him s required the steadiness of a |

guard=mun, the keenness of the riflomaun,
combined with the rough and reedy cnergy
of n saflor in handling heavy weights, ropes,
tackles, nnd  mechanical appliances, toge-
ther with o knowledgo of the varied armn-
ments and stores of the Arullery service.
Laying, loady, adjusting the fuze, point-
ing and firing his gun, are the least arduous
and important of his duties. ‘Tho monster
modern guns of 12, 18, 25, and even 33 tons
havo first to bo mounted intide on the top
of casemates, by means oy guns, shears
bhedraulic lifts, inclined  planes, &e. In

war, disabled guns and carriages would !

have to be removed and replaced, without
the aid of gyns or shears, too conspicuous
for use witlun range of rifled guns. A whole
front may have to be disarme:d with all pos-
siblo despateh, and the guwns, carriages, and
platforms transferred to another face, ex-
posed to the real pressure of attack appre-
hended from another guarter.

Qur actillery oflicers, sent in more liber:t)
times to acquire .nformation on the Conti
nent, tell us that they saw this operation
performed 12 an incredivly short time, at
the aunual inspection by an artillery general
in Russia, where the fortresscs are mvariably
under the command of an artillery ¢r eagi-
neer oflicer. Repairing damaged cmbeas-
ures and platforms, rasing and thickening
parapets, putting an extra layer of earth on
bomb proof and magazines, esseuntially ar-
tillery dutics supposed to be perforized by
engineers, would in the exigencies of war
have to be carried out by artillery, assisted
with infantry. It is to be regretied that
classes of artillery are not sent down (o
Chatham, to profit by the siege operations
carricd on there.  The instiuction ar the
School of Gunaery, Shoo suryness, is most
excellent; but thero 1 no fortress to be-
siege, and it seems 2 pity Lo carry onin-
struction:l siege opetations withiout gun-
ners.

Military bridging and mafting for the trans.
port of heavy ordunance, as well as embark-
ing guus. form part of the admirably practi-
tical Shocburyness course; for it is most im
portant in war that artillery should oo self-
relant, and not obstruct the bridges made
for the rest of the army by the Engineer
Tram, who are not, however, always at hand
in wminor operagjons, where the artillery
mast fall back upon their own ressurces.

In all wine-growing and  beer drinking
countries, casks are always procurable, and.
together with thie salt pork. tlour, and ecmpty
ruwy casks of the comumssaniat, are at band.
These, with a lashed superstructure of raf-
ters and floors from adjicent houses, form
rafts capable of transporting the heaviest
artihiery with its ammaunition, caniages, har.
ness, &c.  lHorses are swum across, or can
turd where the water would cover the am-
munition boxes.

The Prussian retrospect conmments on the
inactivity of the aruiliery of an arny corps
on the wrong side of the river Brstritz,
the absence of the pontoon trwin.  Itis un-
furtunate that this sort of service is scarcely
1coogu zed by us or caleulated upon, and
has only been oceasionally performied on

' emergency by somo unusually self reliant

officer.

Qur silver styeak remlens the disembarka-
tion of artillcry a perpetually recurring
event.  Ably as we have been assisted by
our brother blue jackets of the Navy, our
artillery in futare wars will Le more than
wrer scif helpful, thankstoShocburyness.

Being fond of false cconomy, we have
nzver commenced 2 siege nith an adequate
stege train, but as the sea must be our base
of operati=ns, we bave always fallen Lack
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upon the Navy for guns; these and their
carriages not being suitable for going across
‘tl:o country, have tu ha taken 1o the frout
1 by vasioas expedients, which require that

tho Itoyal Artitleryman and his friend Jack
should be, a:1d have proved themselves, the
most indefutigable and shilty of mortals,

But Jack and his guns cannot Lo in two
places at once. It is not probable thiat the
ywithdeawal of sailors and guns from the
IFreuch fleet is tho reason why, hike our own
lin the Crimea, thouglh rendering gloinus
| service on shore, it can scarcely beo sail 10
havo achieved much on its own clement ?

Whe . it is considered that artitlery im-

provements must Lo rapidly progressive,
and that it would Lo impolitic, if not impos.
_sible, to reeall from distant stations. and re-

Jjeet for service, guns and stores ol a compa.
ratively old but searcely less efficient pat
ctern, it is the li-m conviction of artillery
'otiicers best nequainted with the service,
that the Iloyal Artillery ean never be efli-
cient uniil tho cara of their own special wea

| pouss and stores is taken from the Control,
-separated from “ mnunition du bouche, * and
‘handed over to the artitlery. You setect
.artillery oflicers by open competition, thoy
are sctentificaily and practically instructed
in the manufaciure of guns, powder. and all
the complicated matériclof their service, and
vet you take from thein the most important
part of their duties, to bo hauded over to
civilians!  In addition to tho ordinary
courses of =zrtillery instraction, there was
an annual class for officers coming from aut

stations, ns inspeetors of war stores, but the
naw control oflicers were naturally found so
1ignoraut of a service for which they were
not educated, that tho laboratory depa:rt.
ment could not stard the strain of instruct-
ing them; and the artillery officers who
wished to require a knowledge of the latest
improvenments in their own nrm, were put
oft every ulternate year to make roomy for
the instruction of commissariat officers and
others in duties that are essentially artillery.
This is not likely to be borne without deter-
toration af esprit and cfficiency by any body
of oflicers. As for the non-commissioned
oflicers and 1ok and file, with whom the
eye educates the mind, efficiency cannot bo
exvected, as long as they are relegated to
intantry drill, varied by the occasional hand-
ling of the obsolete smooth bores which still
encumber our forts. Tho artillery duties of
transporting and embarking the newest
guns and ammunition in our arsenalsaro
given to the Anny Service Corps, who, itas
said, are to bo increased to mcet theso ro-
quirements. This duty was formerly cn-
trusted to the garrison arullery, who, with
the drivers, also employed in Wool vich
Arsenal, formed an artillery reserve, avail
able in war, which wo drew upon for the
Cnimea, their places being supplied by civ-
ilians with contract teams,

Reserte Anlillay, Militia,and Velunleers.

‘The necessity for instructing 59,000 Militia
and Volunteer Artillery. eager 10 learn, but
who have 1o professional actillery chicf,
opens a wide field for the cuergy of the
Kegular Artillery.  Such a vast organization
to be brought inte Lumg will, I hope, lead
to the appointment of some artillery ofticer
of rank und kuown professional ability to
the position of Divector-Genceral of Artillery
Instruction, which at present, with its num-
crous departments, the Royal Military Aca-
demy, School of Gunnery, advanced class,
Laboratory, Gun Faclory and Carriage De-
partmental iustructors, requires a head.

I Liave not space to tonch upon the scien
tific instruction of artillery officers. 1° is
sufficiently well kaown and atknowledged




