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CORRESPONDENCE.

The Eelitor dues ol hold ko~ 2f vo oo 077 fure
Endévidual cepressions of opanlat i eomaptini-
cattons a-ldressed to the VOLUNTELRR REVIEW. ]

1% the Editor of the VoLUSTEER Rivikw,

Dear Sir,—I regrot to feel compelled to
tako excoption to some of tho statements
contained ia that portion of 3Mr. Dawson's
roport, which appears in tho VonuNteER
Review, of the 3lst ult.

Idonot venture tosupposo that any sinister
motive can have operated, witha gontleman
of Mr. Dawson’s character and standing, to
loaq him to belittle tho services of the lato
N. W, Force. It istherofore unaccountable
to m~ that his account should retain so sys-
tematic a charactor of disparagement.

M. Dawson says,—

Exrnsor No, 1,

¢ Peaco reigned everywhere, and the Col.
commanding tho Expeditionary Force was
o position to address the tivops n the
following strain :"'

He then quotes Col. Wolseley's order
thanking the Troops on their atrival at Fort
Garry, as follows :

Extracr No. 2.

“¢From Prince Arthur's Landing to Fort

Garry, is over 600 miles through a wil “er-
ness of forest and water, where no supplies
of any description arc obtainable. Youhad
to carry on your backs a vastamount of sup-
plies, over no less than 47 portages, making
a total distance of seven agnles, a feat un-
paralleled in our military annals. You have
descended a groat river, esteemed so dan-
gerous from its falls, rapids and whirvlpools,
that none but experienced voyageurs at-
tempt its navigation. Your cheerful obedi
ence to orders has enabled you under the
Divine I'rovidence, to accomplish your fask
without any accident.
. **Although the bandhtti who had been op-
pressing the people, fled at your approach,
without giving an opportunity of proving
how men capable of such labor could fight,
youhave deserved as well of your country
as if you had won a battle.” "

Mr. Dawson then goes on tosay :—
Exrract No. 3.

“The people to whom he alludes instead
of fiying at lus approach, like banditti, were
quietly following their usual occupations,
except those who were out, at his particular
request of making & road to facilitate the
movements of Her Majesty’s troops, and the
soldiers had experienced guides on the Win-
nipeg, although the contrary is implied.

“ A little latitude should, no doubt, beal-
lowed under the circumstances: but withall
due allowances, 1 may be permitted to enter
o nmuld protest agamst a river which has
formed the highway of the whiteman since
he first mado his appearance in these re
gions, being called so difficult from its falls,
whirlpools and rapids that none but experi-
enced voyageurs attempt its navigation.
Why ! men, women and children have pass-
ed by hundreds up and down the Winnipeg,
and tho boats of the IHudson's Bay Com-
pany, some of them tho most unwieldy tubs
imaginable, aro constantly used on its
waters.”

Now, Ibeg to deprecate the sdea that lati -

tudo for musrepresentation, is to Le allowed
to a commander in recording tho services of
bhis troops ; and I deny that Col. Wolscley
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availed himsolfof so suppositious a priyil-
ege.

Without concorning myself with any poli-
tical mistakes, which Col. Wolseloy may bo
supposed to have made with regard to his
conduct of the oxpedition, it is impossible
to dony him tho atiributes of an able and
energetic commander, and ho is too thorough
a soldier to seok to exaggerato tho services
of his command. ’

Ideny that his order has exaggerated
them. But I think it is not difficult to show,
from Mr. Dawson's own statemeonts, that he
has convoyed nn erroncous impressionof the
servico which his Report purports tosetin a
true light.

Those who take an interest in the truth,
as to the much-belied expedition, will be
good enough to read the first three lines of
Extract No, 3. ‘Theso lines Mr. Dawson
writesin tho face ol his statement higher up
in thesamo column, that ¢ tae insurgentlea-
der, who had remained in Fort Garry with
some thirty men, went leisurely out as the
troops marched in."”

Does Mr. Dawson mean to say that, so
long as notroops wereactually present, Riel
and thirty men did not dominate at Fort Gar-
ry, and that they did not constitute tho ¢ ban-
ditti who had been oppressing the people,”
alluded to by Col. Wolseley.

I further maintain, and every officer and
man of the force will bear me out, that Col.
Wolscley was perfectly justified in his state-
ment contained in the 1st paragrah, of Ex-
tract No 2.

The fact of the Winnipeg having been the
« highway of the white man since ho first
mado his appearance " &e., willin no way
diminish its actual difficulty and danger—
for heavily laden boats. .

No douts women and children havo pass-
ed up and down by hundreds, but will Mr.
Dawson protend to say that they did so uan-
accompanied by men of practical experience
in rapids, and inured to portaging? Thisis
is the *gist” of the whole matter. The
guides of the Iudson's Bay boats~their
crews—those of the N. W. Company—the
carly Frencn are, and wero doubtless, all
experienced voyageurs, men tQ whom the
currents of a rapid are as an open book to a
masterly reader. Of course the Expedition
had guides, and voyageurs, some of them
excellent, but many of them almost useless,
yet the admirable safuly of the route did not
prevent the stavii 2 of more thanone boat
in ditferent rapids; in one or two casesin
tho hands of the ablest and most reliable
guides,

The persons further instanced by Mr,
Dasson are pefectly known to me, and he
conveys an erroncous impresgion concerning
them,

Lehould scarcely cull the ¢ Newspaper
Editr " coy let.  Ful Lic undoubtedly was,
until he grew tinu at Fort uvarry under alarm
of the Lalf Lreeds, who connected him
{falsely ) witls the suppused death of the un-
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fortunato Frenchman, who was chased into
tho rivor, and said to havo been drowned,
But Mr. Dawson forgets that tho News.
paper Editor's canoo was manned by two
excellent Indians, who of couyse were well
up in rapids navigation. Who does not re.
mombor the praises of ‘Joe™ and * Wyr
busy *' (L don’t at all know whethor I spell
his respectablo name corroctly), so contmy
ally hymned at Thunder Bay by that couage.
ous Edilor?

My, Dawson speaks of both tho Editor's
Canoe, and that of tho lady and gentleman
he mentiogp as poorly manned. It is posa.
blo that tho latter was so, butl can casiy
ascertain the facts ; certainly two good In
dians wero suflicient for tho moderately
sized Canoo ot the gentleman of tho Press,
Did Mr, Dawson never hear of ITudsons
Bay Boats (with all the experience and skill
of their crews) being capsized and their car
goes lost on these pleasant currents and
placid lakes? I and many others have.
Did ho never hear of canoes, so far moro
easily managed than heavly laden boats, be-
ing capsized and smashed? T, and many
others have.

I am inclined to strongly dispute that the
Hudson’s Bay Boats are ¢ the most unwieldy
tubs imaginable.” -I took one of the largest
size from Islington Mission to Fort Garry,
and another of a similar size—(in both cases
in liew of my own boats) from Pind Portage
on the Winnipeg, to Deux Riviéres, the ono
& distance of say 200, the other of say 4w,
miles; in the latter case, portaging her 42
times, always taking into consideration tho
facts of actual weight and size, I consider
them, on the whole, far from uniwieldly, and
admirably adapted to the waters they havo

to navigate, and I cannat but think that the
smaller size of these boatss (somewhat lar-
ger than any of our own) would be the best
stylo of boat for such a service as thatre
cently performed.

1 am far from desiring to imply that the
service was one of cxfreme hardslup ordan
ger. It would be absurd and contemptable,
and unwortly of a soldier to think of doing
80, but truth is truth, and no disparagement
of Mr. Dawson's will alter the fact that both
trips, of course the outward one ‘n partitu
lar, involved continuous, nay ceaselesy, labor
of a very severe character. Discomfort and
danger go for nothing in active service, Lut
there was enough of both to constitute 3
trial of men's mettle, and to justify the Col
Wolseley's culogy ot his men, and thenar
row escapes which occurred at various times
well warranted his allusion to Divine Prov
dence.

Itmay bebornein mind tht tho * picces "
of the Hudson's Bay Company weigh
80 1bs-- a barrel of Pork weighs at least 125
1bs the arm chests more—these alone sfford
an idea to the labor.

Selfishly speaking I wish there were occts
sion for another such expedition, and that

I might be fortunate enough, with thead:




