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quent, the first three days of a raid ave plea-
santly passed. Then the forage gives out,
and it becomes necessary o “live on the

Y A VOLUNTEUR CAVALRYMA N, country,”” unless supplies are at oncz forth.
. — coming,
(Frows the United States Army and Navy Journal.)
— FORAGING PARTIES.

EUROPLAN CAVALRY DLFRCTS. The question whether foraging is advis-|
able for tho subsistance of cavalry is not,
difficult. The answer undoubtedly 1s, that.
regulur issues of grain are by far the best!
v for the force. Foraging relaxes discipline
frequent _dismounting, and comfortable} and injures efficiency, encourages mirwud-,
camps. European cavalry i this respect| ing, and pnlls down horses by hard riding,
are far bebind our own. Uenerel Plulip{ and heavy loading to a greater degree than
Kearnoy, when a subudtern otlicer of dra-y is compensated for Ly the grain procured.
goons, was sent to Lurepo 1 184V 1o 0x-( But still the fact remains that for cavaliy 1o,
amine and report on European, paruicularly { bo fully nsed to the best advantage it wiust
French, cavalry in campaugn. e was for-| make raids; and in long 1aids it is very,
tunate enough Jto Le attached, durmg ani often necessary to live ou the country. Cav-,
Algerian campaign, o the celebrated Chas- 1 alry that sticks close to the ariay luses half,
seurs d'Aftique, at that imo by tar the best 1 jts’strength. It must be employed on dis- |
light cavalry in Europe. 1le published oni tant expeditions to cut the enemy's luse, to
his return a small pamphlet (tho only copy | be worth its cost in strategetic comUinations. |
* of which now extant is i the possession ofy Technically, 1t should be used to turn the,
General J. Watts do Peyster, of New Yorki enemy's flinks, attack his rear, capture lus
cily), describing his eapenences. In this} batteries and waggons, and scize by swift,
pampblet he especially remarks upon thel movements the key of i position, thereafter
carclossness of the French cavalry in this) 1o be stubbornly defended by dismounted |
very matter of horses, anl on the length of | yen, till the infantry come up 10 relieve it.
time frequently allowed to clapse while the;
regiment stood waiting fur orders to dis
mount.

The same carc that 2 good infuntry gen- Since foraging partics are uceesstties, then,
eral should have for the comfort of hus men, 4 it only remaius that they should be system.
acavalry general should have for Ius horses. ¢ . ly remaiiis Laal they shivuld Lo syslem- i

H . ] o i atized so - to attain two olyects with the,
- A cavalry soldier will take care of humselty wtost facibity, v
under any circumstances, and gramble it j STEVSY IACHILY, Tia.
-neglected. But the poor horse cannot com | . 1. The cbtauingof the largest quantuty of
plain. He can only die if noglected. A food :m.d grain, to be cqually distribued to
cavalry  general should remember this, the regiments.

As a general thing, our cavalry generals,
and particular]y the regular cavalry officers,
were very caveful in the matter of horses,

For its fall strategetic effect ‘cavalry s
obliged to jive on the country after the tirst
three days.

maxim, at all times and in all places. 2, The infliction of the smallest amount!
“Taxe caro of your horses; the mien will | of suffermng on the farmers and women of |
take care of themselves.” the country.

Camps should thercfore Le madeinone| As foraging parlies are at present consti !
of two places, deep grass fields near water, | tuted they aro full of defecis. They are!
orwoods. The latter are best on many ac- | sent out toc late, and the forage is not dis- :
counts, The trees ave handy to hiteh to. | tributed properly. The march during the
A horse can pull up a stake m a meadow 1t day may have been through a rich and fer-!
he wants to.  In a wood he cannot get away | tile country, whereas in the evening the
from his tree. His 1ider has not far to go|{ troops may have possibly en.ered a strip of
forwood for his fire, and, not being tired | stenile ground. Common senso would dic-
out and dispirited by a bad camp, has heart | tate the gathering of forage where it was
toattend to hishorse. Bad camps and com- | plentiful; but common senso does not al-|
fortless nights disgust more men with cam | ways govern military commanders, Where
paigning than battles, and kill more horses | 1t does, 1t 13 called genius or sound strategy, |
than marching. and strategy is nothing but organized com-
. Tho experience of the First Cavalry divis- | 1on sense. ’
ionof the Army of the Potomac will illus-| Foraging parttes are generally sent out,
trate this, When men are tired out and} near nightfall, and often have to ride miles
disheartened by a carcless commander, their| beforo they find anything. In the caso of
horses and themsolves suffer alike. Campsi largo forces of cavalry several thousand

being good, marches brisk, and halts fre-| strong, the operation isparticularly difficult,

as the country is very soon skinned by the
swarm of hungry troopers. But the worst
feature of foragng is its waste and destyue-
tion. If the forage ina country were pro
perly collected and distribated, there would
be far less suffering on «ll sides  As it is,
foraging pavties run races for the nearest
barns, pack all they can get on their horses,
and the result is that one horse gormand-
izes where another starves, and the most
rapacious marauder is best off.

Now all this might be avoided by 2 differ-
ent system. In the first place, foraging
ought not to Le entrusted to any and every
officer. The only person propeily compe-
tent to take chiuige of it is the quartermas-
ter of the cavaliy corps. Whilo on & rmd
the whole of the quaricrmaster's depart-
ment of a Lody of cavalry gencrally indulges
in a life of ecase and digmty. The gentle-
men belonging to it have notlung to do, and
ehjry themselves amazingly, Most of them
stay belund at the depots in charge of the
waggon traln, and are quite free from ve-
spon~iLility In the matter of food and for.
age.

The foraging parties are intrusted to offi-
cers in rotation from the different regunents,

, Withoat experienco i the 1ssuo of grain or

fuod.  Tlis ought 10 bo chauged. The only
proper people to attend to foraging parties
are the officers of the Quartermaster’s De-

“ypwiment.  They ought tu be made to at-

tend to it in the same munner as to regular
issues, the corps yuattermaster mapping
out the ground fur his division quartermas-
ters, vho in turn assign (o each brigade its
foraging ground.

All forage should be collected and issued
by the brigade and regimental quartermas-
ters  propoctionally and justly. This is a
very difticult matter to enforce if the men
carry forage on horses. They will manage
to cheat their comrades out of 2 fair share
when they rcjoin the regiment. A far tet.
ter way is to impress the whecled velicles
of the country into the service and forbid
the carringe of grain on horses. ‘The yuar-
tormas‘ers can then keep the grain much
more easily uuder their own control, and
six or seven times as much can bo brought
m for distribution, without any distress to
the horses. For this purpose it is only
necessary to supply cvery cavalryman in
futurewith a stout lasso rope, tofastento the
surcinglo we have urged instead of a girth,
This surcingle should be made of heavy ox-
hile Yeather, with a ring and strap fastening.
‘f'o the ring should be knotted the rope.

This lasso harness1s in universal uso vn
the pampas of South Americs, and is won.



