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The Revised Hymnal.

AS will be seen from a brief report in this week’s
PRESBYTERIAN REVIEW, satisfactory progress has
been made in the preparation of the new Book of
Praise, what still remains to be done being supple-
mentary, and largely work of detail. The result of
patient toil and much interchange of opinion has been,
we are assured, an excellent selection of psalms and
hymns with a setting of tunes appropriate to the words,
and many of them already well-known to the people.
S! ould this promise be realized, the labor of the Com-
mittee, carried on during the last three years, will,
indecd, prove of the highest service, and will merit the
warmest approbation of the church ; for its value will
be inestimable.

A gratifying circumstance in connection with the
revision of the Hymnal, has been the constant interest
manifested by a Jarge number of the members of the
church, indicating that the people realize the impor-
tance of the work. They look forward to its comple.
tion eagerly, and should the book be received with
general favor, one result will, doubtless, be an
awakening ofinterest in the Scrvice of praise.  Looking
to such a probability it behoves ministers io keep the
importance of praise, as a part of public worship,
prominently before their congregations and so be
prepared for a rich return.

A praiseworthy cffort is being made to securea
common Hymnal for use in the Presbtyteriaa Churches
of Scotland, England, Ircland, Canada and Australia.
The idea scems to have originated here, and a p oposal
embodying it was laid before ajoint meeting of dele-
gates attending the Council of the Alliance of Reformed
Churches, at Toronto, and members of the Hyinnal
Committee. The idea was favorably reccived and is
likely to be carried into effect, at least, so faras the
British Churches are concerned. It is needless to
cnlarge on the advantages to be derived from sucha
book. Itwould be a significant band of unity between
branches of the same church ; it would tend toward
closer relations between the Home and Colonial bodies ;
it would preserve tender associations; and would
furnish an object lesson of the fraternal spirit of the
church membership. Bearing in mind these, ana other
considerations, it is salisfactory to learn that two
members of the Committee, each peculiarly fitted for
the task, will represent the Canadian Church, at the
meetings to be held, carly in April, at Edinburgh, by
delegates from the Scottish, Irish and English Presby-
terian Churches. There are not a few who believe the
gifficulties in the way to be insuperable, but the
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Canadian brethren, Revs. D. J. Macdonnell and Alex.
McMillan, Mimico, are men of courage and ability with
faith in their case which will go far to crown their
cfforts with a fair measure of success. Itis notimpro-
bable that most of the hymns sclected by the Canadian
Committee have already found a place in the draft
books in course of preparation by the other churches.
If so the joint committee will have to deal only with
those, included in some, but not in all the books—
probably a small proportion of the various collections,
Even if this element cannot be satisfactorily disposed
of, a common plan of classification, indexing, and
folioing, would be worth not a little in the direction
of desirable uniformity.

They Must Persevere.

Journals and men who regard with hostility every
move made for enforcing Sabbath Observance,. have
tried to turn to ridicule the appearance, last week, of
the deputation before the Ontario goverment. But,
while ridicule is a powerful weapon in a good cause, it
will avail little against the cherished principles of a
Christian people. 'With open enemies no means come
amiss, but better treutment and graver consideration
than were accorded, were to have been expected at the
hands of the goverament. The interview, was not
satisfactory. The deputation consisted of prominent
clergymen and influertial gentlemen of the very highest
character, and the case was clearly and reasonably
presented. The demand was a modest cne, Mr.
O'Meara, who spoke for the deputation, stating that
they only wanted the principle of the Lord’s Day act
applicd to the radial electric railways. Aud, inasmuch
as the act authorized ** travel,” waile prohibiting plea-
sure excursions, its ambiguity madeits enforcement in
many cascs, exceedingly difficult orimpossible. There-
fore they asked that aclause be put into the new legis-
lation, a clause which shall prohibit all railways opera-
ting under it from runningon Sundays. In support of
this prop.Jsition he urged that there was no demand for
more traffic on the Lord’s Day, no travellers crying out
for greater facilities. The only demand was by the
promoters of these railway projects. If such a clause
as was now proposed were not inserted the effect would
be that Sunday excursions would be run by these rail-
ways notwithistanding that the law now says that they
are unlawful.

The justice and mercy of the request cannot be
questioned ; indeed, itis characterized by the utmost
moderation.  Yet the attitude of the government was
hostile, Sir Oliver Mowat taking the ground that the
government could not move in advance of popular
demands and holding that the people did not want
legislation in the direction indicated. And he was
strengthened, in this position by two of his colleagues,
Messrs. Hardy and Gibson. I, therefore, the Sabbath
Observance Committee, mean business, they must
agitate the Christian people, for not principles, not
arguments, but votes, are the power to which legis-
latures will yield.

Everywhere the Same.

If the statement by Rev. Dr. Sims, before the
Ministeral Assocation of Toronto, on Monday, be true,
it is high timc the government was instituting an
enquiry into the management of the Mercer Reforma-




