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sumptuouns ensugh to entertain monarchs
in ; and right heartily he opened all his
house to any who mght choose to
come to hear of Jesus. There was no
public, announcement, no advertising.
These could not be allowed.  The
information was spread only by word of
mouth : but many carnest souls ~wcking for
truth came and were impressee, and the
numbers steadily increased until he had
tu open ail his rooms and get the assis-
tance of friends , forgenerally as many as
1,000 to 1,500 people were assembled at
these meetings for spiritual improvement.
ft was a strange sight, as one of the
newspapers said, to sce in the gilded
saloons of Col. Pashkoff, the General,
decorated by numerous honors, kneel-
ing by the side of the peasanm: in his
sheepskin, while some earnest Christian
xas offering up a petition which seemed
to carry all hearts to heaven.  That so
nny people could be found in so world
ly a place as St. Petershurg to meet to-
gether for exposition of Scripture and
prayer, is a sign that simple truth meets
their) deepest yearnings.  Probably the
very success of the movement, which
was always jealously and suspiciously
watched by the Church, caused its sup-
presion.  According  to common
mour the suppression was crafuly brought
about in this manner. A report was
circulated that somewhere, the people,
ammated Ly such teaching as Col. Pash-
kofl’s, had entered a church and torn
down the unages.  The Fapress's Con-
fessor was ined as the instrument for
puttng that report in the proper ecclesi-
astical hght hefore the highest authori-
ties . and as the Empress lay then at the
puint of death, advantage was taken of
the moment when the heart s tender,
and the mind cealousty affected toward
religious subjects according to  the mea-
sure of it~ {nowledge ; and so the order
was given tor Col. Pashkofl to leave the
country, unless he would give np the
vood work 1 which he was so deeply in.
terested.  As a matter of fact the report
was'ondy a report, and the very utmost
that could be made out, was, that some
people had removed the images from
their own  pravate rooms because they
telt no need for them. There s no law
to prevent their doing this @ but the end
had been ganed, and that was all that
was requred.  And so for a tme the
workers have to rest from therr actnvay
that they may give themselves to prayer,

In all thes good work Col. Pashkoff is
heartily supported by his devoted wife ;!

ru- |

Government is  startled by anything
which 1t cannot understand, or measure;
and in its blindness, often stnikes the
good much moure heavily than the ewil
worker.  Hapily these Christian brethren
have studiously kept clear of everything
that could 1in any way taint ther pro-
ceedings  with  poltical  partisanship.
They are intensely loyal to the Crown,
and devoted to the State.  ‘They have
worked openly, and with all necessary
permissions , thetr character is above
suspicion. T'he blow has come from the
strong hand and jealous spirit of the ec-
clesiastical authorities. - - Fordd.
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THr PROPHELY OF ZACHARIAS. - Luke
1 67-79.

GoLpry Tex . v. 78.- “The dayspring
from un high hath visited us.”  Luke 1. 70.

To ve learned, 76-79.

INTRODUCT IOA.

The time of the fulfitment of the promise
to Zacharias and Ehsabeth had come, the
promused child was born, the eyclith day --
the day for the circumaising and naming of
the child arcording o the Jewish custom —
| had arrived, and Zachanas, the name of
his father, had been agrecl upon as the
name he should bear.  But against this the
mother had protested, insisung that his
name should be John ; and wher (he father
was :lp[)c:llcd to, he confirmed her decision
by writing —fur he was still unable to speak
— *“his name is John "—that s, he is al-
ready named John.

Thus the time speafied by the angel for
Zacharias to remain dumb had expired, all
things spoken by the angel, evento the
nammng of the babe, were accomplished
(-vc v. 20, Zacharias had shown his confi-
dence in that divine message by confirming
the name given by the angel, and mmred-
sately his dumbness departed, and he spake
and praised God.

1 FSSON NOTES,

67 Was plled with the FHoly Ghost.
With the pussing away of Zacharias® un-
behief and tts pumishmant, there came to
him the great and overlowny joy of con-
scious restoration to the Divine power, of
which the Holy Spirit bore witness to his
spint by filling him with the joy of the
Divine presence.

Drophesied  spake under the inspiration
“of the Holy Ghost - ave utterance. hke the
~prophets of old {sce 1 Pet. 11012
; much that he did not at
hend, but which
rather than himsclf.

68 . Blessed 52 the Lord God of irael.
Zacharas' nirst impulse was to prase and
bless God.  The joy of the Spirnit’s presence
uniformly voices itself in prawse.  (f Israel.
Zachanas'  conscious no

Savious thorn of salvation) that those words
are to bo understood.

(71-75), Zhat —n order that,  This con-
junction grammatically refers to rassed wp
m v. 0y, v. 70 baing merely parenthetical’;
and the language may be transposed thua:
—and  hath raised wp, 1n order that we
should be sared, an horn, &c.

L he obyect, then, of Christ's being raised
up was Sanvatios. Here, agamn, Zach-
arias’ conscious thought evidently goes no
farther than his own nation, as we see in
the expressions-—saved from our encmie-,—
mercy promased (o our futhers,—holy coven-
ant,—the oath whick ke sware lo our father,
Abraham. HBut all those expressions,
when studied in the stronger hight which
the Gospel sheds upon them, disclose a
deeper memming than Zachanas seems to
have perceived; fer God's covenant with
Abraham, which covers the whole ground,
s to Abraham and Ais seed, whick seed,
the Apostle Paul dedlares, 1s Cunrist—
(Gal. 32 13-1%), Ilere, then, we have n
bricf, the great ends God had in view in
the gift of Christ; namely —the saving of
His people from all their enemies ;—the
fulfilmenY of His promise as embodied 1n
the Abrahamic covenant ;—the fearless
service of His people ;—the character of
that scrvice,—un holiness anmd righteous-
ness , —the duratton of that servive,—a/’
the days of eur life

(76} And thou, Jild. Zachanas now
turns from a general survey of the bless-
ings that were to follow from Redemption,
to address his child.
prophet of the Highest—(Matt. 112 g-11
210 26). (o before the foue of the lord—
“the Mast Hsgh—to prepare, &c., (s, go:
3. Mat. 31

Shalt be called the |

been telling of Him?2 (21730 What was
the Saviour conung to do?” (74, What
was He gomg to grantto ths people 2 (3.
How were His people going to serve Hum ?
For how long > 17600 Wham did Zachanas
speak to when he swmd  thoncheld # Could
the baby understand hun?  No, for he was
only eight days old, but Zachanas was
speaking as a prophict of what wis going te
be.  Ind Jobn giow up to be a propher ?
Whose prophet?  Was he avery great
prophet? .See Matt. 11 g-11). 1770 What
would he give the people by his preaching ?
(78)% Who is meant by the day-spraog frone
on high? (791 What did Jesrs, the day-
spring, come to yive > Is there no prace
exceptinloving and serving jesus? What
does Jesus say to them that love Him?
(See John 14.27 . Wil you not come and
give your heart fully to Jesus, that that
peace may fill your hearts ?

—.—-

A REMNARNRNARLE INCIOENT.

A remarkable und curiousfact, perfectly
uuthentic, has recently been brought to
my knowledge. Names end places are, of
course, suppresscd, as the parties dircetly
;pgorcuwd would shrink tlrom suy pub-
icity.
" The son of » widowed mother grow up

to be & promising, brilliaut, but reckless,
young mun. That is to say, he was tal-
ented. popular, and successful, as the world
goes, but was unrestreined by sy regurd
to moral principle.  He was gay, dashing,
{ aud road 7 for unything in the way of the
| wildest trolics.  Thoughtful friends could
; not fuil to ~¢e that tho conclueion of all

this was almost certnin to be u brief

157, 5. To give knowledge of safva- | cnreer, closing in dissipation and a hope-
fron, &c.- -o1, toinform men- instruct them ! less end.
in regard to salvation—by (*in") the re- ' For several years this course was run,
mission uf sins.  Salvation is by Christ, i | and his reputationasau exceedingly clever
the remission of sins, through the tender but * fast” young fellow had come to be
mercy of God, wherchy, tby which) ke day- # well  ostublished. Al this time his
spring from on high-- Jesus, the sprning, or mother's prayers had gone up with un-
sourc: of all spiritual day —hark Tuisted | gcusm-,: importunity before the throne of
us. :

t79V. Hath vited us, for what purpose ?
To grve light—(John 12 4.9V ¢ them that
st 1 darkness and n the shadeiw of death
—--words awfully expressine of the natural
condition of all men—t0 grsde eur foet 1nto
the weay of peace,— of submission and con-
secrated service— John 14: 279, Zachanas
addressed himself to his <hild, but it was
only a glance: for his evewandered quick-
Iv away from the herald star to the Risxe

| (Mark 12 71 was to be—nat quenched. but
lost sizht of an the greater glory of His
beams  sJohn 3- 28-31).

o .
that time compre- ;
was designed for others |

sUGGESNLED THOUGH S,
It was customary in Fastern lands, when
r aking wasaboutto make a progress through
', his donumons, to send a herald in advance

StN. in whose beams the lesser hght !

_ Thero they were. a mighty host,
pleading for the deliverance and s-Ivation
! of lier son.
i One day, the young man walked into the
I noon prayer-meeting of the city where he
{lived and was well krown, There had
» been nothing, up to thut moment, to iudi-
cate any change in his course, and his
| presence wus n mntter of curions wonder.
i At last he rose, sud all eves were turned
‘upon him. He ulluded to his past life.
which he said he was well aware was per-
"fectly familiar to them nll.  He stated
that he had bad enough of it. He had
; pondered it all within the preceding twen-
"ty-four hours, and had determined to face
' squarely about.  Henceeforth he proposed
- to cast in his lot on the Lord's <ide. He
I had come to the conclusion, deliberately.
!and now he wauted the pravers of all,

"to proclanny his coming, and call upon his | that he might be aided in carrying out bis
! subjects to prepare his way before him. | v bory determination. °

S . hn's o N 1 . . .
} Suchwas John's nussion  He was the herald It may well be imagined what an eff ot

and their thoughts are not wholly limited b thourht wens

- . - H o~ ede
to the spintuzl benefit of their country, | tareher, probably, than his own nation;
but they give much time and money 1o 1 but the Spini who spake through hun meaat

amchorate the sad condition of the needy
around them.  Among their many hene-
volent undertakings  they  imvite  thair
triends to give one evenmy a week to
make warments suitable for the necos-

i much more.  He meant God's spuintual
| Isracl, that 1s, all who were,or should ever

xe, the children of God through faith (Rom.
Yi6-8 . Lor He hath iated, ete. He not
conly Aad visited them, in the past, but was
j about to visiz them an a much higher and

, oft he Kinz of glory, and the prepanng of
His way was the work wrought i men's

“hearts and notn the highways of Judea

~ John was no prncely herale sth along

| train of obedient slaves : he wos a louly

. prophet, alone and unattended, coarsely

ciad and poorly fed, and yet no such herald
Cever preceded any carthly kg,
© Mens uiterances, under the prompting of

sitics of those too poor 1o buy them, or, | wider ~ense.  This prnphccv is, hike that of the Holy Ghost  have a deptiv of meunng

perhaps, to pay the full price, and many
are the wamen and children who have
been wanmly ddad by this means. The
cirnest and happy workers work with a
will. and the cheerful mectings are bright-
ened with earnest prayer that the gnaod at-
tempted, may be successtul i its issue,
for both Col. and Mrs Pashkoff have a
heartiness  in their seifdevoted  work
which makes their zeal infectious. To
be with them, and to hear theis plans,
makes one wish to help them.  There 1s
no meodiness, no dullness in their re-
ligion, all is bright as day: and. as they
e %= out their daily work, many a weari-
ew, piritis refreshed by the atmosphere
ot joy about them, and some, too. come
to find the source of itn “the Peace of
God, which passeth all understanding.”
J{ was cruel to remove so benevolent a
anuly from their ministrations of usctul-
ness ; and it must be intensely trving for
a patriot like Col. Pashkoff, with a
patriot’s zeal, intensified with Chnistian
love, to know that his people are loft i
darkness and that no one may help them.
In the terror of the present moment, the

| Mary, both retrospectine and foreseeny
and should teach us that Chists connng
"m the flesh was not the & -genneng of His re-
I dempine work, but rather the ushenng in
of another phase of the one work which
1 had beenan progress since the day of man's
: nest sin.
Vg Hathk rassed up an hors: of salzation.
The word Zors is used metaphorically for
' power, or strength ¢ and s borrowed from
those animals whosc defensive power > 11
thair horns.  The referenceis to Christaand
: the expression, @ Aorn, ctc, might be ren-
dered a strength of salvation - mean-
ing, of course. ene able to save.  [n ke
howuse of his servant David. s Mary,
the mnther of ocur Lord, was still un-
marricd. we have herc direct proof—if
ather proof were wanting - that she was of
theroyal lineof David ; and that our Lord’s
descent from David was not nonunal, but
rcal.

(380 ols he spake, S .oo..stnice the warld
began,—or, from the carhest times. The
prophecies  concerning  Christ  either
shadowed forth in sacnfices and types, or
uttered in words by inspired men. date

|

bazk toths days of Adam and Eve: but’

those particular ones which showed that
he was to bz of the lincage of David, are of

a later date.  Prodably it is of Christ as a
]

of which we have very Iittle compreheasion,
. In these few seatences spoken by a humble

Jewish pr.esty are uttered or  suggested
Cmateral for more books than have everyet
t heen writien on other themes , and the sub-
ject, even had all these been written, would
¢ still be but very partially unfoided.  Erer-
Uity wiil nnt exbaust it

OUENTION SUMMARY.
1Fonr TauE Car.onex)

1 What had God given to Zacharias and
cEhsabeth?  What did the people want to
“namc hun? What did his mother want
“him to be called?>  What name did his
' father wnite 2 Why did e say Jus same is
JSokn? \What too' place as soon as he had
written that 7 wsee v. 63. (&7, Who came
at once and rilled Zacharias heart? What
did Zacharias do?  What is it to prophecy?
It 15 to spcak out the words Ged's Spirit
gives men to say. (68, Whom did Zach-
anias éess 7 What did he bless God for?
109'.  What did he say God had raised up?
What did he mean by @ sorn of salzntion ?
He mear astrong Saziour. Who was that
strong Saviour 2 It was Jesus who was
s to be born into this world.  What s
meant by wn tke house of Dazd 2 In, or
of, David's family. (70, Who had told
about this Saviour>  How lon; had they

was produced upon that meeting by t 1is
-frank aud manly avowal of one wh ise
" course hud been o unpromising up toithat
moment.
. But now comes the remarkable part of
this narration. His mothker was in an-
other city, miles away. As she sat down
¢ at the dinner table 24 1 very hour, she re-
fmarked: ** I have uo longer any concern
about ——. I do not kuow whether ho is
; converted, and so my prayers are answer-
' ed, or whether he isirrevocably doomed to
i be lost from this time forth, so that T can-
not do anything to save him. 1only know
l the lond og my heart which I have carried
so long is Qll goue, and I am at perfect

' rest.
l' The story I have told is strictly true.
: Do we get a glitopse in it of ** ministering
; spirts,” sent ncto ** the heirs of salvation,”
! and catch a hint of one of the offices which
they sometimes perform 2—(Congregation-
| alist, )
! -
TOTHER,
The mother's lite 15 full of prose
From carly dawn to daylight’s close,
But oft amid her houschold cares,
Some little poem unawarcs
| Is written down within her heart,
And of her life becomes a part.

} THE

t

l Some loving words a child may say,
A golden curl long put away,

A half-wora shoe upon the floor,

; An outgrown dress the baby wore,

l A broken toy or faded fiower,

{  May touch the heart-string any hour.



