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Sometimes such evidence is ù' the v'ery greatest importance,
since frequently no third person was priEsent. It is, of course,
the duty of every good citizen te disclose crime and to pre-
serve ovidcn.ie of it. À medical man, therefore, attending a
patient likel- to die under circumstances indicating a crime by
net of omission or commnission which e.irectly or indirectly caus-
ed his death, should endeavour te obtain sueh evidance £rom
Li n a is available; and this somnetimes is as useful te protect
thv innocent a.ccused of crime as it (more frequently) is te
con' ;et the guilty.

Thiý. is flot (as it in sometimes offensiively put) to act the part
oft a (.etective. but te act the part of a good citizen and it ig
caiied for only in cases of apparent homicide where there is
reation te suspect that the condlition of the patient is dutý direct-
ly or indirectly to crime, foui play or criininal negligence.

Speakîng generally, it is always wise for the doctor as soon
as he thinks that a case is hopeless, to inform the patient cf the
fact-he may have affairs te settie, a w'vill to make, directions
to give, etc.

1ifficulties mnay soinetimes arise as te which it is impossible

to a Lw n fixed rule-for exaînple the patient niay be
of i;e atemperamient that at stateinent of this kind would

probably cuedeath sonner than it otherwise would occur, etc.
Medieal min are kilwo-y,4 conscious that (speaking gencraliy)
their tirst duty iti te the patiçnt, anti that consequently nothing
which1 can lic r(-ason)abl.v andi properly avoided should be donc
whieh is likcly te harmi the patient; andi yet, exceptional cases
rnay cecur in whichi the private nîust give way te the public

1,ond(. The inedical maan i ust face the situaition if and wheu
it arises andi deternîine as Ills conscience and sentie cf public
duty dictate. C'ases of this kinO are exceptional ; and in no

case should fanciful or captious objections be raised; in ail cases
cf real diffleulty, the ('rown Attorney ,ihoitid be at once con-
sulted.

To make a Declarat ionl evidenee, there mnust be in the nuind

of the patient an imnpresslion of inupending death-if lie believe
that hisî case is hopeless, but thait there will he a proiunged con-
tinuance of lit', a Declaxýation is n:ît adissible. T1here niust

bc expectation,ý ktîeel expeetation, of death near apprcaeh-
iig. It is of ne imi.ý rtanece that the physieian or any other
than tht patient, fliinks lie inay or Nvill îeoe-h moi


