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Sometimes such evidence is of the very greatest importance,
since frequently nn third person was present. It is, of course,
the duty of every good citizen to disclose crime and to pre-
serve evidenre of it. A medieal man, therefore, attending a
patient likel;' to die under circumstances indieating a crime by
act of omigsion or commission which directly or indirectly caus-
ed his death, should endeavour to obrain such evidence from
Lim as is available; and this sometimes is as useful to protect
the innecent accused of crime as it (more frequently) is to
comvict the guilty.

This is not (as it is sometimes offensively put) to act the part
of & cetective, but to act the part of a good citizen and it
called for only in eases of apparent homicide where there is
reason to suspect that the condition of the patient is due direct-
lv or indirectly to erime, foul play or eriminal negligence.

Speaking generally, it is always wise for the doctor as soon
as he thinks that a case is hopeless, to inform the patient of the
fact—he may have affairs to settle, a will to make, directions
to give, ete.

Difficulties may sometimes arise as to which it is impossible
to lay dvwn any fixed rule—for example the patient may be
of such n temperament that a statement of this kind would
probably cause death sooner than it otherwise would oceur, ete.
Medical men are always conscious that (speaking generally)
their first duty is to the patient, and that consequently nothing
which ean be reasonably and properly avoided should be done
which is likely to harm the patient; and yet, exceptional eases
may oceur in whieh the private must give way to the public
good. The medical man must face the situntion if and when
it arises and determine as his conscience and sense of publie
duty dictate. Cases of this kind are exeeptional; and in no
case should fanciful or captious objections be raised ; in all cases
of real difficulty, the Crown Attorney showid be at once con-
sulted. .

To make & Deelaration evidence, there must be in the mind
of the patient an impression of impending death—if he believe
thai his ease is hopeless, but that there will be a prolonged eon-
tinuance of lite, a Deelafation is nut admissible. There must
be eapeetation, a hopeless expectation, of death near approach-
ing. It is of no importance that the physieian or any other
than the patient, thinks he may cor will recover—the import-




