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LORD RUDlc5DALE-MKoDs EKGLisa Lkw.

9 Otwarm In MY bed ini the bouse of Dr.
-, in Coleraine, where I was serving

'y apprenticeahîp, when I was roused
Out Of my sloop and ordered to saddlethe doctor'8 Ilorge and my own pony, and
br)n tem round to the door imrediatly.
WehnI got there the doctor was ready,and we rode to the village' of Bshmils,,sieven long miles, in an awful night ofrtwin snd Stormn. The doctor. alighted atPeggY M'Parland'a inn, which lie entered,leaving Mne outsjde te take care of bishorse, where I rexnained for four longweery hours, walking his homse up and
down Buslimills-street, and not a drytlireadi on my back. 'When the doctor
came ont of the inn lie told me that agentleman and his wife had been travel-
ling along the coast, and stopping et
Blalimills the lady lied been taken sud-
denly ill, and had just been safely
delivered of a baby. My lord, I amn
glad to see that baby before nie now as
Chian of the Iluse of Lords ; but
pardon me if I say that the pleasurs
would have been greater if your lordship
lied not differed from me on a point ofgreet importance'to, my constituents ofColeraine.' As I ýproceeded with my 8tory
I saw a quiet smill spreading gently over
his Lordship's features; and e ver efter
when I happeneed to meet Lord Redes-
dale in the lobbies et Westmins.ter, liewould approach me i the kindleat mnan-
ner, and say, 'Wall, Dr. Boyd, glad to
fiee. you ; sorry you liad so m ucl trouble
with me the night I was born."'-Iirieh
Lawa Timew.

MOD ERN ENGLLSH LA W.

The liistory of Modern English Iaw isthe history of a gigantic revolution pro-duced by tlie ideas of one man. 7Under
the influence of Bentham, hlf a centuryor more of stagnation lias been folio wedby haif a century Of innovation. It is alittie dîifficult for those who live in themidst of incessant legal changes to ap-preciate the extent of a revolution of
whicli the force is stîli unspent. Some-
thing may be achieved by tlie aid of acomparison. Any one,' for exemple. whoexamines the Engliali statute book for thecentury. and a quarter wlidh precede 1825,
will sec that the changes whidli it includes
ane not equivalent te a tentli part of the

siteration, wliich have been effected with-
in tlie last haîf century. Hardly a single
portion of Englieli law has, since George
tlie Fourtli came to the - throne, escaped
the influence of reform. The constitu-
tion of ]?arliament bas been changed, tlie
laws of treason lias been modîfied, the
criminel law lias been transformed from,
a system of indiscrîminate inliumanity
into a system under wlich capital punish-
ment is, except in cases of murder, prac-
tically unknown. The laws of debt have
been fandamently modified; the whole
law of evidence lias been freed frorn the
artificiel mules by which it was, defaced ;
the expression of opinion lies been freed.
from ail tlie sliackles iinposed by the law
and from neamly all tlie checks imposed
by opinion; all the forma of monopoly
supported oither by statute, or by jadi-
cial decisions liave been swept away,and the principles summled np under the
vague formula of ' free trade"t have been
emubodied in the legisletion of tlie lest
flfty years. Other changes miglit be
easily enumerated, but one crucial instance
of the readinese witli which- modern
Englisli law adits of alteration or im-
provenment May stand for a linndred ex-
aml)les. The institution of the Divorce
Court effected 'lot mnerely a change in
legal procedure but an altemation in thç
tlieomy of marriage. It toudlied, one of
tlie most sensitive points of private life.
It involved the national renunciation of
ecclesiastical dogmas whidh lied been
more or less mespel"cted for centuries. Yet
tlie Divorce Court was instituted not
only witliout revolution, but witliout ex-
citing any stxrong popular emotion. In
1859 it was Mlore easy to alter the law of
inarriage than it would liave been in 1759
to ab0lish capital punieliment for sliop-
lifting. The extent of the legal revolu-
tion of whidh Sir R. Wilson is tlie lister-
ian May also be measured by compeming
not century withi century but country
witli country. France bas, since 1826,
passed througli et least four revolutions,
but the legislative changes introduced,
into Frencli law since tliat period faîl far
short, it may be conjectumed, of the in-
novation camriedl ont within any given ten
years by the Engliali Parliament. France
it May be sai.l, did ail lier innovation et
a stroke. The firit revointion effected
such fundamental alterations thet nothin
was left for later reformers to accompliah8
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