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tunity, sud ini the. winter a systematic attempt is made to kili them
by traps, poison and the. gun. Their numbers are now v.ry machI reduced, and tii. good work stili proceeds, so that there in quit. a
possibility of their utter extermination writhin a few years.

After the. teros and sparrows, the most abundant bird is the.
smi-palmated ployer, welI knov through mo%t parts of the.

cutyin the. migration, but which is absent in the. breeding

probability maie tesuyo hsbr eyitrig ln
thse edg.s of the. large inland lake timere is cast up in tise spring a
ftinge of eel gras varying (romn on. to four feet in width. In
this eeI grass the. ployer chooses to place its nest, and it ssemed
to b. of no use visatever to look anyviiere else. Eadi pair exca-
vales three or more ne .15 as a nule, and sometimes lines tiiem as
welI, using the. saine material among which it is baailt. Wiien a
persan following the shiore c imes to a pair of tiiese plovers. ai h e
iias 10 do is to foIIow aloog this fringe of eel grass and search
carefully for a depression. viser. tise nest may b.; and my experi-
ence was îiat viser. on. iiollow was found, close by would b.
several otiiers. But 1 vas too early for tiie main nesting season,
a&M sav but tw-o nests wits .ggs. Tiie mai* bird ism a curious
tvosylabled cal, visicis it gives in rapid sucsso ile on the.
ving. Its iglit at thus time, as weil noted by Dr. Dwigist, daosely

oesembe that of the. night havk, and may ext.nd over tvo or
tisr.e minutes at E time vih constant calling.

TMI SLTEC PIPINO ftOER.

Tii. ooly otiier ployer breeding upon the. island is tise b.lted
piping ployer. Tuis is the. western variety of tiie piping ployer,
a&" Dr. Dwight noted as ons af thse surprises of Sable Island tisat
this bisd, visose main brsmling ground is on thse western plains,
usould b. foued no far to thse east vhile thse esaern part af the.
continent is aimait entirely inisabited by tise other vari.ty. These
birds excavate tiseir nsst-biiolov in tise bars, open sand, visicis
makes tissu exoedigloy difficuit to lid, as tise bird haves tise
mai Et si*gbt of an inîruder. On. sucis that 1 found vus on a bar.

pmtcis of sand in tise moutis of a gally, vhics tise wimd lid cut


