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CHRISTIAN OBSERVER.

shall reign in Mount Zion, and in Jerusa-
lem.” (Is. xxiv. 1) The prophet Jereminh
not only foretells the reign of Christ over
the people of Israel, but he eonnects this
event with their tinal restomtion from all
the countries where they are now scattered.
der, xxiii, 1. 8, 8o also Jer. xxiii. 14. 16,
To the sume purpose another prophet
speaks: Bxekiel xxavii. 11, to the end.
The time is certainly coming when * they
shall eall Jerusalem the throne of the Lord,”
when “the Lord shall inherit Judah his por-
tion, in the holy land, and shall chouse Je-
rusalem again.”

4. This kingdom iz to estend over the

tchole carth, and is to emhrace all nations;

and kindreds.  ‘The dews as we have seen
are to occupy a peculiar and prominent
place in the kingdom. But the kingdom is
to extend over the whole carth, and astare
of holiness snd blessedness shall Le every
where trinmphant.  We bave several times
had occasion, in former papers, 1o speak of
the glowing promises of Seripture, that set
before usthe animating hope of a time when
Satan, the usurper shall be east out, and
Jesus the Prince of Peace, shall have the
uttermost parts of the earth given him for
a possession—when knowledge, peace and
holiness shall bless the whole world, in the
happy reign of Jesus and his szints.

In the glories of the kingdom the saints
are to share.  When Christ comes he will
raise or change his saints and muke them
. like unto himself, yea, he will exalt them to
sit with him upon his throne. Matt. xix. 28,
2 Tim. it 12, Rewv. iif. 2. What an ani-
mating motive js here set before us? Our
king has great and glorious rewards for
those who serve him fuithfihiy. Is the
pathway to the kingdom one of conflict and
tribulation, of shameand contempt, of humil-
iations and crosses? Well, well; if the
Captain of Salvation was himself “made per-
fect through suffering,” bis royal saints, who
are to share his glory and his throne, may
well be patient, “knowing that ther light
aflliction, which is but for a moment, work-
eth out for them a far more excceding and
eternal weight of glory. Let us be anima-
ted, brethren in the Lord, to the patient en-
durence of suffering, as well as to ardent
labors for Christ, knowing that in the bless-
edness of the kingdom, there are the most
glorious and gracious rewards, and that

« No pains, no pangs, no grievi 1
Npo \l\'of ul nri)gh?i,s tﬁc?e? g grich
No sigh, 1o sob, no cry is heard
No wellaway, no fear,”

For the coming of this kindom we long
and pray,“Come, Lord Jesus, come quickly.”
 Come, then, and added to-thy many crowns,
Receive yet one—the crown of all the carth,
Thou who alone art worthy ! It was thine
By ancient covenant, ere nawre’s binth ;

And thou hast made it thine by purchase price,
And overpad its value with thy bleoed,

Come, then, and added to thy many crowns,
Receive yet one, as radiant as the rest

Due to thy last, and most effectual work,

‘Thy word fulfilled, the conquest of 3 world.””

[ Examination of Doctor Woods's Argument for In-
{ant Beptism from Eccloeiaatical History.

! NY Jo 1. RIPLEY, OF NEWTON THEOLIGICAL IN®
STILUTION, MASS,,

In the Works of Dr. Woods, Vol. T11,
the CXVIth Lecture, entitled Ixrast Bae-
TISM PROVED ¥KOM Kcotesiasticas Histouy,
contuins the folloving remarkable para-
graph: “The testimony of Jiceleziwtical
History on this subject is juat euch as we
should expecet, on the supposition that infant
baptism was, from the begiuniny, universally
regarded as a Christian institution. The
[ carliest Christian fathers had little or no
focciteion to enter on a particular discussion
of the subj: et, or even to make any express
mention of it.  Accordingly we find in the
writers, who next suececded the Apostles,
only allusivns to infunt buptism,  These al-
]hxsxons, however, are of such a nature, that
they cannot well be accounted for, withont
supposing that Infant Bagtism was the uni-
Jorm preetice. But the fathers, who wrote
in the following ages, were more and more
particular and explicit in their testimony.”
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vestigaton. 1t seems marked with cau-
tousness, and appears like the well-measured
tread of a considerate and trustworthy guide.
It seems, also, stamped with candor, such
as well befits a subject ucknowledged by
able investigators to be at least somewhat
obscure. 1t evidently expresses, moreover,
the honest convictiuns of its author. Its
direct, unfaltering and positive tone, give it
an air of authority.

"T'nis historieal argument, claiming an un-
broken chain of eviiencc, throngh the very
men “who next succeeded the apestles”
and who, it may be added, according to
universal belicf, were acquainted with apos-
tles and instrueted by them, is designed to
link infant baptism with the apostles them-
selves. In point of fact, this historical ar-
gument has contributed more than the
Scripture argument to the defence of infant
baptism; aud to not a few, though as to all
other subjects they choose to stand on the
sure basis of inspiration, the historical view
which has been presented of this subject
has appeared utterly incompatible with the
conclusion that the apostles knew nothing
of infunt baptism, and thus confirmation has
been given to arguments called Seriptural,
but too remote and doubtful for satisfaction,

The positions laid down in this paragraph
I purpose now to examine. To place my
readers in a favorablestate for accompanying
me in this examination, I must premise that
the early Christian writers contemplated in
this paragraph are divided into two classes:
the first, comprising those who immediately
succeeded the apostles, and who are de-

,j-nominated Apostolical Fathers, because they

ave reputed to have been acquainted with
.apostles, and. to have been instructed by
them. This clase contains the followine

This paragraph has the air of learned in-

names: Barnabas, Clement (of Rome,)
Iiermas, Ignatius, Polycarp. The space of
time covered by the wrilings of the Apos-
tolical Fathers is regarded by Hefele, in his
vatuable edition of their works, as extending
to sbout the year A. D. 150, Next to
these, or in the sccond clase, stand the
writers whoare comm ouly called the Chris-
tian Fathers, commencing with Justin Mar-
tyr. The writers beloaging to this elasg,
whom my purpose requires me to mention,
are Justin Martyr, Irenteus, Tertullian and
Origen. Farther down than the last-named,
it is' wholly unneceasary, as the sequel will
show, for me to proceed.

"This distinction, universally made, be-
tween the Apostolieal Fathers and the sue-
ceeding Christian Fathers, is recognised by
Dr. Woods in the paragraph before; since
he mentions “the writers who next suc-
cceded the apostles” and “the fathers who
wrote in the following ages. Respecting
the former of these two classes he says, “We
find in the writers, who next succeeded the
apestles, only allusions to infant baptism.
‘These allusions, however,are of such anature
as to afford satisfactory evidence that it was
the uniform practice” Now, the question
which I propose $» examine is simply and
directly this: Do those specified wntings
contain allusions to infant baptism of such
a nature as to prove that it was the uniform
practice? ) .

1t is & question of fact, and requires me
to search the writings which are ascribed
1o these men. For this purpose, I shall
cmploy the very convenient edition of their
works by Hefele, following, for convenicnee’
sake, the order in which he has arranged
them.

APOSTOLICAL PATHERS.

I. The first in order is the so-called
Epistle of Barnabas. This contains a few
notices of baptism.  In the eleventh section,
the autkor takes up the inquiry whether
the water [ e, baptism] and the cross had
been carefully foreshown in the Old Testa-
ment. “Concerning the water,” he remarks,
“3t was written respecting Israel how they
would not receive the baptism which leads
to remission of sins, but woula wake [some-
what different] for themselves.” He pro-
ceeds to quote the first three verses of the
first Psalm, aud then adds, in applying the
passage to his purpose, “Perceive ye how
at onc and the same time he marked out
[i. e, showed or described] the water and
the cross? For this it is which he says—
Blessed arc they who, having trusted to the
cross, have gone down into the water; be-
cause [they shall reccive] the reward in its
time.” " Again, quoting & p e from the
Old Testament, in which, according to the
quotation, mention is made of a river with
beautiful trees growing up out of it, of whicle.
whoever should eat would live forever, ha
proceeds—¢ This he says, That we descend
into the water laden with sins and corrup-




