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the inhabitants having been addicted to
impure forms of worsiup, were ciunged
by the wrath of Tleaven.nio stones, and
in that state leftinrever above roundd, to
be a terror and a warming 10 furure
generations, Asto the lious who climb
and grin on the wally of Bala, they
wero, say lhe Masluns, the gods of 13
ancient whabitatts, whow, when tne
day of trial cune, they were fouud -
potent 1o protecte
Liko all 1egions  ingue =ted wila
fire,thispait ot Persiaproduces evquisite
fruit, Large and  debicious sy have
been still foand on thy tices av late as
mounth of Dcecember, and ihe pome-
granates which nature brings o per-
fection in the hotte~t miouths scem to
be fuller of rebie-hing juice than in
almost any other puit of the East.
When you arrive, tacicfore at a caras
vansary on 3 Jaly noon, the first thing
with which the attenaant presents you,
in a saucer of white -occiain, 15 3
pomegrante—yau break it, you inbhale
the dclicious astoma, you s'p the pnky
juice, and your weanmess vamches hihe
adream.  Along the seicanie rochs, the
vine trails its tendrils, aud carly in
summer i3 covered wath heavy elusters,
purple or golden. “These the childien
of the Praphet, in spite of the Korau,
often convert into wine, with which to
segale themselses in their bam-hmeut
rocyond Kaf. Esvery oue who has
travelled in volcaunic countrivs must
have observed that the grape has thete
“a far richer flavor than cl:ewhere,
whicl: appears uat once to excite and
allay thirst. “This i~ particalerly notice-
able on the slopes of Ltuaand Vesuvius,
but in the naighburlivod ol Eaku at s
perhans more remarkabic suil. The
wines tnade in this province are those
chicfiy celebrated by the Persian peets,
who, because they drank them m the
bowers of Shitaz or Istabag, inagined
they were the produce of the souih. In
the low marshy grounds close to the
Caspian, you tind wa*er-melons, scarce-
Iy it at all, interiorto those of Calamatn
1if the Morea, which, when cut iuto
slices, look hisc sweet water held in
suspension by a nei-work of fibzes,
These, withthe av;ics of Shitwan, and
the dates of Jrek ad Dimbckar, tho
Parsees pretes to ali the lsaits of India,
the anana, the mcivo, oad the man-
gosteen, becsus¢ the v detect m them
the flavor of wneir aadient fatherland.
As they eat, they dream of the past,
swhan the sword of the Mede was a
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terror to the world—when he discip-
tuted the finest casvalry, and erected the
finest structines i Asia-wedien he waa
victorions swherever he marched—aud
when his scered tige threw it elare on
one sude over the Nile, and the other
over the Indus, Itmay be that Bum-
<otice Cursctice, as he Prostrates him-
selt betfore the cterual fires of Lakn,
dicams that davs of equal glory mav
set das i upon his race. when hie shall
cease to twast ropesand bild ships for
wlute witidels fiom the West, when ho
<hail 1c no Jonuer a by.word to hio
Brahmanor the Moslemin, but witiuthe
sword ot victory . one hand, and the
sacted tire Ju tne othet, skall deive the
believers in the Book out of Iran, and
cpjoy 3 tlaming nullensum in Aho
beantiful Land which was the birthplaco
and cradic of s 1ace.

The Catacombs of Rome.

The city of Rorse is in nearly the
«ame latitude as Hartford, Connecti-
cut. Its circumference is about i5
miles, inclosed by a wall which has
upon it 30 towers. Its catacombs
were the  cxcavations, where the
carly Christianslived, worshipped.and
were buried. They are cut through
a kind of toicano stone aul their ex-
tent 15 estraordinary.  You descend
to them tbrough the church of St
Scbastian, which is two miles outside
of the city, and they have been ex-
plored to the leagth of eizhty miles.
Qther catacombs have beon discover-
ed, but this is the principal one. On

the way to this church you pass the
tomb of the Seip‘es, men of whom we
have read in bistory, and whose relics,
only found in 1730, have been buried
2.0 years. The pacsages in the
catacombs are 8 to 1v 1cer hizh, and
from 13 10 13 te=t wide. These paths
have tiers of tombs on either side,
larze and seail cut into the rock and
closed up with siabs of marble, cover-
ed with inscriptiones, .



