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-At a meeting of Methodibt ministers
and isymnen l'.cld at the residence of Mr.
A. E. Amnes, Toronto, on the eveuing of
&ugust 22nd, Mr. j. W. Flavelle ln the
chair, the foilowiug resolution was
adoptaitd

MNoved bY the Rev. Dr. Withrow,
9econded by Mr. Chester D. Masoey.

"In view of the vital relations of ourSunday Sehool work te the growth of.Methodîsm, reso,ved that thus meetingendormes the idea of a strong advancemovement In Sunday Sehool extension,csPecially ln the North-West."
Dr. Withrow ws.s requested tu sendwith this resolution a communication tothe Generai Conference for efereuce tothe Sunday School Committeee oit thenecl of such advauce 'novement, witbstatement of the grounds on which itwas urged.

In compliance with thîs request andIr harmonie with my own convictions,1 talce the liberty of asking the a ttention
0f the Confereuce and Sunday SehoolCommIttee to a subject in whlch we areail Profoundiy interested, and tu which Ihave given much and earnest cousidera-tien. I have Put my tboughts in printthat the members of the Conference andSunday Sebool Coinmittee mayr the netterexamine them.

We ail thank God for the great succesahie bas given our Sunday Schoo1 work inthe Past, for Its remarka-ile development
and for the haliowed results of the laboraof Our great army of over 30,000 (33,-2q6) faithfui officers and teachers In con-J'lnction with the stili larger arnxy of272,566 Bunday School sebolars. Thespirituel resuits of this work carnet beWeighed or tabulated, but we rejoics inthe fact that nearly'forty tbousand ofthe scholara la our achools (39,374) haveen profession of falth unIted with theehurch dUrlng the quadreunium....a more

than ample compensation for ail the.ishor 01 the. workerà In thla mont fruittul

garden of the Lord.' To tbis imuet jeýadded the mouldîng of s0 many thousands,cf lives in Christian culture aud servi,,
IREI PRMILCNJ TO 1O. Eu Ik l,.

Throu.gh conditions which seem coin-mon to ait th~e churches ln the O'M Worlclaud the New, there lias been a relativeJeclîne ln 0cr Suinday School progrees.11 momle Other ehurches Iltai even -muprOnouuced than i~ Pour owu. No single fat.«ter Cao account for this resuit, but manycauses conspire to brIng It about. Thelessened revereuce for Godas day aod hiBl'Ouse, the prevailing love of pleasuire,tbe allurements of the trolley car sudtrolley park, of Suuday blcycliug andPleasiire driving, of mailing sud rowing,the frequency of militsry aud societyparades on the Lord's day. the Increaseoutanmer vacation travel-all these bavemade sad Inroada uPon or SundaySchools, sud semouiy menace their fu-ture.
AN teef Oc TRE TIDE.

As a matter of fact, our Sundsy Schoolgrowth bas flot kept pace witb the ln-crans uf our pceaching appolntments.7hRt lucrease In the ast two quadren.unie was 202, whiie *hat of our scboolswas onlY 174. During the two prevlousquadrennlums, however, when the adverseInfluences to which 1 have referred wereflot so largely operatîve, while the lu-creuse lu the number of preachlug placeswas 268, the lucrease lu the number ofOur achools was more than twlce as great,namely, 576.
The rate of increase ln the number utacholars bas aiso declined, the lucreasesfor the quadreunial Periode mince theBreft union of 1874 belng as followe

1878 ................. 19,754
1882.................. 9,6571883 (Yer of 2nd Union) 44,4231886 (Three-year period) 16,133189Q .................. 35,765
1894 ................. ,5961898. ... :... :.......:...1 77831902.... ... .......... 2,237


