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Verse 1. Niath ye!tr . .. lenth month.
Agrees wiil 2 Kingo25. 1, sd 3cr. 52. 4.

2. Eleventis . . . fourth . . . ninth.
,%grecs witis 2 King. 25. 2, 3, arnd 3cr. 52. 5, 6.

3. Middle gaie. Soule v.eil kisown gaie in
tIre isîterier of tise city, prorlabiy crie aslih selra.
rated tira twe principal scstins cf Jeruosalieî'
wlsich Josepius cails tise ulipcr sud lower city.
The occupation ef tis central position ws a
formaI takissg possession of tise City. Nergai.
sharezer. Thornre l obviousiy soins textuel con-
fusion in tIsa record of teso naisses, ariaing prob-
ably f)rem misappreiensins of tire tilles of certain
officers, and coisfounding usines sud tities. A
cosopsris6n of tisis verse witis verso 13 enables us
te maske a plasible amendation. WC talos tise
words Il sar-secliins," Il rab-saris," sud Il rag
mag"l te ba tubls, andsaubsttste Il Nebusissebs,"
who la cailed "rab-saris" invarsl3, for' Nergal.
sisaree," who la twice naiurd lu tisis versa. Since,
howevor, iwo tilas, 'r sar-seeb l ansd il rab-
saris," coma togeiher hors wiîlseat au iuiervauing
naine, w ashoald plase tisa nains Il Nebushas-
issu" licfors Il rab-saris,"l as le dans lu verse 12.
Tison we obiain the resdiug wisich we hae givon
aboyeand avoid tise obvieus cenusion which sp-
pears lu the comment text sud vers ,rno. Tise usina
Namgar.nebo dos net as yat appear ou tise
monumeuts, but tise word IlNoise " wiih forns

sl part of il, le a mont fainiliar naine of a Babylo-
Uns idol, sud appears again lu ths uasebazar-
adan sud Nebaslsasbsu lu versa 13. Tise word
sar-sechim seiama ecariy to desiguais tise office
of ibis Saiugar.uobo, but its masniug le not car-
tsinly knewu. Somns ihiuk ht ina> mean Il au-
nuchsa," sud ha eqluivalaut te Ilsaris," but it le ust
likeiy that tws différent words for tise saine office
woaid coeur lu sucis proaimity. WC have trans-
istad ht swordâminu aboya, but oui' a a coujeci..
nul sud tentative reuderiug saggasted by the fact
tisai tise word Il sashin" Ilu Hobraw, Aramsic, aud
Arsble masrs a "I nfa." Eah.aaris. This is
allowed by ail seisolars t ir thie titis of tise cbief
aunueis. As thesa uine of Naîgal-sisarezer comnes
lastinl verse 18, t silla hast ta give it thai posi-
tion boe sud omit it altegetisor lu tise first part oftise versa. Tise usineasppears lu tise cusiform lu-
ecripious, sud muaans, IlNorgal wiil protaci tisa
king." Tisis officer bore tise titla of Rab.mag,
or Ilebief-ins," sud is ideîstified witb tise
Nariglissor, eou-iu-iaw of Nebuehaduezzar, who
sessinsted Evil-morodacis sud succeeded hum ou
tise ibrous of Babylon (Joseps, Ap"e i, 20).

4. Saw them. Net ueeesssrily meaniug tisai
ha beiseld tisein wiîis bis owu eyes, or sppeared lu
tiseir preseuca ivbe tise> est in tise gaie, Ils may
have seu tsein froin soins tower or emineuce wisau
sire> entsred tise cii>', but tisa tisougii ls, ratdier,
whe ire h obaerved tisai tIse> hall cutered lit, sud
,werc masters of, tisa city. Rlng's garden.
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Thsis was rieur tisa Pool of Siiosso on tise south eftise City (Noi. 3. 15). Gate betwixt the two
Waiis. Probasiry thre sause asi tire "gale of tihe
fountaiii," înentioîred iii Nei. 3. 15. Tire exact
position sud parpose of the two walls o. uncer-
tain. Coorpii. bolr. 22. Il. Way of the plain.
Tire road to tire rirbil, tire -rr 1c.n ticign-
tien of tire Jordanr vrriiey, veoirciiiS tire greut de-
pression aid dies*rt, tract b. ti to tihe liont, and
soutir of tire Derrd Scil.

5. ]Iblah. Tis sac nt tire place cf tire ilon-
enr village etf tire saine naine, oit tire erst bsîîk of
tire (ironies River, about tiiiriy-fivo miiles nortit-
euat of Baialbek. Gave Judgnaent upon hira.
Literaily, "apoko with liinjorlginients."1 A strik-
iîîg phrase, found aise in Jcr. i. 16n; 4. 12 ; 12. 1.
It iroplies that the judgsscnts rendercd were not
ini word enly, bat aise in deed.

7. Chaîns. liebrew, rl aith doubla brasa,"1
probably in allusion te a double elîsin sud fetters
that couneetedl bath bauds sud foot.

9. Captai. of the guard. Our trassators,
ta hava bieu consistent, ahould have writteîs th!s
Il 1ab-tabbaii."l But like IlRab-saris" Ilad
"Rab-mag" in verse 8, ibis alie is a tubl, sud
means Ilcisief execaîlaner," or ehief of tisa body-
guard of the king. Thoue that teU away.
The deserters who fosook tisa Jawish people and
wsut over te the Babyleuiens. Coinp. 2 King& 25.
Il ; Jer. 52. 15.

The Leason Councl.
Question 1.I*)Vkerein sesr thie capisrUy is

lia byoa a bleseisr go thre Jewuirpeople

Tiss aptivity was the msan of overthrowiug
tise îisousrcisy,restorisg tise tisoocracy, sud de.
streying idolatry. Boing deprivedl ef tise temple
service, tise Jows were led ta wersisip God ln the
homansd lu local sasosblios, aud the wership bc-
came Issa ceremonial sud more spirital. After
the esptiviîy local wersisip lu the synsgogue bc-
came goerai, sud ibis led te a botter observance
ofthe Ssbbatis sud te a boItter kuowledgs of tIra
iloly Seriptures. As a piiisliment fer ilbo
dione the csptivity taaght tire Jews to resrpect
tise law of God. Tira disiplinem cf affliction sas a
groat blossiug.-Rev. .Edwarrl U. Ilerki su, Espisrg,
y. .

i gave thon, (1) in a Bouse, a uow Bible; the
canon was euisrgd sud rearranged, anfolding
new doctrines. (2) A bighor mor-'.ty. (8> A airs-
pler sud mors spiritual wori., ps; the synagogue
bocame su lutegral part of tisoir religious systesu
sud uoesearily modifiod tise fonns sud epirit of
worsisip. (4) XI made possible the ra-arection cf
thr' nation ou a theoccratie basis; nover sJciii, but
for a short period, was political indepeudenca
thoirs. (5) XI purgod the nation of idoistry ; it


