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wvhich witnessethe their guiiltinesse." Perhaps there was iii
Clon met some liiîgering belief ùliat the conceptions of witchcraft
embolied in these passages-were stili authoritative. Lt is juSt
as well that the illusion bats now been dis8ipated.-Law Journal
(London). ______

PETTY PEBJURY.
The Law Journal, iii reviewing an article by Judge Chalmers

on IlPetty Perjury," iremar-ks :-" Everyone %who is even super-
ficially acquainted with the ordinary course of proceedings in
our Courts is familiar witb the lamentable pestilence of false
swearing which infects them. It is an evii of tho irst ma gni-
tude, but, so far, our legisiators have treated it as being no more
amenable to treatment than the blot of original sin. Judge
Chalmers makes a pract ical isugrgestion. Takfing the position that
many peijuries are in themseives small affairs, such ofl'ences may
be prop)erly treated by a small punishment, and he advocates the
creation of a class of' ' petty peijury' to be deait with summarily
by a magistrate. 'The point 1 wish seriously to insitst on i8 that,
in tbe case of a crime like perjury, the certainty of punishment
is far more important than its severity. The probability of get-
ting fourteen days' bard labour within a week's time at the
nearest Police Court would be far more deterrent than the bare pos-
sibil ity of a long sentence atibhe next aissizes.' Wbetbera moralist
would agree to distinguitsh the guilt of perjuries by the barmful-
ness of the en~ds to wbich tbey were addressed, and wbetber even
a law-maker, witb bis rougli and practical metbods, could safeély
adopt the criterion suggested, may be doubted;- but there can be
no question that the judge's other proposaI for classifying the
offences accords with the general opinion upon the matter. A
witness who under pressure blurts out the firist lie which occurs
to him is lees guilty than one wbo deliberatcly concocts and
repeats a false tale. And 'aun unfaithful wife wbo denies lier
guiît uses perjury as a wenpon of defence,' and she merits far
lesa punishment than 'the bired witness wbo falsely swears away
the reputation of an innocent womaan.' The testimony of so
experienced an observer as Judge Cbalmei's, who has been judi-
cially employed not only ini the important County-Court district
of Bui mingham, but in Iridia aind at Gibraltar, to the terrible fre-
quency of I)eljuries, both potty anid serious, in the witness-box, is
very remarkable, aud it meri ts the grave consideration of' Gov-
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