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wvould, therefore, be unjust and cruel if under the name of taxcation
it were to deprive the pýI'vate oWner dimore than is-fitting.J Here,
therefore, the Cathollo diffý-rs rýadicaJly from the socialist. The State
of the socialist arrogates to'itself the power to *takze into its hands
the ownership and management of ail the ineanq of production, dis-
trition and excliange, wvheti-.ýr the present owners consent or not.
Catholic docfrmne denies that the State bas authority to do 'this.
Quite apart from the question as to l-oxv it is to be done, wvfiether
compensation is to bc miade to those wvho are expropriatêd or- iot, wve
assert that such an act of sppliation wvould be Éihiple robhery. We
rnay dismiss the hypotliesis of the owvners givin g their voluntary
consent as chinierical. 'The Collectivist scheine coiild only corne into
existence lby a gigantic act of robbery and injustice."

FAITH AND SCIENCE.

Agnostics, wvrites the non-Catholic the( logian Harris, whor %ve
quote at length, are fond of contrastin, ReiinZ> t cenevr
much to the adIvantage othfrm.Science, they say, walks *by
know'ledge, wvhereas Religion Nvalks 'by faith. Science proves its
principles by experience, or by logicàl reasoning from experience,
wvhereas Religion assumes its principles without proof.

To this we offer unqualified denial. Science is as much built oi
faithi as religion. Before science can proceed to the investigation* of
a single question she must make a number of pure acts of faith-

i. An act of faith in the trustworthiness of humari reason; that
i's, in its ability to lead the'inquirer to true conclusions.

2. An act of faith in the trustworthiness of human memory,
for unless memory is trustworthy it is impossible to construct a
chain of reasoiiing.

3. An act of faith in the trustworthin-ess of sense, for unless
the senses can be trusted Izno-wledge of the externa-,l world is impos-
sible.

4. An act 6îf fàitli in' a numiber of unpro\-ab1e principIes general-
ly summed up in the phrase 'uinlfoimity of na-ýture."

Ail sciences, including, mathematics, are based on certain first
principles, called axiorns, or positatcs, wvhich, being- incapable of
proof', are taken for granted.. Sretimies these principles are formn-
aIly stat6I, more ôften 'they are t.-citlya,-ssuriied. We state7, not as a

jý;


