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THE ACT OF UNION.

ROMN the days of Kin- Jolin to the days of George IlII.,
Ireland wvas the dwelling-place of a parliamnent. ThisMiI parliament wvas neyer an Irish parliamenc. Its mecm-
bers were chosen almost entirely from among the

Anglo-Norman invaders, and its le,,iýsiation wvas invari-ably preju-
dicial to the interests of the native population. With the advent
of Protestailtism and the accession to, the English throne of
William of Orange, the already limited represen tative body ivas
reduced to still smaller dimensions by a law allowing Protestant
mnembers only to take their seat ini the House. H-ence, the last

-eiglt hundred years of Ireland's history are dotted by the ]and-
marks of British tyranny-the Statutes of Kilkenny, the Penal
La-ws, the Act of Union. They ail involveci iew civil relations for
Ireland they have ail heen sources of disasters for Ireland. and
ail point to Engfland as their comnion ori.ginator. Let us see how
this is verifiei1 in the Act of Union.

By the Act of Union li-eland lost the righit to make lier own
laws. Henceforth she was to send bier quota of representatives
ho swell the i-anks of the British legisiature, where Irishi interests
in commi-on 'vith Englishi, Scotch, W7elsb, and greater Imperial iii-
terests were to bc discussed and legislated for. This measure
was to be ai panacea for the evils of Ireland ; how then has it
proved a source of disaster to lierP Surely, if the vast bulk of
the Irish people bac] no voice in their so-calUed legisiature, could
they reasonably regret its lossP Couic] they reasonably protest
against the annexation of the parliamient of Dublin willh tie par-
liament of LondonP What adrantagre would they deriv'e from the
na.i.enacnce of a legisiature, the vast n.aoiyo hs ebr

,were the exclusive choice -of -a fewv landed proprietorsP Should
tbey not rathier prefer a parliament in %%hich ilheir country would
have, at le.-st, the advantage of an adequate representationP No;
biac as -,vas bier independent parli-ament, inadequately as she 'vas
represented thercin, lreland bac] reasons te cling tenaciously te,
lier parliament. She construed the groxing spirit of tolerance
and reformi that characterized the timie, as a fav9rable prognostic


