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whiclx was situatcd in one corner of the fiower be at once the bappicst and most miscrable of
garden, into wrhich 1 had unconsciously strayed. xnankind :-happy in the possession of such a
Curions to a8certain the cause of this sound of trcasure as 1 knoew this fair yoi ng ecature to
grief, 1 stepped s9oftly up to dhe entrance of the be,-miserable, as the suocessfui rival of iny
arbor, and there a strange sighit met my gaze: own dear brother.
It w'as the forai of a female wrho âat 'with bier * * * *
head bowed npon a, table whichi occupied the Another fortnighit passed a.ray and I liad oh-
centre of the goot. 1By the bat which lay at taincd tic consent of Aliee's papa and miaiînma
her feet, and by the flowing tresses which bung to our marriage, which iras to take place iii two
ov'er the atm oni which hier head rested, I knewv weeks more.
it to be none other titan Alice Grahiam. For a As yet, I liad flot written te William, to in-
few -nomentiq I stood regarding lier in sUlent forni hlm of mi' engagenxt. A dozen timies,
wonder, and then, ivitboîît stopping te consider at least, 1 hiad "essaye'dto do so; but these at-
the inipropriety of the acr, I spoke bier nanie. tcmpts only resulted in the spoiling of as ;uany

At the si'und of my -veoe she started up, and, s9heets cf iwriting paper, and a great deal of
on recegnising mie, said, with a look and tone vexation and mixious thoughit. Somectimnes I
of mingled indignation and reproachi: wrote as if te dcfend iny conduct agrainst the

Is1 it possible, sir, that you have presumed anticipateci dispieasure of iny brother; at others,
to follow melboreî I tbougit that in this place to excuse it by pleading force of Circumstances ;
at least, 1 would be free from intrusion! or, again, to shirk an explanation by making

As she uttered these words sho lifted bier biat light of the wliole matter. But none of the
from the ground, and iras about te sweep past letters pennied in any of these strains, appcared
me into the garden, iwhen 1 caughit lier band te, answer the purpose, anid they werc ivritten
and gent)y detained lier, saying, only te be destroyed as soon as finishced.

"-I beg yeu vwill allow me to explain, Miss At length, sick anîd tirod of these nnsatisfae-
Grahami. 1 did net intend to follow yeii: it tory attempts te paliate îny course cf action in
was wholly by accident that 1 camne upon you this aflir, 1 sat down and irrote a letter c-on-
here." taining a simple and candid statenient of the

As she stoed still and did net withdraw bier facts of the case, trusting to my brother's geod-
hand, I added: heartedness te pardon ail short ceînings. This

Il nd new vrill you net allow me te say a few once sealed up and dispatchied, a Joad secend
words before you go? I shial net detain you te bo takeni off nîy mmid, and I feit enabled te
long." airait patiently-almest chceerfully-an answver

She did net reply but allowed nie te Iead lier froni William.
,a.ck te the bencli from which shie liad just But as, day by day, the tinie went by and
arisen. I seated myseif besido bier and said, stili broughit ne reply te miy letter, I began te

IlYou remember the subjeot cf vhichi 1 spoke feel uneasy, and anxious again. I feared tîtat
to, yeni thin afternoon P?" my brother was tee mucli inconsed, at the in-

"Perfcctly," sie replied;- 1and you nedoubt formation it contained, te write te me in return.
rember the answer 1 gave you on that Stili 1 coînforted inyself witlî the thoughit that

occasion, which yen will of course consider perhaps my letter, or, it nîighît be, the reply,
:final." through somne irregularity ef the mail, was de-

,,I do net ask you te change your iiiind; I tained on Uie vway.
xnerely desire te, make one enquiry. When yeu On the evening previeus to the day on whieb
reftused my brother's effet was it because yen bad was te ho tied tue nuptial knot, ire twvo were
ateady plaoed your affections upon another?" sitting la the front parler busily engaged in the

"Iddse becanse 1 feit I coald net love yeur pre-arranging of certain little hoiisehold mnat-
brother,.-that is, well enough te liecome lus ters, (a deliglitful species of air-castle-building,
wife," Alice returned semewhat evasively. especially appropriate te inexperienced young

"'Onie tbing more I would ask, issig Grahani. levers,) whcn I was called te the ivindoîr by
Hrad 1 made that offer in muy own namie, instead the sotînd cf irbeels upon tho gtavclled ivalk
of my brother's, would yen have received it before tue lieuse.
more favorably?" On leoking eut, 1 saw the Squire sliaking

1< mnight pos8ibly hiave done se," was tic te- lîands wvitl a gentleumani whrli ad just stepped
ply; but her manner and tene of veice, wilîi froni a carniage irliel stood liefore the door.
appeared te tremble as s4lie spoke, told fat mone A second glance slîewed me tlîat, it was Wil-
than lier werds. 1 knew that my suspicions liam, and in a moment moire 1 iras on tlîe piazza
were correct. TVien. yiIling te an irresistable te iieet limi.
impulse, whieh I coulil no miore contrel than As lie extended lus lîand to me 1 Iooked inte
the besting of my own heart. 1 poured eut an his face, expeoting te find ticte, an expression
avoil of my love, in words lis earnest and ini- c f severity, but, niîcli te my surprise, it ivore a
passiened as tiiose wirili I 1l8ad eînpled a; geed. îatured sîîîile instead. Greetings oer, 1
bajf-a-dozen cf heurs befote te describe a simii- inqîiired soîîîeîvlat anxieîîsly if lie liad receivod
Jar feeling on Uic part cf uîy lirotlier. What an iîîy letter.
incompreliensible thing is ilie bua lieart! I did," lie rephied, " and ivas vcry happy to

When 1 escerted Alice back that evening it learni fre'ni it. dîîît yen hiave mande suclu goou
was as nmy promnised bride! anid 1 foît nîyself te use cf your timme since yeur arrivaI lucre."


