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Dastor ano [People.

I ONLY KNOW THAT HFE IN
MINE.

\ ou ask me zoe 1 grave my heart to Chnst.
I do not hanow.
There came a yearzing for 1im in my sou,
So long ato;
i touud earth s tivwerets would fade and dic.
T wept for sumething that could sausly ,
And then —and then -somekom I scemed ty dare
To lift my broken heart to &m in prayer.
I do not know—
I canaut tell you - -how,
I ouly koow
He is my Saviour now !

You ask me « fens T gave my heart to Chnst.
I cannot tell
The day, or just th» hour, Ido not now
Remember well,
It must have veen when 1 was ait aivne,
The light ot Hisf agiving Sl shone
Into my heart, so clouded o'er with sin ;
I think~I think "twas then I let Him in.
I do oot know—
I cannot tell you—when,
I only know
He is so dear since then !

You ask me schere I gave my heart to Christ,
1 cannot say.
That sacred place has faded from my sight
As yesterday :
Pethaps He thought it better I shuuld not
Remember where. How I should love
spot !
I think T could not tear myself away,
For 1 should want for ever there to stay.
I do not know—
I canoot tell you—where ;
1 only kaow
He came and blessed me thete !

that

You ask me ww’iy I gave my heart to Christ.
Icanreply:
It is a wondrous story; listen, while
1 tell you why
My l}e:ut was drawn, at length, to scck Llis
ace,
I was alone, I had no resting place,
I heard of how 1le loved me, with a love
Of depth so great —of height so far above
All human ken.
I longed such love to share,
And sought it then,
Upon my kuces in prayer.

Yon ask me why I thought this loving Chuist
Would heed my prayer.
1 knew He died upun the cross fu. me.
[nailed Him there
1 heard His dying cry. ** Father, forgive ¥
1 saw 15him dniok death’s cup that 1 wight hive,
My head was Luwed upun my breast in shame,
He called me—and 1n penitence I came.
He heard my prayer !
I cansot teil you hew,
Nor when, nor where ;
¥4y 1 have told you nuwn.

DEFICITS IN THE FUNDN.
CUORE.~—1.

——

THE

BY R. A DIX

In discussing the cause of the deficits in
the Funds, I said there was but one way in
which money could be obtained for the
work of the Master, without ipjury to that
work, and that was, by direct appeal to the
conscience of the giver. 1 need not say to
those for whom I write, that this was the
plan which Moses adopted, and that he
adopted it at the command of God, ** Who-
soever is of a willing heart, let him bring wt.”
Nor need I remind them tbat the result was
a speedy overflowing of the ireasury.

We follow too closely the example of our
Lord’s immediate disciples ic oane thiag, to
wit, the literal, or matenal, or carnal, inter-
pretation of Scripture. The passage about
the dead letter and the living spir.i 1s not as
continually present with us as it should be.
We talk aboat the commandments ** with
promise” and forget that there is but cae
commandment in these days, and upon it
all the promises haog. The Jewish Church
sSowed its loyalty to God by strict observ-
ance to the law. That strict ohservance
brought the blessing with it. Ouar loyalty
must be manifested in a differeat way, since
we are not under the law.  * Ye are the salt
of the earth ¥ ; “ye are the light of the
world." He who uttered the words came to
teveal the mind of the Father ; came to set
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before us the example of a perfect life.
\When you have found ia that life one
slightest instance of compromise with evil;
one slightest instance’of flinching from any
consequences which absolute adhereace to
principle might ental], I shall grant your
warrant for adopting maun's devising to for-
ward God’s work—but not till thean.

I am digressing, however. I began the
last paragraph with the inteotion of calling
attention 10 a certain promuse in Malachi
about opening the windows of heaven and
pouring out a blessing. It was conditioned
upon the observance of the law. God's
power to make that promise good to the
Church in these days has not been limited
by changed conditions. The promised
blessing was conditioned, as [ have said,
upon the observance of the law ; but that,
iaterpreted for our times according to the
spint and not the leiter, means that it is
conditioned upon loyalty to God.

To put the matter 1n other words, 1f we
wish to get into the line of this blessing, we
must be carefal to avoid everything that
might bring hurt or discredit to God's
cause ; we must be careful about our means
and methods of doing His work. When,
therefore, we find ourselves calling in the
aid of means which appeal to the seases
rather than to the conscieace—to the eye
and the ear, rather than to the heart—it is
surely time to ask ourselves whither we are
drifting. Men do not generally falh back
upon the lower until they bave lost confid-
ence ip the higher.

I am tempted to illustrate by my own
experience in this matter ; but suffice it for
the present to say that, whetber in congre-
gation or Sabbath school—and only in the
latter, of courst, could a layman speak with
the authority of a leader—I have found a
quick and satisfactory response to a quiet,
persistent bringing of people face to face
with their duty and their privilege. What
is their duty? To give as the Lo.id has
prospered them. What is their privilege ?
To come to the help of the Lord. In
how many congregations is that insisted
upon? I am afraid the much more general
story 1s, that there is a certain amount to be
4 paised.” There must be talk sometimes
about amounts. But the weight of em-
phasis should be put on the duty and the
privitege. Every minister should be inter-
ested in the prosperity of the Funds,
and should endeavor to rouse the interest of
his congregation ; but it is not his first busi-
ness in the premises to get big contributions
for the Funds. His first business is to cul-
tivate the grace of giving in the hearts of
his people; to teach them, out of willing
hearts, to offer unto God acceptable sacri-
fices.

Take that Presbytery of our Church (1
koow not which it may be) which is most
distinguished for the religious activities of
its congregations, and let two or three com-
petent judges go east and west and souh
aod nortb, within the bounds and mark—not
the facts set forth in the Session records—
but the iofluence of the Church upon the
world around it :a the restraining of evil and
the encouragement of good. Thenletitcome
to pass that, throughout the Presbytery, all
the churches shali be temples of the Liviag
God, ceasing to be cither lecture halls or
concert rooms ; all the services i these
churches the worship of God—the preaching
in line with L Cor. ii. 1-5 ; the prayers after
the model of Our Lord's Prayer \which s a
model, and oot hiturgical), and the singing,
whether led by an organ or not, praise, and
not an interlude ; also, let all congregational
activities which have not within them a
spoolaneous principle of life, die and go to
their own place ; and when the new state of
matters has continued for a year or two, let
the spies go out into the land once more,
and if they come not back baving in their
hearts and on their lips some such language
as that in thc opening verses of Psalm
cxxxvi. then—but there is no “if” in the
matter.

SABBATI! OBSERVANCE.

During the past year the interest taken
in the Sabbath question hus been intense.
Many public meetings of various kinds bave
been held in different parts of the Synod to
discuss the important question of how to
keep the Lord's Day holy. The Legislature
has been asked to pass more stringent Sab.
bath laws in order to prevent the seculariza
tiop of the day, so sacred in the eyes of the
Presbyterian Church ; and it has been de-
cided to call in the aid of the Bench to in-
terpret the existing laws, aod if possible so
to enforce them asto stop the street cars
and boats, and thus secure more rest for the
working man,

From the returns of the Presbyteries, it
is clear that the subject has received a fair
share of attention in the preaching, and in
the deliberations of the subordinate courts
of the Church, and it is needless to say that
the press has kept this matter constantly be-
fore the minds of the people of Ontario:
Bsut in spite of all that has been said, written,
ard done, the progress made bas not been
much, ifany. Most of the Presbyteries com®
plain of more or less open and glaring viola-
tions of the laws of God and of man in re-
lation to the Sabbath—violations that would
be impossible were it not that religion is a
much less powerful factorin moulding our
civic life than we could wish, Materialism
in philosopby and in life; worldliness in
society and in the Church ; love of pleasure
so unfriendly to the love and law of God,
have done much to lower the standard of
Sabbath Observance, and to popularize
practices cleatly condemned by the fourth
commandment. Card playing and gambling
in its many forms, boating, boxing, horse-
racing, drinking, wheeling, and bribing at
elections are the chief causes ot Sabbath de-
secration. Over work during the six days of
the week, and too late hours for closing stores
on Satcrday ; games such as football, base-
ball, temnis, bocky, and curling—games
played so late on Saturday as to end in
travelling on Sunday ; the common custom
of leaving home on Saturday eveming so as
to arrive in New York, Chicago, and Mon-
treal on Sabbath, the semi-sacred Sunday
travelling 1o car, boat, and buggy in quest of
pleasure, of health, and of religion in 1ts
grotesque and more exciting forms, so dear
to the hearts of the weak brethzen ; the half
political half ecclesiastical Sunday meetings
veneered with as much Christianity as
makes them respectable in the eyes of the
hoanest, old fashioned oribodoxy-~meetings
opencd and closed with prayer and praise
though the middle is essentially of the
carth earthy ; the advertising of all serts of
subjects for sermons, whicb, if preached as
advertised, would be as remote from the
gospel as the glib talk of the quack doctor
commending his pills ; the everlasting Mon-
day puff, professing to give a true and faith-
ful account of the wonder{ul eloquence of the
past Sunday, but really, a cheap advertis-
ment for the coming Sunday ; the glaring in-
ducements held out to the music-loving
public of rare opportunities granted 1o
Church members to hear the leading oper
atic singers at cheap rates and that without
the sin of going to the theatre are thesecond
ary causes of Sabbath desecration—-causes
deeply rooted ip our sncial, our civil, and
our ecclesiastical life, and leading to the wide
spread demoralization of our families, our
stare, and our Church.

In order to reform the present abuses,
and lift the Church to a higher plane of
moral and spiritual life, the interests of the
individual, of the family, of the Church,
must be called forth, and the Lord's Day
be made, not a mere negation, but a posi-
tive delight. No statc enactments, how-
ever just and stringent, can secure this de-
sired end, apart from the spiritualising of
the masses of our people. While the
natural heart is enmity against God, the

*Report of the Committee of the Synod ¢f Hamilton
and London on Sablath Observance, presented at sts late
meeting in Woodstock by the Rev. Samuel Lyle, D.D,,
and publivhed by sequest.

{Mav 1st, 18g;.

law of the Lord will be trampled on,
spite of legislation, of organization, of pains
and penalties.

Your committee would respectfutiy as
the earnest attention of the ministers ang
members of the Synod tothe great impon.
ance of taking just, true, and scoiprury
grounds, when discussing the Sabbap
questton. To condemn street cars and
steam boats, while pesmutiog livery stabies §
to do business, not to speak of the prvae £
driving to and from Churcb, and {rom house

to house ; to denounce ratlviay companies § .

and boat owners as sinners above alisn. |
ners, and have no word of bitterness, o f
look of disapproval for the company tha §
sells the gospel on the Lord's Day, pockes B
the proceeds when the star preachers are §
paid, acd grows fat on the prayers aad e §

piety of God's people, 1s more hkely to con.  §
vince a thoughtful public of the ignorance, § .

if not the dishonesty of the advocacy, tha §
it is to aid those who truly wish to seethe §
Lord's Day kept as our Lord and Maste §
did. Laying the emphasis on man’s need o

rest after six days of hounesttoil ; of ‘e f§ -

ipspiration to man’s intellectual, socal,
moral, and spiritual nature to be foundp &
the services of the sanctuary as conducted
by Christ and His apostles ; looking lessto
the laws of the land and more to the law; §
of God ; dependinc less on the arm of flesh §

and more on the aids of the spirit ; let o g °

tell our people that the Sabbath was made §

for mav, made to meet his physical, by §

mental, and his spiritual wants. ]
1. Your committee would further request

that the Synod would epjoin on its miaisters § |

under its care the dutyof preaching o @
least once on the subject of the Sabbaw -
during the coming year.

2, That the special attention of the heads [

of families should be drawn to the impon-
ance of seeing that the young are taught to Jf |

keep the Sabbath as God has commanded n
to be kept. Y

WHO WAS DIVES?

® 1t is a puzling matter, remarks (be §

Sunday S.hocl Times, to find no meation i
the Bible of a well-known Bible charauer g

1t make one wonder how such a name camne

to be so geanerally familiar, with no basis of J-

fact beneath it. A reader asks tor informa ,'
tion on such a point. He says: ¥
** Will you please oblige me, and per

haps many more who have been misinform- B
ed in younger days, why the name **Dives” B
is given to the * certain rich man™ in Luke §%
xvi. 19 31?2 His name is not given in th:

Bible. | have been somewhat stirred up ¥
about this name, for so mauny ministers cal &
aim * Dives.” Where do they ger their B
knowledge?” 3

“Dives” is not a proper noun. It is §

simply the Latin word for **rich,” and is -3

the text of the Vulgate, or Latin Bible, it &
appears where the man's name might hase
been. - 3
those who were telling the story waoted to
designate the two persons by persond $E
pnames. I[odeed, 1t has been suggested that §§

the term ‘*Lazaras™ also was

rather as a descriptton than as 2 i
personal  name.  ‘*Lazarus” was 2 &
common abbreviation of “El-ezer, B4

meaning ‘“ God helps.” The parable rep- N

resents two men,—one who felt that ke i

could belp himself, and the other who bad 3
to depeod on God to help him.

two characters, after the manner of Buc

yan’s “ Pilgrim’s Progress,” as, say, Mr B9
Help-Himself, and Mr. Left-to-God-to-Help. #H
As early as Chaucer, the two names appeat 3
over against each otherin English as ¢ Luar B

aud Dives ”; and * Dives” was a familyr §&
character, in the old “mystery " plays.

Anv old Scotch lady who bad no relish for
modern church music was expressiog bes

distike to the siagiog of an aanthem so hes § 3

oqg church one day, when a neighbor §§
said : T
¢« Why, that is a very old aanthem' 2t
David sang that aathem to Saul)”

To this the old lady replied :

“Weel, weell I noo for the first time
understan’ why Saul threw his javelinal
David when the lad sang for him.”

Itis hardly to be wondered at thal 3

inteaded &

: It wouid 8
be quite natural therefore, to personify these &



