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tinge relate ta the essentials ai evingelical religion,
ivili flot their successars af tic saine schoul ai thought
be still more radical in their doubîs and negations ?
The advicc ai a profound theologian and seli.denying
apostle to bis beloved young ca-labourer is not un-
timely, cven in tbis enligbîcned age: Hold fast the
formn ai sourit Nwords, whicb tbou hast heard ai mie,
in failli and love, whkbh is in Christ Jesus.

RUMfOURS 0F WA4R.

FOR years the leading nations ai Europe bave been
staggering under a tond af taxation, keeping up in
limne ai peace gigantic armies, and other expensive
war agencies. The ruhers in these countries believe
immense arinamenîs neccssary ta ensure the con-
tinuance ai pence. One is airaid ta relax the iinna-
tural strain lest the aIliers slîauld catch it at a disadvan.
tage. No effort made ta secure in concert a gene.
rai reduction ai expenditure for warlike purposes
seems ever ta have been seriauqsly entertained. When
sucb a proposai is made it is speedily droppcd as i-i
practicable. At the prescrnt moment Europie is anc
vast military camp. From Russia on the north ta
Constantinople and Grecce on the soutlî, cvery nation,
with the exception of the Scandinavian kingdnms, I-loi.
land and Bclgium, and the Swiss Rcpublic, seems
straining its resaurces ta the utînost ta put itseli in
the bcst figbting attitude. What docs it aIl portcnd?

Tlîe l3ulgarîan crîsis, Russian cncroaclîmcîits on
the Afghan frontier, and thc uneasincss oi Greece
several months ago inclîned many to the belici thai
when spring caime the flaines ai war would burst
forth. Dîplomacy bas beens intenscly occupicd in
ostensibly sceking the maintenance ai pence, but at
the samne lime dcsîrous ai securing betier termis for
those by whoin il is employed, with what results time
alone caîl tell. Rumours arc startcd on Tallcyrand's
principle, that language w~as given for the purpose aI
concealing thoughî ; white otliers with that recklcss
selflshness characîeristic af the gambler, set stadies
aflont for no allier purpose than the disturbance ai
the mioney market, and apening thc way ta profitable
speculation in fiuctuating stocks.

Apart from ail this, the pence ai Europe is at the
prctent moment Most insecure. Il is truc that the
Emperor ai Ocrmany lias unitormly on recent occa-
sion,. given eapression ta bis carnesi desire for pence.
He bas also, tbere is reason ta believe, bec» earncst
in bis endeavours ta restrain tlie impetuasiîy ai the
Czar ; but the tact remains that Russia bas neyer
paused ini the work oi warlike preparatian in which
she bas for months been engaged. Last week was
signalized by the keen debate in the German Reichi.
sîag aver the Army Iiil, whicb involves a stili larger
expenditure on military armamrent than the Germa»
nation bas yet knawn. The Government is eagcrly
anxious for the adoption ai the measure. Tht aged
Von Mottke urgcd it with great earneslness, and
Prince Bismarck, autocratic ta the verge ai truculence,
singulariy out ai barmony witb the modern principles
of constitutional goverfiment, threatened the assembiy
wîtb dissolution, if the mecasure was not adopted. Bath
speakers professed lheir belief tbat war wvas not immi-
nent, but that largtr armies and grealer cquipmcnîs
were absolutely needed for its aversion. Wliere is Ibis
ta end? France understands the position, and in-
creased expenditure on the armies of the republic is
enthîîsiastically voîed, in the spirit the lasî war n'a
entered on, wiîh a liglit beart. This would tl,..
afford a plausible reason for Gernîany making stili
larger preparalions, and sa the game would go on tllia
state ai thîngs as intoicrable as actual war itseif would
be brought about.

Wbethcr ivell founded or nat, it appears that the
B.-*tish Gavernment is taking every precaution against
a surprise. Tht condition ai the army is securing
close attention, the navy is being rapidly brought up
ta the bîgbcst standard of efficiency Possible, and aIl
,.j bc in readiness, let the occasion for its use arise
when it may.

For what reason are these millions ai armed men
to be put in mo*.ic--? Is tgere sufficient cause fi)r
seltir- ail Europe aflame, and letîing loose war's
liorrors upon other millions that have but liltie mte-
irest ini the disputes and ambitions ai kings rd cabi-
nets? is-tbe desire ai the French ta be avenged for*
the disasters culminating in S'edan and the siege oi
Paris, or-German imperial jealousy a£' France, suffi-
cient rcasou for deluging the fair fields ut cither coun-
try with blood? Is European peace ta be depen dent
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an the lîuingry ambition af Russia ta rulc in Constan-
tinople, iiind ta extend lier canquests across ît: A siin
continent ? If tht d-e-sres of the pr.ople of tbesc
nations lind tlîcir way, it is alniost certain that there
would bc no speculaîlons as ta the imminence of a
grent war i the rresent lime.

One thing is clear-the presenit tension and un-
ccrtainty cannot long continiue. In a short lime the
moinenitous question, Peace ror War? will bc decided.
Meanwhile il is sîîrely the desire ai ail who believe in
and seck to do the wvill af the Prince of Pence that He
who averrules ail cvcnts wviIl In His mncrcy avcrt the
awful calam-ity of war. The apprehiensions ai troub-
tous times ought lu add intensity ta the prayers ai al
who long for the caîning af the lime viben wars shall
cease ta the ends af the carii, and when that kingdom
wlîicla is riglîteousness and peace shait be establislied.

"Moolis an' <iIbacia.3fflCs.
UNCOVERING THE iNU.Ntbl 0F RAMESES Il. (To.

ronto - Willîainson & Co.)-This sheet gives engrav-
ings train photographis, and contains bni lctterprcss
accaunits af thîc discovcry ai the miummy ai Rameses,
the oppressor af the jews in tbe lime ai Moses.

THE first number ai the Faithifu? Wii'ness fias been
issued by 'Mr. S. R. l3riggs. It contains niuch useful
and prpfitable reading malter. Ils typagraphy is
excellent, and contributions from erninent Christian
writcrs arc proinised Its raison detre isthe advcacy
ai the pre-muhtcîîarian tbeory of the Second Advent.

THE BRooDELYN* MAGAZINE. (New York. 130 Pearl
Street.)-Rcaders ofithis constantly impraving maga-
zine arc presented in the January number witb a fine
selection of papers on a great variety ai subjccts,
many ai îhemn most cammendably short. The an-
nounicement is made that in April the Blrooklyn witl
appear as an illustrated magazine.

TUE THEOLOGICAL AND HO.'-ILETIC MAGAZINE.
(Toronto: S. R. Briggs.)-ln the Symposium afithis
valuable monthly Dr. T. W. Rhys Davids, the distin-
gîîished Orientalist. bas a paper an "fluddhismn and
ChrTistia.nity,» and Rev. D. Powell discusses Biblical
and Scientiflc Ideas on the end ai tie WVorld. TLe
contributors to the Exposilory Section are Dr. Os.
wald Dykes, Rev. A. F. Muir, M.A., and Dr. J. Mari-
son. The remaining contents are intercsting and
suggestive.

GRiUiAM's LADDIE. By Julia McNair Wright.
(Piîiladelphia : Presbi>terian Board ai Publication;
Toronto : James Bain & Son.)-The sîary is intensely
interesling. It opens in a little obscure iishing barn-
let-Kili Eda. There bas been a wreck and the
brave fishermen go out ta the disni , jed hu]], where
anc ai îlîem finds a baby tied ta the rigging. Aliter a
stries of tbrilting adventures, the waif of tht Zwei
Guelded wreck finds bis haine. The stary, exqui-
sitcly tald, beautiiully illustrates the divine providence
and refflizes the truth af thc appellation given ta the
baby when found-"'The cbihd af the good God."1
The work is flncly illustrated.

THE HoNiiîîZric REviENW. (New Yiork. Futak &
WVagnaIhs ; Toronto: WVilliam Briggs.)-Dr. Leonard
Bacon wriles on "How May the Minisîry Increase
ils Efficiency and Usefulness?" Dr. Howard Crosby
discusses Total Abstinence in the light ai Paul's Law
ai Charity. IlThe Sunday Newspaper " is the subject
ai a paper by Dr. Talbot W. Chambers, white Dr.
A. T. Pierson and others make valuable contributis.
Several ai tht leading divines supply the Sermonic
Section. In addition ivili be found a number ai most
useful practical papiers, and Dr. Stuckcnberg's coin-
prehensive review of the current religiaus thought ai
Continental Europe closes a capital issue of the
Hoiiletic.

RECEIVED :-THE OLD TESTAbIENT STUDENT
(Morgans Park, 111.); VICK'S MAGAZINE (Rochester,
N. Y.:- James Vick); THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC
(New York -.James A. O'Connor) ; THE COSMOÔPOLI.
TAN, in illustrated literai-y magazine (Rochester,
N. Y.:- Schlicht & Field C..) ; CATHOLICITY-TRUE
AND FALsE, a sermon p-,mihed before the National
Congregational Council a, Chicago, October 13, 1886
(New York.: Charles Scribner's Sons ; Toronto:-
William Briggs) ; MI11-D IN NATURE (Chicago: The
Cosmic Publisbing Co.); WORDS ANI) WEAPONS
FOR~ CHRISTIAN WORKERS, edited by Rev. George
F. Pentecost, D.D. (New York. Jas. H. Richards),;
THE RAILWAY SIGNAL (Toronito; W. E. Bur.ford).

TH1E IUSS10NARY JI'0R..

DOOR TO DOOR ZENANA WORK IN TUIE CITY
0F PEKIN.

Oise afithe hast letters, wrîttcn by blrs. WVilliamson,
a devoted missionary, whose dicath wvas recently
chronfiched, contains the iu..iiving:

Pekin 1 Napaleun's memornbîr saying, IIForty
centuries loak dawn upon yau," might tiehl bc me-
peated bere. Nor are these forty ccnturik.s ci decay,
but o! living, active, buoyant energy. No desolate
pyrainids anci sand-buried sphinix bere, but a gloricus
city built wiîlî wals and gateways thiat are the word-
der ai tht world. In ils court tliere reigna as regent
a wnrnan who, for energy, force of cliaracter and
shrewdness, bas few equals and no superior. It bias
bas been welh said tsiat hier Iiigh Roman nase is
matched witb a will ike a lîydrauhic press. And it is
wondcriuh that during lier regency the Cliinese cabi-
net bas miade ic i any nîisîakles. Sle is aManchu;
and ibis visit ta l>ekîn lias raised the Manchu womien
ta a very high paint in my estinmation ai the woman-
kind ai the world. They have frcsh, fair faces, with
a vcry happy expression, abundant black bair and
large teet. Their active movements are in mnarked
conîrast with the Chinese womien around them.

One ai the flrst visirs 1 made in Pekin ivas ta a
hanse whose "Tai Tai," as the first iady is callcd,
iras a Mancini.

At the door ai a very large bouse in aur nc;gbbour-
hood ihere stood ont day five or six large offikial
carts, equah ta a private carrnage in nîher lands. I rallcd,
and was iniorid that tht Tai Tai lîad flot arrived,
but iras on lier way froia a city caled Scoun Tien
Fao. That ci' y and neighbourlîoud are celcbrated for
making beautifil articles ai felt. The secretary came
out, and politely asked me ta cath afier tht return ai
the great lady. In duc lime I nmade tht visit, taking
a calendar with me, and waited tahking ta the Ting
Chien, or Mandarin messenger, in tht galeway.
Presently a fine-lookîng elderly man came, and politely
invited me in. I had a littie parlcy with him. "Was
it periectly convenient for the Tai Tai? " IlOh 1 yes
she is most anxious to set a foreign lady." Il ittl 1
flot be intruding?"» "Certainly not. Corne in. Please
do." Ta<en a messenger in a white bat and rcd
iassels appeared. "The foreign lady is inviied int
the Tai Tai's drawing room.l IlWith pleasure," I re-
plied. My arm iras imniediately taken by a waititîg
woman, irba led me in. Wt passcd through one
court w'bcre there iras a great stir. Gentlcere2s
voîces ivere heard eagerly debatingand rcd-tasselhed
servants irere crossing and recrossing tht court with
officiai papers in their hands.

,A,. tht door ai tht second courtyard stood the Tai
Tai, ane o! the handsaînest iromen I had lever seen
in China ; very tait, sanie five feet seven or eigbt.
Tht long flowing robe ai tht MNanchu ladies gave ber
a regah look, and ber cver movement iras queenly.
Aller aur salutation, she look bath mn> 'nds, and,
with an -tir ai imptriousness, dreir me into tht draw-
ing raom, seated me on a thick crimson cushion
placed on a divan. Then sise seated herself on an-
other cushion on tht divan, there being a smalh

1polished mahagany table betireen us. We talked a
short lime, exchanging the usual social couttsits.
Sh, aen look up tht cahendar, which ivas already un-
ro --d, and exclaimed at tht loveliness ai tht picture,
"lChrist blessing little children.» She said, "lThat is
gond," and ivent an ta criticise.

IlWhat a compassianate face tht Saviour bas!1 Nat
acold look, there. Ht is your Saviaur. Have yen

stee Him? You say Ht laves and pities littl,- chil-
dren, and iromen ahso.»

Again sise said : I rejaice tu hear that -your
Saviour cares for wamtn. Our Lama priests don't
care to help woir-n. Oh I how joyful L. would be to
know, and be asbured that ire would go ta heaven
when ive die." Suie accompanied me ta the archî-
way ai the great gale, wliere we parted. We Who
value aur "lgond hope tbraugb gracel" can ire leave
snch worc.en in ignorance?

TUE F.-et Cburch of Scotland bas goodtdig
fram ils îiission an Lake Nyass. The pepopl a Ai-
goniland are manitestîng a dccided interest in the
m o;k oi the mission, and aire willing that-their chi-
dren shoîîld be taugbt. Tht chiets accord fuil frec-
dam to tht misssionaries.s,


