THE SENATOR.
AN ILLUSTRATED WEEKLY.
Pablished by
The Senator Publishing Company.
523 Sussex St., Ottawa,

$1.50.

3 cents.

Yearly Subseriptions.

Single Copices,
To be ha

at ity book=stores.

Advertising rates on application.

OURSELVES.

In these davs of promiscuous journalism
it is well nigh mmpossible  to discover o
ficld not already covered by existing papers
We venture to think that, as far as Ottawa
is concerned. The Senator will tnd for it
self a sphere of usefulness which at will be
our endeavor to widen and develope, and
this without encroaching matendly on the
ground S0 ably covered by vur aty dailies.
At least such i our purpose.  We would
direct the attention of our subseribers and
readers generally to the advanie in appear-
ance made in this the second number of The
Senator.  We shall ¢mtinue to  improve
atong the lines Inid down, until we have
reached that perfection in stele of work and
literary matter ¢alcutated to please the
readers we have in view,

We haveevery reason to be satistied with
the reception ascorded the tirst issue of The
Senator, the sales of which ureatlyv exceeded
our awn expectations at the start. Sube
scriptions have come in during the first
week at a lively rate. thus encournzing the
publishers to greater offorts. We recogmze
the fact that to stand still is to go back and
we have no intention of duing that, even
wihen we have reached what we now would
probably consider perfecton.  The tebutes
of appreciation we have ceceved encoursgte
us in the hope of placing betore the pesple
of Ottawa an fllustrated weekly of superior
merit and one  wihich  will - permanently
establish itsell in  popular  faver. The
Senator may be had at the book-stores and
news standsin the ity
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GOOD MEN WANTED.

WANTED~in the city of Ottawa. at
the dawn of the Twentieth century. twenty -
four honest men and one worr honest fore-
man to take charge of the establishment
devoted to the manaygement of the affars of
the aforesaid city.  Duties not onerous. It
raquiring backbone, alulity and the strictest
ntegrity.  Steady  employment guaranteed
for a year at least.  Wages to be discussed
later onin the columng of the ity press.
Notie but reliable, competent and  public-
spirited citizens need apply.  The toreman
must be a man of spotless character. having
the confidence of s tellow-atizens together
with the magnetie power of holding s
men to the lines of public duty. To a
man who has studied and practised
sugcessiuily economy and who would have
the same salutary regand for the public
purse as he has for his own pocket. a
liheral salary will be paid, to be supple-
mented by the esteem and gratitude of his
fellow=-¢itizens in proportion  to the worth
of his sarvices. Citizens of Ottawa as-
piring to represent this city in the Local
Legislature or in the House of Conuuons,
citizens desirous of a seat i the Cabinet
or in the Senate. would do well to consider
the advantages to be denived from o year
or two’s hardwork n the vital interests of
their city. Here is the c¢hance of alife

time for some able business man to make
his mark by rescuing  the finances of the
city from the desperate condition into which
they have been allowed to drift and to aid
Sir Wilred Laurier in his praise-worthy
design of making Ottawa the Washington

of the North.
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THE COMING CIVIC ELECTIONS.

It may be true, as frequently stateld,
that Canada is a much governed country ¢
it is cortainly true that the system, as it
now stands. embracing Federal, Provingial
and  Municipal government, is admirably
adapted to the conditions and needs of the
people.  Few people would care to see any
serous change made in the Constitution.
though there are many who. from time to
titme, think that there ¢ould be  better
administration of affairs  under  existing
forms.  There is, probably, more need for
reforsn i civic administration than in any
ather department  of  povernment, on
accounit of the constant demands due to the
rowth of urban territory  and  population,
If we may trust  public  opinion  as
reflested in the columns of the press, there
15 hardly a city in the Dominion. whose
affars are managed to the satisfaction of
the ujority of s ¢itizens  Corruption.
pbbery, ** rmyg’’ rule, the reckless sgquan-
Jdering of the public funds. * botched*”
work. Incompeteney and  the  constant

charges most frequently to be met  with.
Not very long ago Goldwin Smith  was
reported to have described Toronto as a city
governed by a village council.  The force
of the remark though  plain might  possibly
not be very complimentary tomany a village
counal.  Judging by opinions  freely ex-
pressed. from the nature of the criticisms
appearing in our daily papers and  ¢lection
manifestees. Ottawa 1s in much the same
position as Toronty. 1t isfrequently argued
as a cause of this unsatisfactory state of
things. that the right men Jdo not seek
clection, and that the elestors themselves
cling to those who, though apparently not
lacking in experience, fail to fultil the
expestations  formed of them, so that it
appears to be more difficult to obtain effi-
cenicy and economy in the ¢onduct of the
business affairs of a city than infthose of a

provinze or, indeed. of the Dwminion.
It is, of course, generally  speaking,
casier to pull down than to build up.

ta criticise adversely than favorably, to
point out defects thanto suggest remadies.
The beginning of every civic year is marked
by bright anticipations of service to be
rendered by the newly-clected aldermen.

but at the end therivt, there is the same old
wesnsome watling of disappomtment at the
mcompetency  displayed, at the mstakes
made. at the deliberate or neglectful dis-
honesty in the administration of the affars
of the city. Is there a remedy for this
unsatisfactory state ot things, and {f there
i, how is it to be obtained? The remedy
lies in the publi¢ spirit that should prevail
amongg the ¢itizens and in the c¢hoice of
competent and trust-worthy men by the rate-
payers. To have a city council unable to
manage the affairs of the ¢ity in a ¢reditable
and successful manner s an acknowledg-
ment that the city is cither lacking in
husiness men of ordinary  ability, or that
capable men are so wanting in public spirit
that they will not seck clection. The time
tu secure a capable council for next year is
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now and not after the eclections, The
necessity of such a conncilt has been made
plain to the people time and again and it
rests with the rate-payers to bring out and
elect men who will have the interests of the
city at heart,—men competent, independent
and honest.

necessity  for excessive taxation are llwl
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THE STEPS THAT COST.
¢ 1t is almost apity that a compromise was
effected between the city and the propristress
pof the house  with the wonderful steps,
i Had the ¢ase gone to court on ats merits, in
jall probabality 1t would have nvalled the
Cfamous swit of Bullum versus Boatum.'*
T we may be permitted to outline the facts
Sthe bull stepped into a boat tisd to shore by
ahay band and the expected happened.
The bull ate away the hay band with the
| result that the boat with its bovine treght
jdnltcd down stream and was tost, that s,
Fthe bull, or the boat. or both, it hardly
jmatters which now. The great diliculty
was to determine whether the bufl ran
faway with  the boat or the boat  with
the bull. The case of **Steps  versus
Street.”” which has occupied so ek space
rof late in the Ottawa papers and so mch
‘ attentionon the part of the people, presented
Fan exasperating difticulty in the shape of an
Funcertinty as to which was the ageressor,
cthe street or the steps With all due re-
sxpect to the city coune we are inclined to
think that the legar view taken by City
1Solicitor McVeity sk ald have been acted
upon, clse what is ti. use of havimea City
Soliator, or why was he appealed to
jat allz  The first thing to hive done was
Jwhat Solicitor McVeity sueested. to find
rottt whether the stepsactually rested on the
strect. where they had clearly no right to
Cbe, or whetheras one. perhiaps an extremist,
avers, the street ran through  the house,
where it as clearly had no right to run,
Had this been done. even if, for justice” or
prudence’ sake, a compromise entailing the
expenditure of public money to the extent of
S400 had been effected. the  people  of
Ottawa would have had the satisfaction of
knowing at least the right and the wrong
of the case. A it i the steps taken to
have **the steps®” taken away seemto have
heen grounded on the weak but costly policy
of peace and safety at any price. The
Board of Warks for 1900 will be able to boast
that it has settled one great and burning
question at any rate, and done  so for the
paltry sum of ™00,
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THE SPIRIT OF SPORT.

More space in the average city news-
paper s deveted to athletcs and sport
generally than to any other department of
journalism.  The love of sport 1s myrained
i the British and American character. so
much so that nothing short of 2 sharp and
sanguinary war struggle can supereede it
in the columns o the press as well as in
the minds of the majority of men, It is
doubitful if a French invasion of England on
Derby Day would detract much from the
attendance at Epsom.  There are two sides
to sport, two clements to be considered.
There arethe performers and the spectators,
two correlated influences; for if there were
1o performance there would be no specta-
tors. and if no spectators, but an indiffer-
ent performance.  The performers may also
be divided into two classes. There are

those who practise athletics for the worthy
purpose of developing their own physical
powers, tor the pleasurable excitement there
is in it, or for the fame attending success,

but who look for no pecuniary reward. In
such we recognize the Amateur, On the
other hand, there are those who, on

accanint of exceptional skill and success in
competition, clect ta convert sport  into a
Ltbor and a consequent means of  gaining
alivelihood,  These are the professionals
who, although generally  admitted to be
most proticient, nevertheless lose caste in
the estimation of the votaries of amateur
sport, wlich is apt to be looked upon as
being tree from the sharper practices  of
professionahism.  Whilst it is tmpossible to
over-estumate the physical benetits derived
from moderate and syvstematized  athtetics.
the evils of over-training and over exertion
should not be lost sight of, especially in the
CAse of youth of an age when the giowing
body calls for the  greatest  amount of
nutrition and the conservation of cnergy.
As tar as the spestatorsare ¢oncerned, they
are actuated by motives i whch physical
exercise has no part. Sport yencrally im-
plies contest of some kind and the pugnaci-

ous  element Iving dormint in o oman s
aroused and pucwurably appended to. Then

there are too the natural love of excitement.,
the contagimts  spirit of an ammated or
enthusistic crowd  the pleaswe of indivi-
dual, partisan or patrotic sympathy, and
one other fascinating influence, regarded
wenerally as the greatest evil attaching to
sport. namely. betting.  The English and
American peaple are perhaps more given to
sport of which  wagenng 13 o prominent
feature than are Canadians, who though
just as ardent in tite ficld as either, strive to
adapt themselves to the spirit of publi¢
opiion and go into it forwhat can be gotten
out ofit inawholesome way, rather than for
what there isin it from a pesuniary stand-
paint.
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President Robertson of the Ontario Hoc-
Key Associntion cuts the line severely be-
tween the Amateur and pratessional  sport
as follows @

** Qur creed is to encourage the amateur
and disconurage the professional sport. The
former has the fiest  place in our list of
fricnds.  He has not only our pood-will,
but our endorsement in all the forms within
our power to give.  He s as welcome to us
as the weather on & zero morning.  The
Iatter is our cnemy. He prates and
preaches. but he never practises.  Anlopen
foe one may watch, but the pretended
fricnd, the spunous amateur. the man who
skates under false colors, the  professional
who tracks in a qisgwise of hair dye and
talse whiskers. 1s  the wirse of all true
sport in thns Dominton.*’

The Toronto Globe protests against the
indeceney  of some of the plays that are
presented at the Grand Opera Housein that
city. ' Last Season.”” says the Globe :
** several protests were made in this jour-
nal against placingon our stage productions
of the nature referred to, bat the Syndicate
that controls the bookings at the Grand
seems inclingd to defy public opinion in this
matter.”

Subscribe for THE SENATOR.



