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Dowinion and Provincial Affairs.
AFFAIRS OF THE DAY.

The whole Deminlon “1as been worked
up into a condition of military enthu-
stasm by the povernment's decislon to
send 2 Canadan  contingent to  the
B Transvaal 1. nght under the English
flag agalnst the Boers. The contingent
will be compured of clght compantes of
125 men ea«h or 1000 men in all, and
witl be under the command of Col Otter
% of Toronto, who played a prominent
i# part In the patting down of the north-

Y west  rebelinn  some Jears  ago.
k The, cnrollment df the men to
B form part «f the contingent s

now proceeding fn the chief clties
of the Dominian, from Hallfax
to Victoria, and by the time this fssue
of F & H app-ars, the contingent will
Lhnvc left on haard the Allan line Sar-

dinlan from Qucelec for Cape Town. The
voyage to the cape 18 expected to take
s bout a4 month and. the c‘m“d"’ﬁ“ ex-

N

igervice.

the advianbiiity of sending u % Ydiah

contingent to the ¢ape, and & Y Vues-
tion promises to become- —Y-
nately of politlcal controvirsy. A ‘sec-

tion of the popuiation led by Mr Tarte,
minister of public works, contends that
no such policy s::0.ald have been adopt-
ed before the sanctlon of parlfament
was obtained. and Mr Bourassa, a'lead-
ing French-Canadian member ot par-
Hament, has resigned his seat fn par-
llament a8 o protest agalnkt the ‘gov-
ernment’s course. But the  general
feeting of the country warmly coms
mends the actlon that has been taken—
in fact, there are those who think' that
cnough has not been done and that the
government should bear the wholé cost
of tae cantingent instead of straply the
cost of equipment and transportation of
the mnen. The scnding of the contngent
10 the Transvaal IS a memorable cvent;
as it I8 thefirst occaslon on which 2 dis-
tinctly Canadian troop has been sent to
take part in the forelgn wars -of .ghe
mother country. It is r distinet step
in the directlon of imperial federation.

The Canadian premier, Sic Wiitrid
Laurier, wag given an enthusiastic re-
eption In Chicago during his recent
hisit to take part In the ceremony of
tie laving of the corner stonc of the
bew gavernment bullding, The Cana-
fian premiber {n his specches made o
trong plea for closer . atlons  be-
ween anada anid the states, and
drywhere B3 presence pvoked  the
eatex: enthusiaam, * Sir (Viifrld with
ig - distivrulahed presensa and grace-
1 oratesy i at his Test on such oc-
sl‘om.

ZaAn even! of considerabledImportance
political circles 1s thé change ln
c premiership “of the provinec of
atario,  Mr Hardy, who has been
cmier sintoe the retirement of T
iver Mowat hag dbeen wrucceeded by
r G. W, Rosxk, ‘for many ycars the
nable minlner of publie Instruction.
> Rosy hizs formed a.new goyernment
A’ anpounces that he wilt Inaugurate
rrogresstve poliey looking 1o the pro.
¢'s devolapment. It 1s' upderstood
t Alr Haddy will je elevated to the
ch at an early date,

s

o poMleal partler are .getive-

pect to arrive a time to see \wctiye
4
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government, and Sir Charles Tuppner,
the Jeader Qf the conservative party,
have been lately addressing publle
meetings in Ont and they will continue
thelr political tours untll the close of
the ycar, visiting the different parts
of the Dominton.

Mgr Ialconco., the Pope's delegate.
has arrived {n Canada and has heen
glven an enthuslastic receptlon by the
Roman Catholic portion of the popula-
tion. 1Ie has taken up his residence
at Ottawa, which will be his headquar-
ters during his stay In Canada. There
fs some uncertalnty as to the real ob-
ject of his mission to Canada, but Mgr
Falconco himself states that his posl-
tion will be similar to that of the
apostolic -delegate at Washington, It

A LEADER AMONG CANADIANS.

HONORADLYE ZXPERIENCE OF ONE OF OXN-
TANIO'S FARMER YEOMEN,

Z~——2HOROUGHLTY loyal to the
B @ -' Britlsh pecople and govern-
ment {n-every way, Jabel
Robinson of West Elgin Co
13 one ot the brightest and
most substantial farmers
of Ontarlo. Born at Lins-
lade, Buckinghamshire, in
1531, he was apprenticed to
a carpenterand Joiner near
hone, learned the trade and {n ‘32
moved to Kingston, Surrey. He married
a daughter of tho late Joseph “Barnwell

of Waburn Beds.
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" This Comfortable Ontario Farm Home

is typical of thosc of the province. Th'ec ample barn and stack, alsoshown, are

Is a curlous fact that while JMzr Fal-
cenco. who s an Itallan, speaks excel-
lent English, he speaks very {ndiffer-
ent French, whith is the l:msuuse,qt‘
the vast majority of the Catholic. peo-
Dle of Canada.

‘It is-now cxpected that the Dominion
pidrllamént will be calied to meet carly
In Jan angd that -the general clection
will*follow xoon ‘atter. This I in Une
itk what hag alrecady been foreshad-
owcd in ‘Farm and Home.

Lady Aberdeen. who s . kindly re-
membered, ps the wife of onté of ‘the
most .nopular governors-general of
Canada, !5 'on a XIsit to the Domlin-
Jor: In whose wolfare she takes great
interest. .

YLeading =aglish buyers have told
me-that.if xve can. maintaln the excele
Jent standard.now reached In our but-

prepa-ing for the fras. * Both
Wilt 4 Laurfer, the leader of the

ter making thero Is an-unlimited mar-
ket for 1t over there~{Sidney Fisher.
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the complement of nearly every home, ind both are presided over by sturdy
sons of toil. of which Jabel Robingon, shown abové, may well be taken as an
cxample. This beautiful cottage home Is.in the middie of & 500 o farm.

¢ Having a natural taste for agricul-
ture and.x strong desire to own a2 home
for his family, he left England.ln 1836
with the view of taklng up land In one
of tho wesfern .states, With hiz wife
and one child he-laaded .in New York,
but owlng to thc unpleasant feellng
that scemed to -exist at that Ume
agalast .tho British. he decided to seek
a.homo-in Canada. Settling In e vil-
lage of .St Thoinas, nince mlies from
Lake Erle. which han since become a
prosperous clty, he e¢ngaged in house
bullding and the lumber busincess.
Havliog.a family of seven chlldren, he
purchased-200 a of land in the adjoln-
{ng town of Southwold and moved thero
{n *%1. The farm, fences.-and bulldings
were in.a very dad state, but the Larm
I8 now pretey thaoroughly underdratned
and considercd one of the best in the
county. The handsome resldenco and
large Dban: barg, of which lec-

tures are shown herewith, are typ-
fcal of *the homesy of Ont The
housés aro nearly sll of © Kaxd

pressed, whitish brick, cottage style,
cozy and comfortable. Brother Robin-
sbn's house §s perhaps better than the
general average. Of recent years, barn
buildings have been raised and new
ones buitt on a thick stone wall, 8o the
cellars are.jarge, warm and comforta-
ble as stables. Ontarlo's barns are nec-
essarily large, as the sofl Is very pros
ductive and enormous crops of grain,
hay, peas and oats anG root crops are
generally rofsed. The barn {llustrated
above stands 100 yds in rear of Brother
Robinson’s house and is a new barn
and first-class in cvery particular. The
old barn is nearly as large, and besides
several smaller barns and gheds are
necessary to hold the produce from Mr
Roblnson's fertile acres.

Brother Robinson is a falthtul, per-
severing member of the grange, and his
home grange. Apple Grove No 166, is
ane of the 1000 or more granges organ-
jzed In Canada that have never become
dormant, From the first .as.a Patron
Brother Robinson has been active and
influential. He was master of-the Do-
minlon grange during 1883-4 and wag
again clected master last Feb. He hes.
attended five sessionr of. the national
srange as.delegate- £~om, the *Dominion
grange. While decidedly British, ‘he has
warm. sympathies with the people. of
the U S. He has tiwo sons sctiled in lu-
crative businesses in the states, one
having. founded thc Robinson. ‘veterl-
nary college.and hospital at Washing~
ton, D-C. Brother Roblgon spends his
entire time on the farm and his 40 o
are in a algh state-of-cultivation. He
also has a good number of high-grade
cattle, horses, sheep, swine and poul-,
try. Two charming daughters are¢ mar-
ried to twa of the best of -Canzda’s
sons, and thelr cozy farms and homes,
near to thelr father, are models inmany
ways. I’ & H hopes at a not far dis-
tant day to print the plans of the dbarn
of onc son-in.-law, John Futcher, which
is a model {n more “ways than one.

The speeches of Dominlon Commls-
ploner Robartson and Deputy Minlster
James of Ont were two of the best-re-
celved at the great farmers™ national
congress, Boston, Mass, last month. Tho
farmers of the states arc cqually as
anxlous as their Canadian brethren for
the teaching of the clementary sclence
of agrl In the public schools. Afany
delegates present had read the minis-
ter's new {ext-book on the sudject and
therefore grected him most cordially.
The remarks of Prof Robertrion carrlied
the congress by storm, he belng given
a vote of thanks and clected an honer-
ary member, Speaking for “the Do-
minion of agricultare, he brought ex-
pressions of good will from his govern-
ment and the Canadian farmers.  Our
popular minister gave a clear-cut state-
ment of what government conalsts of,
how It should help all the people, and
hotw {n Canada in particular it helped
tarmdrs, There appeared to be & gen-
eral fecling among the Qelerates that
In =ome respects our Canadian govs
ernment Is doing more for agriculturo
than {s the government !n the atates
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The average of.analysex of Canadlan
solls dy Prof Shuft of tho Dominlon
experiment farm show the following
analyres:  Nitrogern 25 of 1 per
cent, phosphoric .acld 8. -potssh .59
and Uime .66 This.means that.an acra
of 80l 1 £t deep -would contaln nitro-

- 7e(0 18, phosphoric acld 540, pot-
ash 11,700 and lime 19, JWers theso:
all avallable to planta. there, would be
cnough nitrogen for 1W average crops
of cereals, phosphoric acld for %50 8ad
potaeh.for 150, .
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