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1X, Np>. 4.
Stainyi Tilk for Mµrch colialuns the1

interesting iiiioruat ion that it has
puicliased The International ilhiilate -
iost. 'lh. iLiSue, is as usual, intoret.-
ing, thougl il wquld have been imii-
proved by :omething botter tlan t he
"Williamsi & Co. swindlle," which hans
been tloroigily. exploited. Amy L.
Swift contributes a breezy budget of
ntews under the heading of "A lunch
of Philatelir I:oms," dealing witli Tas-
mania and Ctnadi.an po3tal- inatters
principally.

e • w e e
'ite March mixutber of Stamîîps, (New

York), is an iiteresliig one fron fruon-
tispiece to imprint; every page being
full of goil reading matter or read-
ablle ads "oelie, illustrated with
a page of capital cuts, deals wtiLi the

.Gurchargel samps of Porto Rico, l'or-
tugal and Colonies, Cuba, IIayti, [fru-
guay, 3ritisi South Africa, the U. S.,
new colora, the Canadian envelopes,
and others, i.i full of valuable inforn-
ation. An interesting article is given
on "Mittor Varieties," attaclhed
stampre, fully illustrated. A catalogue
of lately ied stamps. with prices,
color, an.I color of surcharge (when
any), is al» given and is quite valu-
.able. A lengthy leader on the news-
paper stamps of the United States, is
quite readable.

* e. e e a
'The Stanpnan for April appears in

a 'new color full of interesting matter
to purchasers, as it consists, as usual,
of alnost entirely the list of prices at.
which the publisher holds bis stamps.
Brother Osgood's characteristic, how-
ever, is brought out in "Mr. Dooley
oit the Periodicals."

* * * a *

The March number of the Inter-
national Philatelist opens with an ar-
ticl. on "Newspaper and Periodicail
Staiipts," by Foster A. Lilly. A
lengtlhy list of new issues, illustrated,
forms the remainder of the reading
mat ter.

Britsh Stamps Used in the Spanish
West. Indies.

Previous to 1877 lthe native post of-
fices of the Spanish Vest Indies car-
ried only internil correspondence; for-
eign nmait matter was forwarded cither
by the steamtîsihip' companies, or else
througlh the consulates. Branches of
lie Britilh poit, offices wero estab-

lisled in 1865. The saime conditions
.nd regulations upplied to the convey-
ance of letters from these branches as
to those postecd from home offices. Asordinary British stamps wore used, the
potmarks arc the only means of de-
termining where they were used.

At Havana stampis were first put on
sale. The letter rate was Il per 1-2
oz., and the stamps used wits the 1)
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green, wuik. ieraldie embleins, which
only catalogues 15 cents (when post-
ed in Great llritain). For book post
post was i 1 per oz., but the only known
stniamp of smiialler denomintation than
ttu shilling is the 4dt of 1862. This
staitp in its ordinary use is anuother
coiion value, but in 1867 three other
denominat ions, and another shilling is-
sue, wiii callogues soumewiat higier
are known to lhave been put on sale.
'Tliey vere tle 10d< red brown, tlie Il
green, ani.1 lie 2/ biue, wik. spray of
roe, and the 5/ wik. Maltese cross.

h'lie best of t ihese, singly, is only wortii
75 cents, hui an entire envelope with
this sIaipu and the lavanta postlark,
tihougli iany dotiht less were used dur-
ing tle next ten years, would lie prized
att many timiitmi Liiis price.

Simuultaneously witi the opening of
the BritIsh post office branch in Hav-
ana, stamlxs were put on sale at the
consulate in the capital of Porto Rico.
Lower denominations than the above
mentioned, it is known, were sold at
this and otlier places, though the rates
were: the samie as those in Ilavana. At
that tine the place was tnot. commonly
called Sat .luan, and Porto Rico is the
naimle founid o the postmarks.

Santiago was thirty years ago an-
other important harbor for British
sailors. It is therefore probable that
iany let ters bearing British stamps

left what was then the post office of
St. Jago de Cuba. The stamps discov-
ered to have been used at this port
are of a cotumon variety; but there
are othiers tian philatelists who would
be glad to posseffl a set wi::h the mark
of the Santiago post office.

Eigit years after this system had
been establishîed in these Spanish col-
onie.s, ut four other places in Porto
Rico were branches opened. These
were the ports of Ponce, Aguadilla, Ar-
royo and Mayaguez. The stamps used
were 6f the variety sold at the home
offices from 1873 to 1877.

li the latter year the Spanish West
Indies joined the Postal Union, the
samne year that Porto Rico, which had
hitherto used surcharged Cuban
stamps, issued adhesives of ber own.

As to stamped envelopes ai Great
Britain, there is no record of any ever
being sold at these ports, but it is pos-
sible that sotme were used.

The above seven br.tnches vere the
only ones known to hâve been estab-
lished by the post office department
of tite United Kingdon. Ilence let ters
frot the interior, or other outside
places, which went through the Brit-
ism offices were franked with a native
stamp, as well as with the postage for
forcign correspondence.

Rouumania will issue a commemor-
ative stamp (says the Philatelic Month-
ly) upon the occasion of the dedicetion
of its new postal building in Bucharest.
This stamp will be three times the
ordinary size; its design will bo of
the Byzantine style, the centre repre-
senting the faca'de of the new building
flanked by Byzantine colums. Above
will be a medallion portrait of King
Carlo, at cithier sl-le of il' thr emIlems
of the Postal and 'Telegraptli services.
The die Was cut by the Roulpapia4 en-
graver, 'Papeneq at Paris.

CANADIAN STAMPS BOUGHT.
I wIll pay for1, 2 anit t cent .Jubilco issort.ed. l0cts. per 100.1,2 and 3 et. Maplo Leaf, asstd, 20c per 11M).

5 and S et, " $2 per 100. Oe, lu cai
1. 2 attd :3 et. numteral, 15 ets. per 100.2 et, 1tupttal,15 et. lier 100,
5. .i and 8 et. tiuuîn.eral. 75 cls per 100.

'l h iboveu prices paid for gooul coplies <if t lie
above stapiiiin excliange for good foreignt
selectd fron îily file approval eets ait 40 p.c.
A. F. Wicks, 419 South St., London, Can.

WE BUY
STAMarS

What can yo offer us?

STANDARD STAMP CO.
INCORMoRATED.

4 NcuOLsoN PL.acE. ST. LOUIS. MO.

EXCHANGE!
We want B. N. A. and Canada

in quantity in exchange for fo-
reign fron our sleets. Also
Canadian Revenues for foreign
revenues.

We want especially 5, 6, 8 and
10e inaple leai and nuneral is-
sues, postage and Jubilees.

E. J. KIRBY & CO.,
MARSHA LL. MICH

To Publisheis.
All publishers running ex.

change ads please discontin-
ue until further notice.

GEO. BRADLEY,
Pablisher.

100 VAR.OF STAMPS,
Newtoundland, Britilsi Cqlonies. Canada
Imperialstanp. etc. 250. POSr.FEE.

JOHN H. LOWE,
109 ilUitoN ST., - TORONTO, ONT.

BARGAINS.
CANADA.

Maple len, issue complete new......40n
Nuineral, issue complete new...... ...35c
2c purple envelopes, entire... ... ...60o
New Zealand, 1898, .issue 1-2, 1,

and 2d, used... ... ... ... ... ... ...05o
Packet 1, 25 va. fine stamps... ... ...05c
Packet 2, 25 va. superior stanps...10c
Packet 3, 30 va. superior stamps...10c
Packet 4, 20 va. superior stamps,

cata. over 50c... ... ... ... ... ... ... 15e
Stamp Reporter and Stamrip Trib-

une, 1 year and packet 3 for
only... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 70o

Orders under 50c. 2c. ext ra for post,
age. Address ail prders

J1 ck DlA LTONi
i , p . at

150 Cooper St., Qttwa, Csp,


