TORONTO, DECEMBER 21, 1895.

"
ITTALIAN HERD-BOY PLAYING CHRISTMAS
CAROLS.

The Nativity.
BY TROMAS BUCMANAN READ.

Tas air was atill o’er Bethlehem's plain,
Asil the groa.t night held its breath,
Whea Lifo Kternal cams to reiga
Over a world of death.

All nature felt a thrill divine
¥When burst that metcor on the night,
Which, pointing to thoe Saviour's shrine,
Troclaimed the nowborn Light.

Light to the sb:ﬂherds! and tho atar
Gilded their silent midoight fold ;
. Light to tho wise men from afar
garing their gifts of gold.

Light to & realm of sin and grief ;
ight to a world in all its nesda 5
The light ot life, a new belicf
creeds.

Rining o'cr fallon

ht op & tangled path of thoms,
ugfho‘ !eadinggto Lp:mrtyr‘a throne ;
A light doguidoe till Christ retarns
In glory to his own.

Thare still it shiney, while far abroad,
Tha Christmas choirs eing now, as then,

s Glory, glory unto our God ¢

. Poage aud good will to meni”

WINTER SPORTS.
BY UNCLB MINOR.

Bovs and girls who live in warm conn-
friss, where they seldom if evar seo snow
deéop enough to rake up a snowball or go
coasting, cannnt approeciato this pictare.

1n tho contro of this pucture wo soe the
father and uncle joimng mith the childrun
in the old play of “"bltnd mansbuffi * It
gy bo too cold outside, so they aro ou
Joying themselves in tho house.  Yoa see
the boys playing snuwball They are
-timided 10to companies. and are having e
doal battlo. ‘This s exaung sport.  1f
tho snouw 13 very dry, it s dithealt to mako
hard balls , butf it 18 a Lizle wet oz damp,
harg balls can be made , and T have known
ol a fow 1mstances whero boys havo beon
very badly hurt by thruwming them very
bard. My brothors, aisters. and mysalf

_useto have a big time rolling and tum-
bling each other in the snow.

b wo would havo ceds e loog s

pull them up steop hills and ride down. I do notlike

-this a¥ort. for it is too much work to get the xlod to the

top of tho hill ; besides, it is rather dangerous nding .
dashing down a steep hill, with no brakes, vier the frozen
ico and snow, {(ou aro hiable to be thrown against troes,
stumps, or rocks.

Another tine spurt fur young people in very cold coun
tries in that of skating. This s not attendad with much
danger if the ico 18 sufficiently stnng and thick, but I
have gotten many a hard fall by trying to keop up with
the boys and girls. But thoss who live in cold countries,
where thuy have ice and snuw, muat n.t think they have
all the fun &1 have any advantage of yuung peojle who
lise in warmer cuuatries. It makes but little difference
where we live—the joyous, happy nature of a young life
will find its outburst of fun and pleasure sometimes.
And this is one of the tlings that most old people do
not understand. I alwags say to the old people, Lot the
children slone ; let thom laugh, halloo, romp, and have
fun as much as they please, Now is their time. Justso
the{ are not rude, impolite, wicked, or cruel, it is all
right.

ut there aro certain rules that young people should be
governed by in all their games, no matter where they are,
or what they are playing. Neover take advantage of your
playmates. Always be truthfol and honest. In short,
act the part of a Christian in all your deportment. Re-
mcmber the Golden Rule, and you will be sure to enjoy
life, and grow up to be good and useful Christian men
and women.

Hark! the Herald Angels Sing.

Haur ! the berald angels sing,
* Glory to the new-bora King :
Peaco on esrth, and mercy mﬂd :
God and sinners reconciled.”
Joyful, all ye natioss, rise,

Join tho trivmph ol ths akiea;
With angelic hosts proclaim,

¢ Christ is born in Bethlehein {7
Hark ! the hers2d angels aing,
M Glory to the now-born King.”

MOTHER NOT TO BLAME.

Prosasry thereare nono of ourresders,
azx, at any rate, very fow, who would wil.”
fuly lay tho blame for theis own misdeeds
on tho shoulders of others. Thore sro
msany who are doing it unconsciously,
howeror. You ask in what way? Leb this |
story answer.

Tom had besn an idlo, careless, mis-
chievous boy in school. He did not mzan
to bo a bad boy, but he.wanted to do sbout
as he liked, without esoming to,caré
how much ho troubled others by it. Ha
had a sestmato who was quito unlike him,
in that he wes caroful to try to ploase his
teachors. .

Ono dz3 Tom heard his teachers talking
about some of their pupils, he heard his
own name mentionod, and then that of his
secatmate. . ”

“Jamio must have a lovely wother, T
think,” said one. **for ho is always so,
polite and agroeablo, and tries very hard’
to pleare all who are around bim."” Ks

**1 have heard that Tom Duan'smothes
is a good woman,” said another, *‘but. I
don't seo how it s that sho has oushgn
uopleasant boy 1 think bokas a generous
natore, and when he likos can show fing,
mannera 1t v my opinion that his mothars
tries to teach am just what is right.?rit
bo o) ant Lsten to her teaching Yoo
know there s mady » bry that :ﬁl'gb' on-
to destruction in spito of b mother

Tow bad heard enctgh to mske kits’
mereble far the reat of the day . abd he
l.ad not put consaenco away «o tar but thss
be could bear s whi ** You've beett &
mean boy. and m?fma it cl) te'your:
mother * T

Now be did really love his mothar, and
covld not bear the thougdt that he: il
brught discredit upon her  Afkar‘schinl
that mght he hingored antil the otheantiad -
gasnaout, and, going up to his tescher,

nidlimgy. sad so i ho hardly klew
Sawstomy s AR
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