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PLEASBANT HOURS,

THE FIVE LOAVES,
M) XZHAT if the little Jewish lad,
b That summer day, had failed to

R0
Dawn Lo the Jake, becanse he had
So amall n store of loaves to show !

“ Tha preas is great,” ho might have aaid,
 For food the thronging peoplo call ;

1 only have five lonves of bread,
And what are they among them all 1

And back the mother's word might come,
Har coaxing hand upon his hair ;

“ Yet go for they mny comfort some
Awmong the hungry children there.”

S0 to the lakeside forth he went,
Beanng the scant supply he had ;
And Jesus, with an ¢yo 1ntent
Thruugh all the crowds, beheld the lad.

And saw the loaves and blessed them.
Then beneath his hand the marvel

grow ;
He brake un:l bleased, and brake again ;
The loaves were neither small nor fesw

For, as we know, it cameo to paes
That hungry thousands there were fed,
While sitting on the fresh, green grass, /
From that one basketfuf of bread 1

If from his homo the lad that da
His five aunll loaves had failed to take
Would Christ have wrought, can any say i
That miracle beside the lake 1

—Central Christian Advocate.
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TORONTO, OCTOBER, 28, 1882,

MUTUAL IMPRUVEMENT
SOCIETIES.

7Y W HE late Generai Conference of
|6 the Methodist Church of

- Canada took an important
step in tho direction of pro-

moting home culture and self-educa-
tion among the young people of our
congregutions. On motion of the
editor of PrLeasaxt Hougs, scconded
by the Rov. Dr. Burns, of the Wes-
leyan Ladies’ College, Hamilton, it
was unanimously resolved that the
Goneral Conference strongly recom-
mend the establishment, in connection
with each of our churches, of a Mutual
Improvemont Society for the study of
the Word and works of God ; and that
cortain definite linea of reading ahould
be adopted which should furtber this
object.  The last General Conference

1 of the great Methodist Episcopal

Church of the United States passed a
similar resolution. and kindred sooie-
tios aro largely in successful operation
in connection with the Aother Charch

L

It is, we think, tho duty of the
Church to promote as much as possiblo
the intellectual as well as the moral
and religious training of the young
people committed to its care. Thero
Aro many young people who aro com-
pelled to leavo school early in order to
carn a living; and there aro others,
young women, for instance, who having
loft school have a good deal of leisuro
and do not know how to mako the
best uso of it. Thero aro those, too,
whose youth is past, but who feel that
thoy should try to cultivate the minds
which God has given them, but do not
know how. Indeced whenover God
convorts & soul ho implants a strong
desire for knowledgo and firm resolve
to make tho most of the God-given
powers of the mind. To meet the
necds of all such the Rov. Dr. Vincent
has matured a scheme which promises
to be the most useful of any ever con-
ceived in oven his fertile brain. This
is the Chautauqua Literary and Scien-

J4tific Circle. This organization is only

 four years old, yet it has aboutf0,000
persons now pursuing its four years
course of study, bout
2,000 porsons ‘tympleted the cotfrse
and_received-theik~diploma. It was
this course which {the writer had in
view when he proppsed his resolation,
and he 80 stated &0 the Conference.
While not asking the Conforence to
comuwit itself to that particular course,
he asked for and recpived its endorsa-
tion of the principle

home study and
% | reading on definite lifes, and socictics

improvelnent like the
Chautauqua circles. YWo ‘hope that
Sunday-school teacherf and superin-

tendents, and the mihisters of our
| S | PO |

Church will kindly cnddavour to esrry
out this provision of wﬁ\ti; now the
Discipline of our Church, \Such socie-
ties will do much to elevate the char-
acter of the social entertainments of
the Church and of the home, so that
instead of being as they sometimes
have been occasions for frivolous, not
to say pernicious, amusement they may
conduce to the spiritual as well as the
intellectnal improvement of those who
take part in them.

‘We beg to call attentiof to the fol-
lowing announcoment of the 0, L. 8, C.
which we highly comgend to our
readers. 'We have dad numerous
letters of inquiry abodt it from places
ag far apart as the Bermuda Islands,
and the Province dof Manitoba, and
shall be happy to answer any further
inquiriea that m}y be mado ;—

THE CHAUTAUQUA LITERARY AND
SCIENTIRIC CIROLE.
J. I1. Vincent, D.D., Supsrsntendent of Iastruction.
AN,

HIS organization aims to pro-
mote habits of reeding and

for mutual

25 study in naturo, art, science,

~ and in soculaf, and sacred
literature, in connection with the
routine of daily life, (especially among
those whose educational advantagos
have been limited,) s0 as to secure ta
them the collego student’s general out-
Jook upon the world and life, and to
dovelop the habit of close, connected,
persistent thinking, ‘

METHODS.

It proposes to encourage individual
study in lines and by text-books which
shall be indicated , by local circles for
mutual help and encoursgement in
such studics ; by summer ocourscs of
lecturos and ““students’ sessions” at
Chautauqua, and by w-‘ten reporis

e in Giroat Britain.

and oxaminations,

Tag HaLt 1x THE GROVE—~CHAUTATQUA (The Centre of the 0. L. 8. C.)

The course of study prescribed by
the 0. L. 8. O, shall cover a period
of four years.

C. L. 8. £. COURSE OF NEADIRG,;1882-83.

1. Readings in the History and
Literaturo of Greecs, England, Russia,
Scandinavia, China, Japan, and Amer
ica.

2. Readings in Science: Geology,
Astronomy, Physiology, and Hygiene,

3. Readings in Bible History, and
in Biblical and General Religious
Literature,

BOOKS FOR THE C. L,
1882-83.

These books are sold at the lowest
possible figures taking iuto consider-
ation the duty paid.

“History of Greece.” By Prof.
T. T. Timayenis. Vol. 1. Parts 3, 4,
and 5. Price, $1 25.

“ Preparatory Greek Courso in Eng-
lish," By Dr. W, C. Wilkinson.
Price, 1 10.

Chautauqua Text-Book, No. &,
“ Qreck History.” By Dr. J. H,
Vincent. Prics, 10 cents.

¢ Recreations in Astronomy.” By
.Bishop Henry W. Warren, D.D.
Prics, $1 20.

8, C. COURSE,

4 Selections from English Literature ;”
“ Readings frows Russian Literature;”
“Readings from the XLiterature of
China and Japan;" ¢ Readings in
Bible History ;” ¢ Readiugs in Bib-
lical Literaturo;” ¢ Readingsin Geol-
ogy ;" ¢ Readings in Astronomy ;’
*Readings in Physiology and Hygiene."

TIME REQUIRED,

An average of forty minutes read-
ing each week day, will enable the
student in nine months to complete
the books required for the year. More
time than this will probably be spent
by many persons, and for their accom-
modation a special course of reading
on the same subjects has been indicated.
The habit of. thinking steadily upon
worthy themes during one’s secular
toil will lighten labour, brighten lito,
and develop power.

OUR CLASS MOTTQES.

“We study ths Word and the
Works of God."”

“Let us keep our Heavenly Father
in the midst.”

 Never be discouraged.”

The books mentioned, will be sent
post-paid upon receipt of price, by
William Briggs, 78 & 80 King St.
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Chautangaa Text-Book, No.

“Btudies of the Stara.” By Bishop |

H. W, Warren, D.D. Prics, 10 cents.

“ First Lessong in Geology.” By|Book Room, Halifax, N. S.

Prof. A, 8. Packard, jun. Price, 66
coents.

Chautauqus Text-Book, No. 4.
“ English History.” By Dr. J. H.
Vincent. Price, 10 cents,

Chautanqua Text-Book, No. 34.,

¢ China, Cores, and Japan.” By W,
Elliot Grifis. Price, 10 cents.

 Evangeline.” By Henry 'W.
Longfellow.  Price, paper, 20 :ofs.;
cloth, 50 cputs. :

1

Hampton Tracts: * A Haunted
House.” By Mrs. M. F. Armstrong;
¢ Cleanliness and Disinfection.” By
Elisha Harris, M.D. Pcice, 15 cents.

“The Chautanguan,” a monthly
Magazine, tén numbers, 72 pages a
month, FPrice, $1 50 per annum, in
‘which will be published :

“Pictur~ from English History.”
By C. E. .uahop, Esg. “Chapters
frorr Early Russian Histery.,” By
Mrs. M. 8. Robinson. ¢ Pazsages
from Socandinavian History and Liter-

East, Torounto, Out, or by O W,
Coates, 2,Bleury Street, Montreal ; or
by the Rev, S. F. Huestis, Wesleyan

Canadians may order ‘The Chan-
tauquan” from Lewis C. Pexke, Drawer
2,569, Toronto, Ont,

CANADIAN BEAXCH, C. L. 8. %

‘What shall Tread? is the quastion
of the day, and the almost invariable
response is practically, what for the
moment pleases mo? Thus old and
yoting read thoughtlessly, n~d without
plan.  Even when sucH reatag ismot
positively harmfal, it is withgut value,
or dissipatitg to the mind, and is felt
to bo 80 by the average reader.

The C. L. 8. C. offers to all thongit-
ful persons a carefully devised plan of
reading, whily covering & brdad range
of subjeots, iz brought within the reach
of all classes. ‘The matter is supplied
at a moderatd churge, the entirts ex-
pense for esch yesar being about ‘six
dollarg, while the'allotment of reading
to each day cannot be burdensome to
any, however fally their titno xcay be

ature)’ By Prof. L. A. SBherman, of
New Haven, Conn,

* Sabbath Readings in Classic Re-
ligious Literature.” Selected by Dr.|
J. H. Vincent.

“The Chauntanquan” will also con-
tain, in the department of Roquired
Readsngs, brief papors as follows. l

“ 8tudies in Ancient Greek Life ;”

employed. The time consuived in
wasteful Bewspaper reading each day
is sufficient to coverthe entire'demiand,
(end we do not depreciate useful and
necessary newspaper reading.) ' ‘
Consider the sdyvantage to yourself
and your family of purguing a well
selected course of reading, extending
through four or more years, and join 4




