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THE CHILDREN'S RECORD. 1u

sidered fit to engage in all religious duties.

AMmy--Dear me ! what important creat-
ures their boysare. What becomes of the
girls ?

MayyMa—The girls are regarded as an
expense, and not being so usetul as buys,
they are not welcome.  When the parents
do not wish to raise the girl baby, it is al-
lowed to sleep itself to death with opium
in its mouth, or it is put in a basket, and
set afioat on the river Ganges.

Axy—What cruel people they must be.

MaxyMa—They do not mean to be cruel.
A woman's life in India is o very wretched

one at best, and this is often the easiest |

way, they think, of sparing her future suf-
fermg. However, they do not put their
girls to death now so often as they used to
do.

AMy—-Why do they not ?

Maxya—"The country is now ruled by
the English.
death, and punished by law, when the
auilty parties are found.
also shown many of these ) eople the sin-
fulness of such practices, ard led thean to
live better lives.

Any—If the girllives what doesshe do?

Mamira-~She plays with her doll, goces

toschool, is richly dressed and loaded down
with jewelry. Indeed, she has a pretty
good time until she getsanarried.
Axy—How old is she when she marries ?
Maymva—DBetween eight and eleven.
She is soinetimes betvothed several years
earlier.  Assoon as her father sclects a

husband for her, she puts on a veil, has ¢

the ends of her fingers dyed pink, and re-
tires to the zenana or place where the
women live.
married life,
AMy— What does she learn 7
Mauma—Cooking and religion. . The,

Hindu is very particular ubout his, food,

and no one, however rich hemay be, must
prepare it and serve him but his wife. His
religion has much to do with this. After
she learns how to covk and serve foud
properly, she learns many verses from their
sacred book, the histories of various Hindu
gods, dialogues and stories.

- Amy—Dust she learn all this whether

.

It is a exime to put girls to

Christianity Las .

Here she is educated for |

MayMyMa—Yes ; she is not considered
ready to be married until she knows these
things well.  She has no voice in the wat-
ter, but must marry whenever and whom-
soever lier parents direct.  1f the man
dies, before or after marriage, she is
widow, and though she may still bea Little
girl, she dare not marry again.  IHer fine
clothes and jewels are taken away, she is
; abused and neglected, and st spend the
+vest of her life in hard work and sorrow.

Any—What a dreadful tinie she must
, have.  Is there no escape for her?

Manysa--None, until the Gospel teaches
them beiter, and so brighitens and blesses
their Jives.  Sowe have been  helped
through its influence; Iet us pray that many
wore may feel its power aud be led in the
Ctrue way. - -Swplede S, Smith incthe Mission-

ary Horld,

} she wants to or not ? .
]
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: HOW TO BECOME HAPPY.

Many young pcizons are ever thinking
over some niew ways Jof adding to their
pleasures.  They wlways look for chances
for mote ¥ fun,” more joy. "

Once thtre was o wealthy and powerful
king, full of care and very wnhappy. He
heard of a man faured for his wisdom and
. plety, and found him in a cave on the
' horders of a wilderness. )

“Holy man.” siid the king, “I come
to Tearn how 1 may be happy.”

i Without making a_reply, the wise man
led the king over & rough path till lie

! brought him in front of a high rock, on
} the top Of which an cagle had buile her
nest. .

¢ Diubtless,” answered the king, ¢ that
it may-be out of dunger.”
. “Then imitate the bird,” said the wise
i mian ; “build thy home in heaven, by
trusting in Jesur, and thou shalt have
peace and happiness:- v
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“Mother, " said a dear little child on®
cold night, waking up as her mother went
through the chamber, “1 asked God to

i take care of some poor child te-night, and
! I teld Him to-morrow 1 would try and
Jwunt Ler up and heip her, too.”



