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. AGRICULTURAL..

From * Tho Complete Farmer and Rural Economvist.”
NEAT CATTLE.

Neat Cattle form o very important part of
every farmer’s live stuck. Tuselecting them,
wwo things are very waterials first, the health
and sonndness of the stuck from which they
are purchaseds and sceondly, the quality n{

small in proportion to the size of the carcass

THE BEE.
and the joints short. 'The Alderncy breed,
gives n very rich milk. The Durbam shert
horne, however, excecds them as réspects
quantity 3 and we have the testimony of the
Hon. Levi Lincoln, late governor of Massachu-
sets,that the milk of Denton’s progeny,a branch
of that race, is not only abuudant, but of ex-
cellent quality,

Cows should be milked regularly morning

the soil on the produce of which at is t
to feed them. Stock for the dairy or the

butcher should Le selected from a breed of,

and evening, iind as nearly us may he at the
same hours. At six in the morning and six

which you knuw or can ascertain every parti- at hight is a goud general rule, as the times of
cular relative to their gencral henlih and sound- milking will be equi-distant from each other.

ness, and the manner in which they havebeen
reared, including their food shelter, &e.
‘I'lhie Farmer's and Grazier’s Complete Guide

But if they are milked three times a day, as
Dr. Anderson recommended, the times may be
five, one, and eight, Hensserted, thatif cows

by C. Lawrence, an Lnghsh writer, observes, wore full fed, they will give half as much,
« Much has been written us to what brecds are again if milked three times as if only twice,

the best; and a conz:derable greater stress,
has been Jud on this part of the question thau ;

is borue ot by auy psitive result there are
good and bud” of all Linds; nud provided you
select souud and healihy animals from wur-

ranted stoek, you will, of you treat them pro-,

perly, havelutle o carc for and less to fear,

¢ Always purchaso cattle that have been fed
on lands of a povrer quality than your ownj
but you must not tuo suddenly put them to the
nichier food or ticy will be linble to several dan-
gerous diseases, It rarely happens, however,
that cattle purchased from rich lands thnve
well on poor sotls 3 but on the contrury, those
from pooser faress do well on good land. The
choice of neat catile, therclore, for the stock-
g of farms, 1ust, in a great degree, lie regu-
lated hy the natere and quality of the soil iu-
tended to feed them on.

‘1tis alo essennal that the cattle should
be young, as well ug healthy and of sound
constitution 3 for the younger they uie, ihe
more hkely they will be to do service.  ‘Therr
age may ensily ve hunown Ly the teeth; like
sheep, they liwve uo fore tecth in the. upper
jaw; atas 1 tie lower, therefore, by which this
must be determzd: the hores also afford
some guide in this respect,

«The erght fure teetk: or the lower jaw are
shed and replaced by others which contme
throueh Lie: the two middle fuore teeth fall
out af about tho years old, and e siceeuded
by others not so whie. At three years old
thiey have tho more next to thoso of the pre-
vious year; and thus by the tvo succeeding
years all the fore teethare rencwed, they are
then termed full mouthed, and are five yonrs
old. At the sixth year the row :s even, the
Jast two being compleicly up.  Besides these
they havo ten giinders in cuch jaw.

“Atthe age of thice years the horas are
smooth and eveny in the voatse of the fourth
year, a wrinkle or cirele furms vound the bu-
ais of the horn near the heud; tas 1a every
yeat sucaeeded by anvtler, which always seems
10 wove the other forward.  Atlookug there-
fore at the horns of ueat catile, :f the first
circle be considercd u:s threa years, it will be
an easy tash to tell the age of tie baast at any
subsequent pertod.  Aa wmpleitreliance can-
not, however, be placed on Usese ruinui ks, par-
ticularly in- purchasiag of strangers, or cow
jobhers, such persoas ha e heer known tofile
dowa some of the animal’s tceth and alter 1

hie
sppearance of the borus <o as to give them
the semblunce and warks of youug cattle of
the mest valunble breeds, and pass them off
as such to strangers.

Cous for the daivy. Ia sclecting cows for
the dairy, the fullowing indicutions shonld be
attended to.  Wide horns, thin head and neck
dew-lap large, full Lreast, broad buck, large
daep belly; the udder capacious but not too
feshy 5 the wmilit veins prominent, and the bag
tending far behind; teats long and large; bus
secka.broud und fleshy;; tail loag, plinblejand

At the same time, it would prevent too great
a distension of their bags, to which the best.
cows are liable,

The cow which is desired to remain in per-
fection, either for milking or breeding, should
not be exhausted by drawing her milk tuo long
after she becomes heavy with calf. It is pay-
ing too dear for a present supply of milk. She
should be suffered to go dry at least two mouths
before calving.

The expense of keeping cows of a poor
brecd is as great and sumctimes greéater then
that of keeping the best.  1f cows are pourly
kept the difference of Lreeds will be seurcely
discernible by the product of their milk. Some
have therefore supposed that it is the food,
alone which mekes the odds in the quantity
and quality of the milk. This suppusition is
very erroncous, as may be seen by feeding two'
cows of & sinular age, size, &c. on the same
foed, the one of a good Lreed for mitk and tlic
other of a different kind, and observing the
difference in the milk product. No farmer,
unless he is very rich, can afford ta keep pocr
mileh cows. e might ulmost as well keep
breud of *naked sheep,’ such as Swift mens|
tions in Gulliver's Travels. The farnier who
taises a heifer calf that is from a poor milker,
or of a breed of Litle value, is as foulish as
he would be if in clearing land be should burn
on the ground the birch, maple, and walnut,
and save white pine and hemlock for firewood.
And yet muny sell the calves of the best-milch
cows to the butchers, becnitee such culves are
fattest t )

T'hose cons which give the greatest quanti-
ty of thin milk are most proiitable for suckling
calves, for rich milk is said niot to be o proper
food for calves as milk which is less valuable
for dniry purposés. Milk which contains a
large proportion of ‘crenm is apt to clog the
stomachs of calves; cbstruction puts & stopto
their thriving, and semetimes proves fatal.
For this reason it is best that calves should be
fed with the milk which first comes fram the
cow, which is not so rich as that which is last
drawn. .

Mr. Russell Woodward, in the Memoirs ‘of
the New York Board of Agriculture, says, *1
hinve founnd that young cows, the first year that
they givé milk, may be iriade with careful milk-
ing aud guod keepiug to give milk almoss any
length of time required. But if<they.are left
to dry up early ia the fall, they will be sure
to dry up of their milk each succeeding year;
if they have a calf near the same season of
the year ; and naibing but extraordinary keeps
ing will preventit, and thut ‘but for a -short
tineé. T have had them dried up of their milk
in August, and could not*by any means make
tiem give milk much beyond that time in any
succeeding yoars.’®

+ [ hiave two cows now that wete milked the-Grat
year they had calves ull near the time of their calve
ing uguin, and kave continued to give milk as lste
over 3incs, if wo will milk them.

A writer in the Bath and West of England
Socisty's Papers, stotes that if at any tune n
good mileh cow should go dry before ber milk
is gone, get u _vounicnlf und put it to bier in
order to preserve her milk againet another
year; for itis well known, if n cow goes dry
oue year, nature will lose its pow et of actingin
future.

Cows should be trcated with great gentlencss
and svothed by mild tisnges, especially when
youngaund ticklish, or when the jiaps are :cu-
der; in which cute the udder vught to be fo-
mented with warm water before milking and
touched with great gentleness, otherwise the
cow will be in great danger of controcting bud
habits, becoming stubborn and unruly. andre.
taining her milk everafter. A cow uever gives
down her milk plensantly to a person she
dreads or dislikes. The udder uid paps should
be waalied with warm water before milking,
and cate should be taken that none of the wa-

‘tér e admiitted into the milking pail.

ThéKeebing of cows in suich a manneér as
to muke them give the greatest quantity of
milk, wid with the greatest clear profit, is an
[ iul point of y. Give a cow half
a bushel of turnips, carrote, or other guod
roots per day, during the six winter months,

‘(besides her hay, and if her summer feed Le

such as it chould be, she will give nearly
double the quantity of itk ehe would nfford
if only kept during the winter in the ueual
manucer ; and the milk will bo richer and of
better quality.

The currots or other roots, at nineteen cents
a bishel, amwunt to about eiglitcen dollurs ;
thé addition of milk, allowing it to be only
three quarts a day for three hundred daye, nt
three cents a quart, twenty-seven dollars, It
should Le remembered, too, that when cows
are thus fed with roots, they consume less hay,
and are less liable to several diseases, which
are usually the effects of poor keeping.®

The keeping of cows is very profitable. Al
lowing one to give only six quirts a day, for
forty weeks in each year, avd this is not »
large allowance, lier milk at two centsa quart
will amount to upw ards of -thirty three dollars;
which is_ probably sufficient to purchaee her
and pay for a year's keeping.®

tA furmer some years since kept eighteen
cows on & common, and was often obliged to
buy butter for his femily. The common wus
inclosed, and the sawe person supplied his fa<
mily amply with milk and butter from the pro-
duce of four cows well kept. i

‘Greut milkérs seldom carry much flesh on
their bones, but they pay as they go and uever
retire in our debt. Thedifficulties in cow
heeping are these : the expense of their foud
is considerable, mere especially with respect
to Any “which must be purchased, and if the
produce be inconsiderable it muy be a losing
coucern.  Youmny be feeding a sparing milk-
¢r into flesh; and if you stint her or allow her
ohly ordinary food you get uncitlier flesh hor
milk.'® .

Amateurs 'in this line should procure the
largest milkers,-and 'I' had almoit said give
them gald, could. thiey eat it. .In this case it
niay be dupended on, mitk is alcays of more
value than the best :cow-food ;-and.-a cow; the
natural‘tendency of which is ‘to breed ‘milk,
will convert-all riourishinént, however dry and
substantial, into that fliiid ; in fact will requirc
such solid kind of ‘nourishwent to -support her
strength and:induce her. to take. the buil.t

Koep no more cows than you can Kéep well;
one:cotr well fed will produceé as muoeh-ilk
as two indifferéntly treated, and more buiter ;
andif the cow bie wintered badly, slis will rarc-
ly recover, during the succecding summer, so
as to become profitable to thé feeder. Cows

1 Mowbray.on Poultryibe=
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