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&hat Think Ye of Christ1...>

Jermon on Matthew 22 : 42.
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Sesis Chriat challenges the thought of
thig world in a way that is altogethey
unigne wnd enduring,  Ihe wmaaner of
1lis birth, His life and ministry, s
duath and resurrection, as well as the
doetrines He expoundad, angd the daims
lte put torth, have roussd the attention
of the best raves of men more than
anything elxe ever did or ean do,

sPeaples aid reading of cvery tongie
Dwell on His love with sweetest song
And infant voices shail procluim

Thele young Hosaunuhs to His name,”

And there i little wonder that the
ridigions leaders of Hisx own day should
he greatly  exercised in regitrd to His
claims,. Phey were Jualous of His grow-
ing populurity, they saw thelr own aue
therity being menaced by His teachings,
lhenve they swught to entangle and con-
found Him in debate, But Jesus put &
fing! quivius upon their quibbling by
the giestion of the text in the light of
their own seriptures,  They ust either
dony the authority of their own 0ld
Pestatient  or  admit  the  Messial's
enims,  They did not want to do cither
and so kept stent,

Now we are all profoundly interested
in the clabms of Jesus Christ, He is the
most colossal figure in art and science
and polities and religion, His shadow is
overspreading the world, and His clnims,
it true, must shape our eternnl destiny.
tHow importaut that we be able to glve
a definite answer to this question and
that we seck to harmonize our lives
witle onr highest convictions of  the
Christ,

Let me ask: I. What think ye of His
clats to Divinity? All our relations to
thim will be governed by our convie
tions_on this point, The Arlans con-
<idered Him a demigod—na creature half-
way between man and God, with dele-
wateil powers for the ereation  of the
warlds! The Unitarians admit His mir-
acles nnd supernntural endowments, but
sy He is satill only a man, Renan and
athier skeptics beliove Him to have been
a saperbly zood man, but seif-deceived
as to Divinity, What think ye? What
doex the New Testament say of Him?

He enimed cternity of existence,  In
His highqriestly  prayer in John 17th,
He sayn “Glority thon Me with thine
own solf with the #ory 1T Wad  with
thee before the world was” So that
hefore matter was created or a blazing
sun hd been sent whirling into space,
hefore  Seraphim  and © Cherubim were
horne, before the universe had heon peo-
pled with intelligences, and while as yet
spice was untenanted and void, in the
abysmal depths of cternity past, Christ
was there, ¥l also created the worlge,
“Without Him was not anything made
that was made “For by Him were all
things createdt that ave in henven and
that are in earth, visible and invistble,
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wiether they he thropes or dominjons
or principulities or powers, all things
woere crented by fHm and for Him.*
Lunguage conld not more wpecitically
declnre that matter is uot cternad sail
that Josus Christ {s superior to, and
antedates all crented things, He nase
sumted  the prerogative of the forgive-
news of sins in the case of the sick of
the palsy, an attribute that they knew,
and Ho knew, could only belong to
Deity. He ralsed the dead, calling forth
Latzarus from the tomb after the fuide
of his body bad commenced to evapor-
ate, and litted his own body from the
grave, & fact that has never bren sne-
cosmsfully ussailed during nineteen  cen-
turies. What wouder ninety-nine one
hundredths of the church worship Him
ns Divine, Of course the Unitarians to
save His moral character deny the au-
thority of the scriptures that teach His
divinity. A prominent Unitarian re-
contly reading @ paper at a convention
said: “So far ax the scriptures go the
orthodox Christians have the hest of it.
and the best way to wect the difficulty
is to throw overhoard the authority of
the scriptures,” Thank you, Mr. Unl-
tarian, when you are driven to such
desperate straits we know that the New
PTestament, and the diety of Christ
stand or fall together,

But His unique and towering char-
qeter, the miracle of the ages, eundorses
the written record of His divinity, It
is strange and tonching to see how the
story of Ilis tendernoss and self-sacrifice
porvades, astouishes, overwhelms and
subdues all grades of intellect. Htrauss,
the German skeptic, says He is “the
heing without whose fpresence in the
mind perfect plety i3 impossible,”
Renan, the French skeptie, says: *“What-
ever be the surprises of the futare Jesus
will never he surpassed. His worship
will grow young without ceasing.”
Theodore Parker, the American ration-
alist, says: “The greatear minds have
seen no farther than Christ, and have
sdded nothing to tle dectrine or veligion,
the ri~hest hearts have felt no deeper
than Christ, and have added nothing to
the sentiment of religion.” Now jf it
takes & Shakespeare to write his plays,
no one less than Christ conld  have
magined Iin charactes, and have giv-
o it ta the world, We might as easily
unbraid the rays of the sun and separ-
ate the scarlet threads as hope to take
the Divine clement from the story of
Hia Lfe. What wonder the heart of
hemanity should twrn to Him and say
in the langnage of Tonnyson:

Re near me when my light is Jow
When the blood croeps and the nerves
prick
And tingle, and the heart is sick,
Aud a)l the wheels of being slow,

i1

Be pear tne when 1 fade away
To point the terms of human strife,
Amb on the Jow dark verge of life
The ‘twidight of wternal day.

Again: 11, What thiuk ye of Christ as
Teacher? Here is o man who was m
pubiie life only three and a half years,
who divd ut thirty-three, and yet He
is wwaying the history and destiny of
thiv world! How do yow account for {t?

Think of the autharity of His teache
e, He tanght them ae one  having
anthority, and not us the seribes, How
did the sceribos tench? With hesituncy
and difidence. as interpreters of the
Iaw. The refrain of the sermon on the
mount is: It hath heen said by them of
old time ., . . Bt T oaay unto yon* 3
um chonging  things  and  swiving  you
wider, newer peinciples.  The seribes
with eatemptitle pettifogging dizcumsed
stieh guestions ns 3t a man had  two
hends, on which forchead should he
wenr the phylnctery, Christ brushed
aside such trivalities and dimcuszed the
fundamental questions of God and heav-
ot of life and doty, of sin, death and
immortality in such a way that nine
teen centiries have not tmproved wupon
Hix ilens, Here i a Jew from an ob-
scenre and despieed village, who had not
studied under the Rabhis of Jerusalem,
nor in the Greek schools af Tarsax, who
ecan tonch and setde as if by fnstinet
any quemtion of cthice with the most
andacious positiveness. How do you
anceonnt for it?

Think of the ariginality of Hie teach-
ing: “Never man spake like thix man.”
Seen how he touched and  gilded  the
aestions of death and the future. He
has changed the whale thought and
terminology of the word on these sub-
joote, Christ's nw of selfeacrifice subd-
ines and silences Hiw enemiex, Then
think of the revolutions stil]l sumbering
in the sermori on the wount. In that
sermon Chrit changed the whole centre
of gravity in ethics, from external to in-
ternal things, Not “blessed are the rich
the vich. hlosmed are the powerful, bilees.
od are the stoicnl.” Thewe were the vir-
tis wopshippad til He came, But in-
stead, “blessed are the meek, blessed are
the merciful, bleswed are the pure in
heart.” RBlessediwess now  and  hence-
forth is to be found in the riches of
character, and wnot in the extrivedic
things of Wfe. O Great Teaches! from
what founts of wizdem didet thon deaw
theme glorious principles that transfigure
lite and sweeten hummn society?

Think of the inteffectual supremacy of
His teachings. Sec how in the great
mental combatx with the religious Lead-
ors of Hin day He toyed with them an
n Master wonld puzsle a boy in the firet
torm, He confounded the Lawyers,
sitenced the Sadduccees and impaled the
Phariseces on the horns of a Allemma.
See, ton, how all the human masters of
thonght have heen indebted to Him.
From Him arators have learned rhetorie
poets the magic of verse. artists and
novelists have caught the lnspirition

. tor their highest flighte of fancy and

loftiest soaring of imagination. Dante,

Raphadl, Angelo, Milton, Shakerneare;

lhd::f borrowed from Christ their great
s,

Dickens, the master of the pathtie,
aays: “The most touching story in liter
ature is the story of the Prodigy fon”
and hows the knee to Chriet ax his in-
tellcetual privce. FHowand and Orome
wel. Witberfroce, Lincoln and ldenes
George, all owe their great motives In
social reform to Him. Can you hope to



