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heh lt iliu Ille 1>harisee's hous1e and $ai

dlou Io me 1, y. 36. Lt was part of the plan
of Jestiq to associnte 'withi ail classes of mon.
.-t one time we flnd Hin-i at a feast iii the
bouso of Levi the publican, at nuother, at
thec table of Simion the Pharisce. He came
te seek and save the lest, and Hils mission
enîibraced all mcon. Lt is flot otherwise now.
1-lo cernes to all sorts and conditions. He is
the only son of mn uttorly devoid of race
prejudico. "«The Lamb of God, wbich
taketlî away the sin of the world,"1 Ho
approaches sinners of ail ranks and of al
race3 w'ith the samo gracions offer of sa]-
vatior'.

A woina& in the city . . . estood ai his feet
ibehindl him, vs. 37, 38. In the report of n
visit to the Holy Land by a party, of wbich
iAndrew Bonar and JRobert MurrnyMcCbeyne
%vere meinhers, there 18 the following state-
ment : " At dinner in the Consul's bouse at
Daiînietta wo %vere much intorested in ob-
serviîzg a custom. of the country. Lu the
rooni ivbere we were received, besides the
divan on wbicli we sat, there Nvere sea-ts al
round the wnlls. Many came in and took
tlheir place on tiiese side scats, uninvited and
yet uncbiallenged. They spoke te those at
table on business or the nows of the day,
and our bost spoke freely te them. This
maide us understnnd the scene in Simon' s
bouse at Betbany, wbere Jesus sat at supjper,
and 'Mary came in and anointed His feet
with ountmont, nd aiso the scene in the
Pharisee's bouse, wbere tbe woman who
was a sunner came uninvited, and yet noV
forbiddecn, and washed Hie feet with ber
tears. We afterwards saw this oustora at
.Jerusalezni, and tbere it was still more fitted
to illustrate these incidents. WVe were sit-
tung at Mr. Nicolayson's table, whoen first
eue, and then another, stranger opened the
door, and came in, tnking tbeir seat by tho
wall. Tbey ]eant forward and spoke to
thoso at the table."

,ind Jesus ansiwering isaid unie, him. Lt was
not tbe words of Si mon that Jesus answered,
foirtho Pbnrisee lad netspoken. Ltwas tbe
thlogbit of bis heart, tliat-receivo-d an answer
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froin thiÎs etrazîge guest. Simnon liad inivitod
Jestis to bis table to flind out wlzother He
were a prophet or net. Mien lie saw the
womnan touching Him wvithout rebuke, lbe
tlhouglît thie qestion wassettled. Ho argued
it out, in this fashiozi : " A prophet can dis-
cern spirits. If Jestis could discern spirits,
Lie would know tl nt this woinan. was unboly.
And if H1o were a hioly moan Himself, lie
would not allow bier thus to approach Him.
Eilir Jesus cannot discern the character of
the woman, or cise He i8 knowingly allowing
an unholy persn te be fazailiar with -lim.
In elther case, it is cbmar tizat, Hc is noV n
prophet." Seo the Pharisee reasoned in bis
hicart. But ail bis reasonixlgs were scattored
te the wuads when Jesus turned on hlm, and
showed that He bad bec» reading the
thouglits of his bcart. Sinion w~as won-
dcring wbether Jesus knew the character
of the woman. Our Lord provcd that Ho
could discern spirits by laying open what
-,Nas concealcd in the heart of Simon bimself.
Let us be sure of this, that we can conoeal
nothing from Jesus.

And lie tur-ned to, the ivoima, and said urdo
S9iimon, Seesi thou tlds wornait ? v. 44. In the
words tbnt follow, our Lord draws 'with
marvellous skill the contrast between His
trcatmaent by Simuon and His treatmont by
the wornan. " Thou gavest me ne water for
my feet ; but she bath washed my foot with
her teurs, and wipod thom with the biairp -%f
bier bond. Thou gavest me ne kiss; she
bxath not ceased to kîss my foot. My bond
with oil tbou didst net anount; she bath
annointed my feet with ointmoent." Tie puir-
pose of this contrast is te show Simon that
lie was ]acking in tIc love which the wornau
possessed. Sinnon's Iack of love proved
that, lie bad net received, forgiveness, even
for bis dobt of fifty ponce, wlîile the woman's
ouùflowing love proved t.bat sbe hnd received
forgivenoss for lier debt of five hundred
pence.

To whom li111e i.sforgiven, the saine loveih ile,
v. 47. Thiere is here no encouragement te
sin greatly, se that, at last, our sin being
forgiven, we may love xnuch. For our Lord
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