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THE CANADA LUMBERMAN.

THE FINER MANIPULATION OF LUMBER.

To what extent is it profitablo to work up
lnmber at tho sawanill, is & problem which has
puzzled tho wisest brains of a proverbially wise
class of men.  Trom the increased cost of logs
which tho past fow years has doveloped, it has
beon no loss a problem with manufacturers to
throw tho least possible quantity into tho saw.
dust heap and alab pile, than to make tho mnoat
of the manufactured product, and to utilizo to
tho most advantageous cxtont the inovitable
dobris. The quostion of planing at the saw.
mill, of making Lox shooks, sash, door and
blinds, has been well considered and thorough.
ly oxporimonted with, and while many of the
oxporinienters aro, still striving to wako their
earlior ideas upon the subjoct not only practi.
cablo but profitable, by far tho greater number
have abandoned the project, and sold or thrown
away their machinery. Tho fact has become
Patent to all, that no profit car he derived from
any manipulation of forest products at a point,
when, by reason of heavy freights and exponsos
«ttaching to its tramsportation to competing
1wints, the same articles can be produced at
thoso pointa from lumber transported thither in
the rough, at lower rates. Ifor this reason the
endeavors to make box shooks, at tho saw-mills
of tho main producing localitics, has almost
always, if not invarinbly, proved a failure, and
tho entorpriso abandoned. The profitablo dress.
ing or surfacing of lambor at the saw.mill
deponds langely upon the same question of trans.
portation and comypetition. It iy safo to say
that any endeavors to prepare lumber for im.
mediato use, at a majority of the saw.mills of
Michigan, would prove unprofitable, becauso of
the many haudlings to which the lumber must
be subjocted before reaching the consumer, who
would bo Joth to purchaso a lot of dressed
lumber, the edges or surfaco of which were
either broken, indented or bruised, if his choico
was extendod to such as by 1enson of but ono
bandling to aud from tho cars to tho yard of the
rotailor, was nearly or quite in as good condi
tion as when it left tho machine. This objec-
tion would not apply with oqual forco to the
manufacturer on tho Misissippi river and in
Wisconsit, who cultivates n trade with the
rotailer upon tho prairies, and can ship the man-
ipulated product to his yard. Neither does it
apply to such other localitivs as cultivato a trade
almost directly with tho consumer by way of
rail tranaportation, and those who are thus
favourably suited find profit in the closest pro-
paration of their stuck, To theso it is a m-.asuro
of the greatest profit to work their lumber into
flooring, ceiling, siding and moulding ; but it is
thea a question of great doubt, if in a majority
of cases it would pay them to enter jnto compee.
tition with tho extensive proparations for box-
making, which in wany largo citics, especially
manufacturing ones, work up tho corrser grados
of lumber most profitably, and by reason of
personal activity in secking for and retaining
customers among tho actual consumers of baxes,
are onabled to turn out vast quantities at so
small a profit un cach, as effectuslly to cut off
all chance for profit on the part of a manufac.
turer whe has trangportation to pay, oven
though his stock be accounted as costing him
nothing,

That the waste of a saw.nill is immense, no
oné can doubt, and it was a realization of this
fact which originally lod to tho abrogation of
bourd lathing, in faver of the picco lath which,
fully as good if nut Letter, could bo made fram
a claxs of timber otherwise it for the furnace.
This alzo led to the wanufacture of four fect
pickets, and as well to square pickets, which
could bo profitably mado frem slabs, when pre-
viously they hadbeenmanufacturod from lumber.
Thero all are pow eaclusively mado from an
otherwise Waste material, and whilo we havo
seldom or never known o snecessful experiment
in finidhing them ready for uso at the point
of manufactine exe b when the mill enjuyold
railroad facilitios, they have in the rough, usual.
Iy proved a han dsamc penguisite in connection
with tho manufacture of lunber,

Whits and Narway pinn do not present the
rame alaptability to generl use, in the smaller
wmanufactorics, ax da basswosd, oak, beech,
majde, hickary, Wack walnut, and other \arie.
ties of handwond, inchiding whitewond And pop.
lar. Bassworl can be made into somo kinds of

light handles, on account of its toughness,
whoro pino would prove a failure, but no one
would make from pine anything which required
greater atrongth than a curtain roller, and it
would not roquirs the debris of many mills to
fully supply tho domands of tho market. Board
enda and tho thicker slabs are, to a large extent,
now made available for the manufacture of
shingles by means of Spalt shingle machines,
and while it will pay auy mill of any great
oxtent, to run one of these machines in the
utilization of its waste, such as broasl ends,
thick and meaty slabe, and in sasing the sound
end of tho core which comes from hollow butts,
wo would not advise anyone whose mill is not
conveniont to » dense population to depend
upon making a profit from working slabs into
ahingles. On tais point it must be admitted
that location cuts the privsipal figure. The
consumer on the prairie in many cases wants a
cheap shingle, and docs not scrutinize sap. The
dealers of the West make no difference between
a bastard shingle and those cut *‘rift.” With
them, a moderate amount of sap on a *A*
shingle, doos not injuro the grade. The castern
market on the other hand is more fastidious.

The Michigan mill man who would send aan
or bastard shinglos to the eastern market,
would probsably never repeat the experiment.
Many mills have ecndeavored to work up their
debris in tho manufacture of pails and tubs, but
wo think it has bocn an almoat universal experi.
ence, that it was not found profitable, and when
the works havo been continued in operation, it
has been through rocourse to timber in the log,
perhaps after being prupared in cants by the
saw mill, but to the utter neglect of the slab
pile.

The theory of finer manipulation of the debris
at tho saw mill i+ a very good one, but the
practico tmust inevitably depend upon the loca-
tion of the mill and its facilities for transporta.
tion, direct to tho consumer, with few or no
intermodiate handlings. A case in point will
bo recognized by overy manufacturer of sash,
doors, blinds, cte., whose manufactory is situat-
cd in the midst of heavy saw mill operations,
where slabs can be obtained for little or nothing,
and pick them at that, The pieccs of lumber
which enter into the manufacture of blinds and
windows aro vory small, and to the novice it
wounld appear, could easily and cheaply be
taken fromn the large slabs which form the
debris of the mills. If, however, there is a
manufacturer of sash and blinds, who does not
find moro profit in buying suitably manufactur.
ed lumber for the use of the factory, than he
can realizo from working up tho beat of slabe,
wo havo no knowledge of his whereabouts, The
item of labor overbalances the cheapness of the
stock. Hardwood mills can, to a great extont,
work up their slabs into soulething in counection
with the furnituro trade, if there is a factory
near them, but it is & fect that black walnut
ends and strips, of a foot long, and one to two
mches wide, aro burned by the cord every day,
undor the boilers of some of the largest furni.
ture manufactories in this city, where black
walnut 18 worth all the way from $75 to $200
per thousand fest. It would seem that in such
acity as Chicago, with its widely diversified in.
dustries, and especiaily in the furniture and
carriago dopartments, whers amall pieces are
uged in large quantities, that it would be good
palicy to work up overy scrap of debris, large
ennugh to make a cheir rung or a buggy seat
spindle.  That such 18 not tho case, is owing to
tho fact that tne labor of making them, and the
expense of handling tho swall debris overcomes
tho profit, and it is far better and moro economi.
cal to burn it at once, and cut full sizod lumber
into the required shape.  That a finer manipu.
lation of lumbor at tho mills would bo
frotitable there can bono doubt, but profit must
bo suught in making less sawdust, and no slabs,
That this is, comparatively speaking, prac-
ticable, the practice which exists at many mills,
notabily thaso on tho lower Mississippi, is abun.
dant evidence.

A Michigan manufacturer visiting a miil at
any of tho towns on tho lower Mississippi, looks
in van for such pilos of slabs as ho is nocus.
tomned to a¢ hotne.  The logs are simply *“ skim.
med” to o face, and the first Lboard is sawed,
#ome of 1t to no noro than throe inches wide
Tho butt alabs aro worked juto pickets or lath

and the reaultant debris is simply an edging, fit
only for firewood, but some of theess are saved,
tied up with a piece of marlin into bundles and
sold, It is in this closer manufacture, rather
than in the utilization of the wasto into smaller
articles, that the finer manipulation question is
to find its practical solution.—NortAxestern
Lumberman,

81, JOHN, ¥.B,, EXPORTS.
The Daily Telograph gives the following list
of clearances of Jumber laden ships from St.
John, N.B,, during December, 1881 :—
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SHIPPERS,

The following is a statement of the individual
shipments from St. John in 1881 :—

Carvill, McKean & Co....50 28,801,000

W. M. Mackay..coeesnn 2l 10738000 485 2674

Guy, Bevan & Co 19,722,000 .... 1

8 ofieldeiecinas ,496,000 1,002 1,612

Mclachlan & Wilso 671,000 .... 86

Bundry 08.000svanes 716,000 ..o oooe
Totals,eeees coen o 282 203,232,000 1,547 5,126

The following is a summary of thedestination
of shipments from St, John during the year
1881 :—

Destination. Deals, ete. Pine. Birch,
1,485 3,905

3 8

3 763,
Trelandeecess sesesecsnevens 42,251,000 7 19
Other ports in the U. K.... 8,028,000 .... 1,008
Continent, et0icevee cosees.. 24,308,000 ..0e 188
Tota).cenes coeocn sone 208,282,000 1,646 5,126

URITED STATES TIMskx LANDS.
Of the twenty-six states eastof the Rocky
Mountains only four—~Maiuo, Michigan, Min-.
nesota and Wirconsin—are now able to furnish
supplics boyoud what they themselvesnoed. It
is a remarkablo fact, however, that neasly every
state in the Union exports timber. Maine is so
far donuded of what onco were thought inex-
haustiblo supplics, and tho mills arc being
stocked to a largo extent with logs cut from
saplings of only six and cigh inches in diameter.
Much of the timber so0 rocklessly destroyed is
used, not to supply its own needs, but to ship
into ncighboring statcs and abread. Ohio
forests of walnut havo almost all disappcared.
Thero have now beon cleared upwards of 10,-
000,000 acres of this valuable timber, which it
would take half a century to rostore. Fires,
insocts and tho nxe hayve almost entirely denud.
ed Now York of its timber. Tho northern
soctions of Michigan and Wisconsin aro well
supplied with pine, better perhaps than any
other states in tho Union, but it is thought that

tho timber will not last cight years longer,

i A'o.tg
Shippers. Vesse
Alex.Gibson......cee0n. 92 80,284,000 .... .. ]
R, A. &J. Stewart...... 70 40,764,000 ... ...

Lumbermen have now to socck the head waters
of the tributaries. No reliance can bo placed
on Canadian supplies, From tho Provinco of
Manitoba to the Gulf of 8t. Lawrenco thoro is
not as much spruce, nine, hemlock, nsh, oak,
elm and other commercial woods as would
supply the present consumption of tho United
States fur three years,

All the accessible pineris: have been run over
for salable timber, and soms of the Canadian
lumberers have trespassed upm our northwest-
emn territoriesin their efforts 4 seciure board wood
timber to supply the English demand. Tho
value of the anuual product of our forewis is
said to be near $1,000,000,000. A very large
proportion of this is obtained in a legitimate
way, but millions—billions, in fact—of feet of
aplendid timber areannually stolen. Tho trade
in this stolen timber in Northwestorn Florida iu
immense, and gives employment to thousands
of men, Tlimber stealing is not confined ¢o
Southern States, In the north and west somo
of these timber thieves buy government Jand at
settlers’ rates, sud after they have cut and sold
the timber allow it to go back to the govern.
ment in default of taxes; thus not only swind-
ling and robbing the government, but provent-
ing actual settlers fiom gettting posscssion of
the land.  Others evade the law by getting the
Indians to cut the timber fromm govornmont
lands, and have them haul it to safo places be.
yond the jurisdiction of the governmont, when
they buy it, paying only tho prico of cutting it.
Probably not less than 80,000,000 peoplo in tho
United Statos are warmed by wood fuel, con-
suming annually about 100,000,000 cords. In
1871 Chicago alone consumed the wood taken
from 10,000 acres of forcst land, Steamboats,
railroads, etc., consume in tho same way about
35,000,000 cords. ‘Tho railrvads consume an
enormous amount of wood for ties, bridgos,
fonces, etc, Tho amount of wood consumed by
mechanical industrics is very large. Peoplo
may realize to some oxtent how largo the
amount must be by simply taking a look at the
objects before their eyes in their houses, when
they will observe how very few are tho articles
that are not wholly or in part constructod of
wood:—Bx,

PROMOTING FORERST CULTURE.
A committes consisting of citizens of Mod-

. Deals, ete. Pine., Birck. | ford, Stoneham, Winchester, Maldon and Mel-

rose, Mass,, has been formed for the purposo of
4aking executive action to promoto timbor in
the old commonwoalth. It is assumed that

881 areas in the state, like Middlosex Folly, are
2| maore than for anything clse fit for growing

forests, and that such areas, consisting of land,
ponds and marshes, can, and should be dovoted
to this purpose. Such tracts should bo convert-
od into public domains for the reproduction of
forests. In furtherance of tho plan tho com.
mittee recommends that the stato legislature be
petitioned to pass an act for the reproduction
of forests, The firat section of the proposed act
has been drawn by the committee, and reads as
follows :—

“Where any town, by a vote in a logally
called town meeting, or any city, by its mayor,
aldermen and common council, shall resolvo
that any portion of the territory of said town or
city ought to be devoted to the preservation,
reproduction and culture of forest trees, for the
sako of timber, or for the preservation of the
water supply, and its appropriation for the
purchaso of the same, together with donations
for that purposo, shall oqual the asscssed valuo
of all the real estateincluded in it, said tract
shall become a public domain, subject to the
regulations hercinafter proscribed,”

It will be sccn that the preservation of ponda
and water coursos by overshadowing timber is a
part of the committeo’s plan,

Tus London Z'imbder Trades Journal! of Dec.
24th, says that the steamors now aro mostly in,
and whea they come to bo sumiarized will bo
found to oxcecd in tonnage and saizo any that
haro proviously cntored the docks timber ladon,
Amongst tho biggest were tho Whcatfidd, Bar
cclona, and Avlona, from Qucebec ; and tho Wi,
Dickenson, from St. John, This latter was the
largest by some 300 toas, and tumned out over

700 standards of apruco doals,

.



