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THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE.

Language is the power which man pos-
sesses  of communicating  his  thoughts,
sentiments, and pledges.  Its possession is
ono of the greatest blessings; because,
without it, the richest treasures of the
mind remain untold, and hence, virtucly,
have no influence. He who has a ready
flow of speech, so as casily to express his
ideas, has certainly obtainad a boon well
worth seeking. By its magic power the
roughest Dreast may be made calin and
joyons; the murderer turned fram Lis
bloody purposes; and the dormant cuer-
gies of man arcvused, stimulated and un-
folded, Tt strews our pathway with all the
accumulated treasures of past ages, and
thus gives us so much intellectual wealth
with which {0 begin onr carcer;
hence each succeeding

and

Ly obscivation, and whose roof and pinna-
cle ave matured snd utaring reason.

But, as is evident fiom our every ‘ay’s
obgervation, languaze may also be employ-
ed for the worst of purpeees; i€ it were
otherwize, it would differ widely from cvery
blessing bestowed by the kiad (reator o~

race, adding its’

cxpression, which tends to produco the
samo state of feding in thote within the
reach of its influcnco, thus adding fucl to
the already burning famo of man's animal
and selfish appetites, feeding impure desius,
and fostviing the blighting iufluence of
hatred, rage, and mwder. Hence Lan-
guage, though a gieat blessing, is polent

to which it Is applicd.

Of all Languagzes our own I3 to be
fraught with the most thrilling  interest
and specially deserves our attention. It

much wterest might be written on each o
theso subjects,

orizin, havi.g been but a few centuties it
existence.

earth, physically and intcllectually.

it camo into being ; and even the nation
to which they belenged had lost the

and Frauce, Qermany, and Italy had pass

stage in her onward carveer before e lan
guage began to assunse the proeportions o

was  known.

was then s0 sanguine 8s to (xpect that i
would cver extend over even the Buitist
1-les.  As to its derivation, suffice it tosa
that it is compesed chiefly ot La.in, Greck
French, and Saxen roots, prefixes, and ter.
minationg blendcd in the strangest and mos
beautiful manuer.

distinet elements, physically and mentaliy

of the iext.

Tber of distinet clmunts are best adapted
to the expression of evesy variety of ideas
and sentiments, and can bo combined with

The painter

confined to a fuw colors never can produce

the greatest cffect and beauaty.

a finished and admirable picture, cspecially
where great varicty of hues arcle bo dis-

passion of' the human soul is loft without

for good or ill, according to the purposes

we wele 1o onter iuto details 28 to its
formintion, that is, its vaiicus sources, the
mode of its derivation from each, its roots,
prefixcs and affises, together with the pa-
tute and extent of its progress, it would be
an almost Hereulean tazk, and velumes of

The English Tanguage is of quite recent

It was unknown when QGreeie
and Rome lield absolute sway over the

The cloquence of Demosthenes and Cicero
had long been known and enjoyed before

importance, and their sun had set forever,

ed through many a Revolution; yes, aud
Englaud herself had gone fiom stage to

au iutelligible existence, or cven its name
But a few centuries have
passed since its first rough, disjointed, and
barbarous accents were heard, and nobody

Man i3 the great complex being that
exists as an ivhabitant of this globe; that
iy, the greatest mrwber of scparate and

enter futo his cempositivn; but by virtue
of that very complenity ho is rendered the
greatest, end constitnted the nitural raler
These nations composed of
the greatest number aud variely of origin-
ally ditferent tribes have the most extensive
influcnce among othiers, peliticadly, intellee-
wisdom and experierce to that of ‘];cftu«ll,\', and morally. As with man so with
past, continues building upward that solid 'glan;zungcs which zze only the veflex of him.
temple whose foundation is facts gatheted : selt; those made up of the meatest nwn-

thouzhtas existing on the wind ; and ho wh»
wsos it is a painter of ideas on the carvass
of others’ feelings, intellect, and  boing.—
Hlenco arises tho necessity for numereus
words of varied siguifications, and in this
rospect our languago i3 pmticularly rich

For the purposes of publie speaking, aud

the cxprcmibn of elogitent sentiment, no

langnage can snrpass our own. Atready

has it not only rivalled- but far surpassed,
by its inherent beauty and great variety,
the loftiest and boldest flizhts of Grecian

and Roman oratory. And al'o in this re-
spect the other modern languages hold 2
blace of decided inferin’ty. 1t can ve
distincddy heard at a great Qistanco, and is
sary effeetive in swayiug }rpular assem-
bhies. Wituess the peals of Jiving cloquence
bursting forth in rich, varied, majestic, and
lascinating  grace, beauty, and grandeur

from the souls of unmortal Curran, Grattan,
Chatham, Webster, Burke, Henry, and an
iuntenso host of others; flashing the e
of their pure and generous sentiments far
and wide from their own glorious ceutres.
And after having witnessed these oratorical
cfforts, ubisflucuced by the prejudices of
an carly education whote s) mpathics aro
entitely with others, tell us to whom must
the palm of victory be awarded. But as
our Janguage is new and progressivo it is
destined to become far more powerful and
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as new Scicaces raise their heads, aud u2-
kuown Fucnlties of the human soul begin
to appear and expand, it gathers fresh ac-
cexaious of words to those already in usc;
while old and impropor words and phrascs
tast disappcar.

£

In pro~¢ and poctry wo ave cqually snc-
cessful. What can cexcel the natural ease
and beanty of Goldsmith; the poetic the
and kunowledge of Shakspearo; the splendid
imagery of Milton; the thnlling sentimeuts
of Campbell; the clearness and graco of
Addison 3 aad the accuracy and power of
Johmson 3 Have classic Giccee aud Roame
proGuced a Homer, a Haod, a Virgd), and
a Hwmace, who have bLeen hield up as mo-
dels for after ages?  But bhave wo not al-
ready had many by whem they have been
surpassed in thoughts that shall live, and
that after ages shall admire? I, in an age
of daikness, when cur language was only
in process of formation, such splendid re.
sults bave been exbibited, what muy wo
uot expect when greater reflnanent ond »
more general ditTusion of the blosiings of
Edueation charactuize e DBritish peoplo
ard their deseendiuts in ¢very natien on
the globe. Gur bterature is aheady tich
aud extensive, amd exeris a great intiucnce
1 countries whose dialeet dittery from oure.
The languuge, too, ¢xXtends over a  vast
portion of tho civilized wmld.,  Not only
over the British Liles, with o population
" about thirty millions of ¢arth'’s most jone
dustricus and  coergetic seas, but  over
peatly all the continent of North Amevica,
which at this very day plays 2 moest im-

t
\

t




