i3 a marked interest kept up i iho weekly nun-
istrations, wluch is in a great measure unknuwn
in congrogativns where a ditlerent tacthod 9
followed It i3 a healthy as well as jleasing
state of things, where a cangreganon becumes
0 interested i a course of leciures that they
may depve stfl farther profit and delight from
attendmg upon the mimstrations of the word.—
And though there may bo some feeling of curnie
outy nune'ed  up wath tha desire, especinlly
when a diflicult or obscure passage comes to be
explained, yet even thus is not altogether to be
condemned,  Better far that a congregation
should feel thus, thun go 10 the houso of God
with no other prospect beforo them than that
their ears will be douned with some stalo com-
mon-places, or titesome repetitions.  Our ablest
Divines scem to have heen deeply gensible of the
paramount inpartanco of lectures ag a means of
religious jnstruction. A whole hast of them
might be cited in favour of the peactice, we are
now advorating, which ote would think would
bo qaite sufficient to shew that it is 2 goad and
a wise ono.  No doubt there 13 a great diversity
of gifis among divines, as there 1810 every other
depariment ¢ some aro excellent leciurers, who
are not so cflicient as Preachers, and vice versa,
But though this may be the case, yet is incum-
bent vjon every faithful nunister of the Gospel
to endeavour to combine the two, 1 order that
s may be the mote useful and make fuil proof
of his ministry. Let it not bo supposed that
lectures during the weck supply the placo of
lectures on the Sabbath.  For while these may
be very uxcful and instrective to thoso who at-
tend upon them, yethow few comparatvety, from
whatevor cause, come to hear them. When we
urgo the Ministers of the Gospel belonging to
our communion to give attention to this subject,
womean Lectuning on the Lord's Day as a niost
eflicient modo of conveying reitgious instruction,
Tue best of way of course¢ is to combine the twa,
when 1t can be conviently done, cither at one
diet, or two separate diets of worthip, fiest lec-
wring in course, and then tollowing nnup wa b a
sermon npon some topc, whether dectrinal or
practical, sugg-sted by the lecture.

‘I'hese rematks 1 submit with all humlity,
conscious as I am of my own inferionty to many
of tny brethren. But being thoroughly convinced
in my own mind of the vast nuportance of the
subject, I could not refrain from expressing my
thouglns regarding it.

{am, yours, &e.,
St. Therese de Blatvitle,
September 3, 18356.

D. L.

PR e
THE CANADIAN FOREIGN MISSION.

T the Editor of the Record.
Dear Sir,—

Though it is a duty to cher.sh a deep in-
terest in the progress of christianuy in all pars
of the earth, as isimplied in the subjret of our
present correspondence, yet it is natural to feel
especially concerned about the religious state of
thuse places between which and ourselves there
is an intimate bond of union, such as that which
links us to the land of ovur nativity, or toa
country in which we have lived so long astu
cherish towards it a feching somewhat similar.—
Such a freling, on account of protsacied resi-
dence, do wc entertain towards Canada, which
has led us more than once since our separation
fiom it, 1o express, through the medium of the
Record, our views on vatious points connected
with its religious interests. To the correspond-
ence now for & considerable time interrupted, wo
would desire at present 10 make some little ad-
dition in the fornn of a few remarks which have
been suggested by an interesing editoraal artie
cle on the subject which neads the commun.ca-
tion. and winch some lutle tme ago appeared 10
the Lecord 3 and though, perhaps, 1t woud have
been as well if these obecivations hiad been sent

i

a lutle sooner, aftee the appearance of the artie
cle referred 1o, yor, relanmg as ihey do to a sube
seet, not only of deep but porn snent interest, wo .
hope dhiey will not, en account of the delay, ap.
prear unscasunable or vut ot place.  Aod i theso
var main olyeet is o fuliow wat a liutle more
amply than has been done in your own able, but
briet retnurke, what can be <aad to cenatn objec-
Lons urged agiminst they, as wel as other Foretgn
Migstone.

Ta1s tughiy grilyng to find the Chureh, both -
i Nova Sectts, aud o Canadr, resolving at
lengih to enter on the mementous work ol labor-
my for the conversion of tho heathen, tud that
thege 1 such a far prospeet n uath, of sottang on |
foot the contempinted Misston.

Nor is 1t to be wondered at, that such mterest
as you tefer to, should be telt by prous intnds in
the grreat yadertuhiog, A movement for evane
gelizing the heathen, m any land, wlieh lutherto
tias done nothing i the momentous work, s an
indicattion both of the extension of 14 Redeeys .
er's kingdum, and of an wereasmy agency for
promounz 1t. 1t 13 only on e conviction that the
progress of chnstianity, and the means of advan-
cing it sull further, take plice sumultaneously ;-
that as lands become evangelized they will unite
with these already engaged in the great work of
conveying the gospel to other land<; so that as -
the reign of datkness dimmishies 1 extent, the :
more ample become the ineans of pervading o
with go pel light; it is on this assurance alune
that wo can found the hope of the speedy accom- -
plishment of the promise, that the * carth shall
be ful} of the knowledge of tho Lord as the wa-
ters cover thesea?”  When we think of tho na-
tions bewng 8o rapidly converted from heathen-
ism, as they may bo smd n Scripture phraso- |
ology to be ¢ born 10 a day” and entening withe
out delay into tho great work of extending the
guspel to other lands, we sce then tuking place,
at one and the same tane, an abundam sncreaso
of labourerts, and a dmnnution of the field they
were called 1o culuvate ; and thus tho domain
ol hieathieatsm lessening an exient, and then-
strumemtabty for enbightening it wcreasing si1-
mullancously, we know not how svon nmny be
witnessed o phenomenoa ot the field from
which misstonanes 1=sue forth *“to tun toand
fro” becoming moro extenave, and embracing
moreof the human raco than thatto which theyare
scnt, 1 which case the missionary efforts brought
to Lear upon the remaiming heathemsm, may be
on sv nnghty a seale that, through the dwine
bicssiny, it shall be dusipated by the light of the
gospel with a rapidity almost incredible. No
christ:an land, therelore, can, we are perruaded,
cater too soon on the work of Foreign Misstons.
The blessings of the gospel she has herself re-
ceived, she is bound to do all in her puwer to
extend 1o other nations.  So long as thie com-
incd cfforts of cluistians within her tersitory
cannot taise what is suflicient lor a Misstonary
cstablishment abrcad, they should aid such com-
bination of chinistians as do uphold them ; and «o
soon as adequate measures can be raized among !
themselves tor an independent Mission, 1ts coine
mencoment, without delay, should bo the object i
of their strenuous endeavours; labourers for en- |
tering upon it duly sought out ; and meazures for |
therr comfortuble and permzanent mawmtcnance *
provided.  “The circomsiance that there are
s0 many places in 2 christian land desutme of
the means of grace, which has sumetiines, and
we behieve in this case, been urged agatwst the
obligation to send tho gospel abroad, is, i reality
no valid reason for delay in the prosccution of
3o urgent a work of christian benevulence. Such
destitution 1n lauds which cnjoy the light of the
gospel, in a greater or less degree, will never
cease 10 cxist, and to wait professediy till ns |
removal, cre c.anbarking in the great undertaking |
of sending the gospel to heathen lands, would
not merely in sume places, but we are persuad.

St proed.

ed cverywhere, delay the work of co-operation
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fur the umversal diffuston of teuth 0l an wdefi.
Huw many dark paces, how many
loenitics geantly proveled with ordinances, are

. there 10 the purent sand, and yet how unghty an

agency dues she empioy for the spread of the
wnpel, and though Canada tmay not, perhapa,
be quite g0 well supphed a9 ghio chould be, with
the meaus of grace, yet she g favored with them
to such an extent, that severe blame would, we
doubt not, attach 1o her,were <lie to make no effort
1o evantenze e nuinons such in heathenisn ;
nosw, especially  that a tovement for ths object
taking place, and she ivn so markad 2 manner
1aevited 1o the * heip of the Lord against the
nugghty.”

When we hear of any place sutlenng 1o such

"an extent the unseries of famine, that numt ags

are dymg for lack ot foud, would we not deser-
vedlv be thouzht witerly destitnte of fecling, of
even i i scason of seareity amd dear provisions,
we did not eireteh ont the hand ol and (o stary.
g thousands ; and shall a land which, fnstend
of having a sunted, :aay be sad to liavean abun-
dant supply of the means of geace, withhold al-
together the bread of lde from the millions, who
are pensting from the abeofute want of it

Sutely ta professing chrisnians 1n Canada, or
in any land sumlatly puvileged, thus to shut up
their bowels of compassion, would be to expeae
themselves to tho divino judgments, and especi-
ally to the curso of unfruittul otdinances, while,
by stretching out the hand of rebief to those, in
whose deplorable stare, for the want of the gos-
pel, they may recogmise the aflecung cry, ¢ conie
over and heip us,” they will ho more bkely (0 se-
cute an ample blessing on the moans of extend-
ing christanmty and diffusing the priciples of tho
gospel among themselves;  so 1hat, what is
true of the gilts of conmunen chanty, wifl be found
10 be no less 50 of compassionate cff s for the
good of souls: “there 18 that scattereth and yet
mcreaseth, and there 13 that withholdeth moge
than 18 mcet, ard 1t tendeth to poverty,*

Shouid any diflicalty occt i tite way of
finding quabfied Jabourers for the  Mission
Fieid, we would humbiy sugeest, (shouid the
plan not already have been adopred; that per-
sonal application should be made Fy the Church,
to such as she hessell might deein disposed or
quabficd for the undertaking.,  Such an apphica-
ton might be felt by the conscientious as a mose
direct and sigaificant call 1o the work than a
mere general appeal, and we doubt not there
are individuals whom the Lord has qualified for
such devoted services, who, though they might
nut perhape, frem a feeling of relfdiffidence,
readily ofler themselves, might vndentake it in
dependence on divine strength, of in 8o direct a
way application were made 10 them, [t was
thuz, we believe, that Dr. Duff was called to tho
field of Foreign Missions in which he has been
s0 pre-emnently uscful, and distinguished, as
well as others whose labourers have been much
blessed in ditfusing chnsuamity.  Wo hope that
as the Church n Canada has made a noble
cffort for the establishment of the Mussion
that tho Loid ofthe harvest willsend forth many
labourers 1o engage in 11, so that what 1s now
begun on a smail scale, will, cre long, e en-
larged into 2 nughty organizanun of means and
efforts for dispelliing by the hght of Chrutianity,
tho darsuess of Heathemsmn,

A. M,
Strathpeffer Wells, Ross.shire,
August 13, 1856.
-

PUSLINCH.

To the Editor of the Record.
Dese Sir~—

In the ** Report on Statistics™ published
in tho August Jlecord, I find mention inade only
of vur Cuiirciton to Knox's Col.ge, and Foreign
Misswns of the Free Church, although we have
made all the Collections regularly, sinco my sote




