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It might ‘be difficult to form and maintain asso-
ciations in country districts, but there could be
no difficulty in towns aud even in villages. By
combining in this Way thoze who had more or
less studied the subject could' instruct the igno-
rant, anG the interchange of i-leas always tended
to throw light upon points of difficulty.

Mr. Onslow also pointed out that people were
more inclined to look favourably on a subject,
when they see those believing in it banding to-
gother in order to push it forward., His own ex-
perience was that move respoct was paid to the
individual whea representing a society than when
acting alone.

Mzr. Onslow pointed out how London being
the centre from which all missionary and reli-
gious offort emanated, it ought also 1o be the
centre of the Identity movement. When the
Metropolitan Association was formed, none other
existed, it naturally therefore, became the head-
centre of the movement, and country associations
naturally and readily affiliated with it, thus form-

“ing an intimate bond of union and establishing
a sort of Freemasonry among them all, cvery-
thing tending to give them greator strength and
greater courage .a spreading the truths they
advocate—all acquiring a greater degroe of dig-
nity, and each deriving an increased importance.

The Annual Geuneral Mecting took place at
Exeter Hall, the same evening, at 7 ». M., the
Right Hon. Viscousr Forxesroxe, M. P. in the
chair, The Meeting was opened by those pre-
sent singing Hymn No. 28 of the Service of
Song, entitled *“The Ismel of God.” The Rev.
Dr. Moore offered prayer, Mr. J. A. Andersun
read the Report and Dr. A. Hudson Rugg gave
an account of the state of the finances.

Then followed addresses from a number of
well-known Identity gentlemen. These are all
s0 good and so much to the point that we ofier
no apelogy for placing them hefore the readers
of this Journal :— .

Tae Ricar Hoxouripre ViscouNT FoLkE-
stone, M. P., on rising, said:—Ladies and
Gentlemen,—It is not necessary for me to
remind you that this is the second Annual
Meoting of the Metropolitan Anglo-Israel Asso-
ciation ; but it is the first annual meeting that I
have had the honour of addressing as President.
1 can assure you, fellow-Israelites, that I consider
. it a great bonour to have been chosen for that
post. I mush confess that, though I had been
urged for some time by our friend Mr. Bird,
whom you all know, at any rate, as ¢ Philo-
Tsrael,” to accepb that post, I felt great reluc-
tance 10 do so; the reason of that reluctance
being that I felt it would have been mueh better
to have found some one of greater influence and
greater standing, perhaps. in the political world,

or, at any rate, some one who had a moiwtt
mate acquaintauce with the question of ld«F 2
than I can lay claim to, to fill the post. #i
over, I was persuaded to accept the positionp, 1
I feel proud to see my name at the head ctfidr
association. (Applauss.) I felt that somdgla
of greater influence than myself should .
occupied this position, for I am sure thatt,
association, in the course of time - nay, [j:¢
say, in the course of a very short time Jild
assume a very prominent position in the lied
of this nation. (Hear, hear.) I have no & yf
but that it will exereise a great influence ool
policy, both home and foreign, of our fE%r
Governments. It was but a few years agdwy -
the theory was started that we English wed 1o
desc ndants ot the Lost Tribes of Israel. pfxigs
bad been searching far and wide for eviJt {0
of the descendauts of these Tribes, andby ©
appear to have looked cverywhere, butg e,
certainly overlooked what was under their prior
and it came to somebady’s mind, at lnst, to fideit
that theeLost Tribes ware not to be found i#oig!
foreign country, but in our owu little ij fup
In searching for evidence of that it was un.3%} Is
edly proved to be the case, that we wenithot
people in that honeured position. (ApplpRpy
After expressing his regret that the clergy Jihio
couniry had not taken up this questicnjified
greater degree than they have done, hislurdit T
said: let us, ladies and gentlemen, assundeie.
one moment that there is no truth LY
question ; what harm can it possibly do fuisigen
to investigate this question, even if there Bl t
truth in it? What would be the result (g9nc)
investigation? It would be thut they i “
obtain a mors intimale knewledge of tif”
Testament than they bave now. (Hear, %
And speaking from personal experience 3, Ik
say that it appears to me {hit some clerghidm |
with whom I have discussed this questivafider
been in launentable ignorance f that poartiepess
Holy Writ. (Great applause.) Buf ifigene;
true—as we know that it is true—it is theEfear,
of the clergy to study it, and invcstigate ifogd st
not leave it to the laity. Lor the clenguyr h
placed in their position—it is their radsonfr <
—to study the Seriptures, and teach thgeen
the Divine feaching to be learnt from adre
writings. (Hear, hear.) It is no new e
no new doctrine that we preach; we nfi'. I
wishing to found any new sect; what we tzq’ﬂle
and teach is forevery one and for every Chiivzen
denomination, whether of the Church of I Aéiiicf
or of the Dissenting classes; it is not f(yger.
class, it is not for the aristocracy, mor fed e
poor alone, but it is for every one of the J2jthe
of England. (Cheers.) And then, lookithat
it from the worldly point of view, wydest
glorious prospect daes this belief unfold {-




