
166 THE FAMILY OIRCLE.

WVhou sticl a conversgation as this iras prolonged for fivo
heurs, it iras little woudor that my lord's valet and nîy lady's
maid rocoived orders te pack valises and trunks, or that next
day Esher Hall %vas iii a happy tumuit, of proparation.

Love comes botter late ta nover, and Lady Kato always
toldhlersolf that she nover- could have beon se happy iu thoso,
sîveot, old gardons with lier lover as she iras îvith lier
liushand. I>robably tlhoy were both as perfoctly satisfled as
it 18 possible for human love te bu ; for, greatly te the
amazomont t f e ftishionablo werld, thoy net enlly spent the
whole siiinieralone in their ;ontry homo, but actually,
ivlien they canme back te London, had the courage te appear,
la the very hoeighit of the season, ia tho sanie boex at tho
opera.

igRoally, Kate," snid Mliss Selina, 991 nover iras se,
astouished. The gentlemian on youirleft-"'

etIs alvays at my riglit noir, dear. Hoe iill nover ho in
tho opposite again."1

HeIoir delightfnl !

"'For us? Oh, yos. Charming."1

OUlRTSUI1P, like moat other matters relating te love and
matrimeny, may ho said te presoat abundant scope for
e cceatrie and original dovelopmeat. It is a course of

proceediug wlich is regulated by ne fixed principles or genoral
formuhrs. The symptenis are as variable as tho iveather; noither
preccpts uer examples are of much avail, because the policy
which may in eue caso provoeominently successful, may in
aniother resuit in the most lamentable failure. Thore is ne
dofinitive rie, even on sncb a fundameatal point as whether
the initiative and active neotiations shahl devolve upon tho
lady or the gentleman. There are fortunate individuals of
botb sexes whobe fato, ire c<nfess, filîs us îvith eavv.

Accerdinig te pepular tradition, it is the speciai prerega-
tire of the fair sux te ho wooed and wroa; but this is net by
any meaus an invariable rule. It bas many exceptions - and
somo ivbe proess te speak frein personal exporience as ircl
as extensive observation, go se far as te declare that in the
majority of instances it is rea$-l the ladies 'rho de the
courtiug, theugh the initiative and other formai stops niay os-
tonsibly lie with the enamored airain. A good deal miglit ne
doubt ho said in support of this theory. Woraen have far
more tact iu the management of sncb affaira than mon, wbo
invariably ovinco a remarkabie propeasity for tgputting their
foot in it." The subject, moreoer, is ono ia which the ladies
are supposed te ho more nearly concerned. As B3yron says:

man's love is of m~an's life a tbiug apart,
'Tis weman's irbolo existence.

While a man mny have a huadrod different ebjoots and ambi-
tiens in life, and may leave his matrimonial fiate la great
part te chance, thero is seldom. any object ivhich hulks se
Iargoly la a girls prospects as that of being ireil matched,
and, as tho phrase goos, tg omfortably settled 'as partner in
a geod matrimonal firm. It aood, therefore ho ne matter ef
surprise that our fair sisters sbould se oftea ho found angling
la the waters of the social world fer irbat thoir luck may
bring theni la the shape of a bushand; and there is consider-
able commea sense, as ireil as piquant humer, li irat the
bereine of a popular noir comedy lias te say te ber girl-friend

gs te the resporaibility which devolvea on a dutiful young

lady of paving tho way and "Io adiDg up I to a dccIarationý
and proposai.

WVe romcmbor listoning to a remarkable address on this;
subject by an oratorical Quakecs, who sceed strongly dis-
posed to assign to man the place of the wvooed, rathor than.
that of the wvoocr. leMy friends,'l she observed, tgthere are
threo things I very mucli wonder at. Trho first is, that chil-
dron should bo so foolish as to throiv up stones, clubs and
brickbats into fruit trous, to knock down fruit; if thoy would
let it alone it Nvuld fali itself. The second is, that mna
should bc so foolish, and cven so wicked, as to go to ivar and
kilI each other; if lot alone, tboy would die of theniselves.
And the third. and last thing 1 wvonder at Is, that youug mon
should bc so uuwise as to go after the youug womcn ; if they
would stay at home, the yor-ug ivom-en would run after
themn."

Notwitlistanding this lucid train ef reasening, it is to bu.
hoped young mon will not do anything se ungallant and un-
gontlemanly as to stay at home and ncglect whiat lias al!
aloug beon their peculiver privilego. A mani may ho so hîghly
favored by fortune that bis rank, %wealth, genius, or personal
qualities enable hini to outshine ail rivais, and to, regard
wooing îrnd winning as for hua, almost synonymous terms;
but to allow any sucb considerations to influence bis couduet
in a inatter of this kind, would not, only be an ovidence of
the worst possible taste, but weuld ho a flogrant outrage on
al] the laws of chivalry. On the othor baud, a mnan ruay ho.
se bashful and awkward in the matter as te require s0 inuch-
encouragement, that ail the courting may very fairly bo said
to come frora the other side. But in both Oass-apart from
psychelogicai stubtieties and too-curious matter-of-fact obaer-
vations-the nman's propor and natural plaee, in our viowv ut
ail ovents, la that of a humble and respectful suppliant at the-
shrine of beauty, gracc and virtue.

The pleasures of courtship are very great, but they will
beconie as ashes te the palate if tbey end in final rejection.
As a trans-Atlantie pout pathetically romarks :

'Tis sweet te love; but, ah!1 how bitter
To lovera gal, and thon net git ber 1

It is oftea extremoly dificuit to know ex.actly bow te achieve
success in love. We cannot ail boegreat, or beautiful, or evon
supremely good ; but next te realizing ail these conditions
lu oriels self, it is important te beliove, or, at ail evonts, te
make the young lady believe net only that she hersoîf is
beautiful and good, but that she possesses those qualities in
sufficient plenitude te make up for your mnanifold deficien-
ciss. Even in this, direction, howover, thoro is danger; and
the lover will do well te bear in mind the experience of an
abandoned suiter, who, when asked why lie had been rejectod,
replied: etAlas, 1 flattered ber tili abe becamo tee proud te
Speak te me."

Touching this saine subject of flattery, a lady was asked
on one occasion why plain girls eften get narried sooner than
handsome eues; te whîcb, abe replied, that it 'was owing
mainly te the tact of the plain girls, and the vanity and want
of tact on the part ef the mon. ceHow do yen make that eut 7"'
asked agentleman, la nthis way," answered tho lady; "the
plain girls flatter the mon, and se pieuse their vanity ; while
the bandsomeonees wait te ho flattered by the men, who
haveu't the tact te de it." Thora have been cases, bowever,
in whiob the situation prosonted bore bas bourg reveraod, uad
plain, evea ugly, mon, have succeeded in mak-ing thenisolves,
se agreeable te young ladies as te become their accepted


