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fcce ssary, el slisinfected | it is unmaterial how this i done, sa
fonyg as it is done thoroughly, T use a 20 per cent. sublimate solu.
tion, and have good results with it 3t ds now filled with antiseptin
made into a stiff paste with concentrated carbolic acid, eare Leing
taken to fill thoroughly 1o the apex, then fill the cavity with any
desired Alling material.  Saddy decomposed puips of long standing
are treated in a similar mannerto the above.  Care must be taken in
removing the debris not to force any of the septic matter through
theapex. Tt is well b use antiseptics before attempting to remove
all dedrds. Stronyg disinfectants should be used i+ these canals, but
in other respeets the treatiment, ctey, is the same as the foregoing.
Fistulous openings of the gums heal of their mwn accord.  In
many cases it is nnt possible to remove all the nherve fibres from
the canal ; these small portions at the apex of the yoot may safely
semain, as they will create no disturbance, provided all parts have
been thoroughly disinfected.  Of course, the medicinal properties
of antiseptin have their limits, and it will be impossible with it to
effect a cure of periostitis awvith all its possible complications.
Nevertheless both preparations may be considered acquisitions,
and doubtless will find adherents. .\ trial will prove the truth nf
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the assertion.—tz, Poulson's Derichtiiber Zalmbetllunde, cte.
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Tie SIGNIMCANCE OF PALATAT, DEFORMITIES 1.0 TDIOTS
—* Because departures from  the normal are found physically,
mentally and morally in defective classes, therefore scientifie
investigators have assumed that any onc of thesc departures,
occurring in the average individual, gives rise to the suspicion that
the process of deterioration is already under way in him.”  With
this admirable thesis, . Channing ( Journal of Mental Scicncee,
Jan.. 1897, p. 72, the author, sceks for some sound deductions
on the subject of the stigmata of palatal deformitics among the
insanc. .\t the outset he takes issue with those who would seck
to Jay so much stress upen the peculiar shape of the palate as one
of the most characteristic and significant of the stigmata of
degeneration.  The methods of inspection are commented upon
and the necessity for accurate mecasurement and cast-taking
insisted upon, if trustworthy results are to be gained. Talbot's
classification is followed and the author investigated some one
thousand feeble-minded patients, taking casts of all.  He had,
moreover, 500 casts from average American school children.  His



